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stop onan enemy attack short ofor the defendersdefendet"BdefendetBdefender" mainma.nman!{ ., buttlebottlebutteb ttletitle positionpositiQpositpositiQ1-

5.

positiQ-

15

pos iticcitric: z*z-

14..Tanke.

z-

14Tanke
, . . . . . . . .

--15.15.--14..Tanke.14Tanke.14..Tanke.14Tanke-"-15 ." ". TankT hks'hksks:* '. 'mult'multmulct'-mwtwt=at-atatbeabe' '- bb"bbe", . etTailakle-etTailakleAttilaetTailakle4oaaaft11aa ilsills - - . .4o-aa4oaa.:t.t. o-sn..irosn..ir- . &isifaastry&n".1nf&tryn.1nftryn1nftrydisinfest".. a&%try "battalionbattalionbatta.lion"

. in the dd9dew.dewdew-

.fence

dea-

fened

* _. . . . . . . . ,

fensefencefens for anti-tankantitankant1-tankant1-- protection and for inaiding aggressive counteroounter-oountercounter-counter-

attacks

oounter-

attacks.

counter-

attacks

counter-

attacks.

counter-

attacks

¬-

attacksattacks.*.

1616.16. Retrograde movements are extremely difficultdiffioult as is acknowacknow-Mackinawacknow-

ledged

aoknawokenacknow-

ledged

w-ww-

ledged

l-

edged

¬-

ledged by all military leaders but training in suchsuohsough was lackinglao1dng andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe men aniland.andanile. mission sufferedsnff'eredsnfferedsu fared' accordingly.accordinglyaooordingly.aooordingly.
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22.2*. A unit , wheneverwhonaverwhomever in contactoontact with the enenrenemyender$ , should have prepre.prompre-

pared

prom-

pared

pre-

pared

¬..

pared positions with oonpleteoompletecompletemoonlet employment of automaticautomatioautomtioautomation weapons toto-

strengthen

to-

strengthen

to-

strengthenstrengthen the defensedefense.*.

3.3. An open flank position should always be on goodeood.eoodrood; . defensivedefensive-

terrain.

defen-
sive

defensive-

terra.

defens-

ive
defensive-

terrain.

defen-
siveterrain.terrainterra.terra. in.in.

44.4*. All likely enemyenemy'' avenues of approachapproaoh must be coveredoovered byy ATAT-

weapons

G-

atepost

AT-

weapons

G-

atepost

AT-

weapons

G-

atepostweapons and by minesmines.*.

55.5*. Over-considerOverconsiderOver-considerationOverconsideration- at ion for the comfortoomfort ofor troops should nevernever-

cause

ne-
ver

never-

cause

ne-
ver

never-

cause

ne-
vercause extreme weakening ofor positionspositions.*.

6.6. A platoon should never be given a mission when greatly removedremoved-

from

remo-

ved

removed-

from

remo-

ved

removed-

from

remo-

vedfrom the companycomp .nyny. andn.ndnndnd. when the commanderoommander on the spot clearlyolearly outlinesoutlines-

the

outlin-
esthe fallacyfalla.oyfallaoy. of suchsuohsough aa.. maneuver.maneuver.

7.7. The flow of supplies from roarrea.rrear. to front mustnnlstenlist be continuousoontinuouscontinuous-

and

oontinuousa-

.nd

continuo-

usanda.nd. alla.ll. supply personnelperaonnel must be thoroughly indoctrined.indoctrinedindoctrinate. with theirtheir-

great

te-
rra

their-

Erea.t

ther-

e're
their-

great

te-
rragreatErea.tEreatHerat. responsibility.responsibility . Instant replacement of poor supply personnelpersonnel-

must

person-

nelmust be accomplishedaooomplished.aooomplishedaccomplished. ,.

8.8. HigherHirherHirer; headquartershea.dquarters. should keep the lower unitsuuitsquits informed ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe situation at all timestunes.tunest es.es*.

9.9. Defense ofor the reverse slope should be used when beneficialbeneficial.*.

1010.10*. Troops cannotoa.nnotoannot. operate under sub-aerosubaerosub-zerozerosub -cero weather conditionsoonditions withwith-

normal

wi-

thin
with-

normal

wi-

thin
with-

normal

wi-

thinnormal winter clothing 1aadj&MjMsad, & cold weather equipmentequipzequip nt suchsuohsough as shoe packspaokspalookaspack-

swill

pac-

ks
paok-

swill

palo-

okas

pack-

swill

pac-

kswill prevent many casualtiesoasualties.oasualties*.,

1111.11*. Men must be fed.fed. hot meals ata.t. every opportunity.opportunityopportunopportune ty.ty. Constant useuse-

of

us-

e
use-

of

us-

e
use-

of

us-

eof emergency rationsra.tions. weakensw'eakansweakans' menmon anda.nd. destroys moralemorale.*.

1212.12,. Discipline of all combatoombat troopstrootroop s .mumu
.

must.tt. ..bebe
.

be stresseds
,

.s.edsedseed

. .

atat.at.
all1 tinest.imetimetimes.times.

,.

1313.13*. Battalion Ammunitions and Pioneer platoon personnel shouldshould-

not

shoul-

dn't

should-

not

shoul-

dn't

should-

not

shoul-

dn'tnot be used for ammunition3.l11munition3l11munition. supply3upply fromf'rOli1frOli1' regimentalregimenta.l. train bivouacsbivouaos.bivouaosbivouacs.*.

1414.14*. Artillery in preponderance when properly used canoanDoan normally

30
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:, ..

,
IrIr-

I

Iri-

sI Jt'JtJt-
'r

J-tr
T-

ar
J-

t'north

J-

tnorth

T-

enor

'r

north and south causedoausedpaused withdrawals under the most adverse conditionsoonditionsconditions-

but

oonditions-

but

conditio-
nsbut those werew'ere' successfully8ucoessf'ully8ucoessfullysucoessfully' carriedoarriedparried out causingoausingpausing enemy delays and makingma1d.ngma1dngmaking-

the

ma1d.n-

gthe

ma1dn-

gthe

maki-
ng

.

the battalion available fortortore a successfulsuooessful defensive stand at ElsenboraElsenbornEleanorEl eriborn.eribornribboneriborn.-

At

ribb-
on

,.
At no tinetime during the operationsoperation= from 16 DecemberDeoember 19441994,419944, to 1 JanJan-Jan-

uary

Jan-

uary

Jan-

uary

--
uaryunary 1945 were there tanks or tank destroyers availableavailab10 to the 394th394th-

Infantry

394th-

Infantry

394th-

InfantryInfantry or the 3rd BattalionBattalionv;) which.JhichJhichHitch'. ichLich causedco-usedcoused- ae.e. severe handicaphandioap.handioaphandicap.*. The 57mm57mm-

AT

57mm-

AT

57mm-

ATAT guns were no matchmatohmath for the GermanGernan tanks as the projectile did notnot-

have

oc-

tave

not-

have

oc-

tave

not-

have

oc-

tavehave the required penetrating ability and mobilitymobilityvasmobilitywas\vasvas\ lackinglaokinglooking completecomplete-complete-

ly.

complete-

ly

¬-

ly.ly. The lj11l ton 6x6 primeprima mover vehiclevehjcle, of the 57mm57ma AT gun was of littlelittle-

or

littl-
eror no valueV8lue, off roadsroa.ds. and the gun crews could not man-handlemanhandleman-ha.ndleha.ndle- . the weaponweapon-

in

weap-

onin heavy snows and forestsforests.*. Tanks or tank destroyers should be eithereither-

an

eithera-

.n

eith-
erana.n. integralin.tegral. part of the infantry regimentreG1.mentreG1ment. or attachments on the basisbasis-

of

basis-

of'

bas-
isofof'' one platoonpla.toon. of tanks per infantry battalion should be madenade available.available.va.ilable.vailablevaluableavailable.-

The

availab-

le
...va.ilable.-

The

availa-

ble

. .

The bazookabazooka.. in the operationsopera.tions. of this battalionba.ttalion. proved better than thethe-

57mn

the5-

7mm

the-

57m57mn57mm57m AT gun but its capabilityoapa.bilityoapability. is limited due to the relatively shortshortr-

ange.

shor-

tage

shortr-

ange.

shor-

tage

shortr-

ange.

shor-

tagerange.range.
/ " 'rr'-

rThe
r-

The
T-

he
'

The total of 959 casualties of killed ittaMBfeUftiji ,; and wounded inin-

action

in-

aotion

in-

action

in-

actionactionaotionabortion betweenbetvbet en 16 DecemberDeoember 1944 and 31 December 1944 by the 394th RegiRegi-RegisRegi-

ment

Regi-

ment

Regi-

ment

¬-
, ' '

mentmeant of whichwhioh the 3rd Battalion had a proportionate share , wereWewerwear =e costlyoostly,

but the actionaotionabortion aided a great deal in stemmingstenaningsteaming the German attack andand-

preventing

and-

prevent

an-

drogen

and-

preventingpreventingprevent ingKing him from turning the southernouthernB flank in the vital Butgenback-ButgenbackButgenbaok-ButgenbaokButtonhookButgenback-

Elsenborn

Butgenback-

Elsenborn

Butgenbaok-

Elsenborn

-

ElsenbornEleanor areaa.rea. , thus denying him both valuable time anda.nd. good road netnet-net-

works

net-

works

net-

works

¬-

works for further advancesadvanoes.advanoesadvances.,.

LESSONSLESSON-

SValur

Less-
ons

LESSON-

SValur..le

LESS oresore-

sValur'le

ore-

sValurle

re-

salableValurValorValur..leValurleValur'-leValur'ValurleAllureValor,

.'..-.. le lessons learned in this series of operationsopera.tions. aresa.reare. I:

11.1,. The infantry battalion should not be given more than oneone-

mission

co-

mmission

one-

mission

co-

mmission

one-

mission

co-

mmissionmission as only one can be properly conducted.conductedoonducted.oonducted.

2929-

north



'V\t't't\ '

\,s/sa-

ttack

a-

ttack

.

attackattaok destroyeddestroyod all telephone lines and radios were not more than 44040f40f-

effective.

40f-

effective

($%

effective.effectiveeffeotive.effeotive. A completeoo leteLethe state of flux existed from about 1900 hours 1616-

December

16-

Deoember

16-

DecemberDecemberDeoember until the regimenbreg1men'treg1mentregimentregimen' ; was assembledassemblassembled at EleeribOrnEleeeuboEmersionEl.eubEleubElbe. n.n*. '

The battalionbatta.lion. at ElsenbornEleanor was in good defensive positions with aa-

near

n-

ear

a-

near

n-

ear

a-

near

n-

earnear normal frontage and successfullysuooessfully stopped the enemy attacks ofot latelateD-

ecember.

att-

endee

lateD-

eoember.

att-

endee

lateD-

ecember.

att-

endeeDecember.DecemberDeoember.Deoember. Good fields ofor fire were availableavaila.ble. in this position on thethe-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

fOr'mrd

the-

fOrmrd

th-

eorem

the-

forward

th-

eocratforwardfOr'\mrdfOr'fOrmrdrd'\ slope but the long gentle reverse slope would probably havehave-

proven

ave-

rment

have-

proven

ave-

rment

have-

proven

ave-

rmentproven equally as good anda.nd. would have prevented the enemy from layinglaying-

observed

lay-
ing

laying-

observed

lay-
ing

laying-

observed

lay-
ingobserved mortar and artillery on ourO troops causingoausinAustin a higihhigh percentagepercentage-

of

percenta-

geof shrapnel casualties.casualtiesoasua.loasualcasual. ties.ties. ManyUanyrainyAny casualtiesoasualcasual ties were causedoa.usedoausedpaused. by trench foot andand-

other

an-

other

and-

other

an-

other

and-

other

an-

otherother frost bites due to the inability of the men on the MIRMlR1JIIRMR to leaveleave-

tho

lea-
ve

leave-

the

lea-
ve

leave-

the

lea-
vethothethou protectionproteotion of the foxholes.foxholes. For the enemy to attackattaok a reverse slopeslope-

position

slo-
ppiest

slope-

pos

slo-
pe

slope-

position

slo-
ppiestpositionpos i-bionibionbison- in thisthjs_ area wouldvrouldroulade have necessitatedneoessnewness itatedtatted crossingorosscross ingKing aSo clean , snow-snow-snow-

covered

sni-

ckered

snow-

c

sno-

w

snow-

covered

snic-

kered

-

coveredveredvergedccovered
,,,> , smooth skylines1CJrline and advance over terrain ideal for finalfina.l. pro-propro-

tec

pro-

tect

pro-

teo

pr-

oto

pro-

tecl

pro-

tect

-

tecteotecltechtoetelbiveivebierdive fires.fires. Strong out-outoutpoctsout-poatsoutpoatsout-PostsPosts-outpostsoats--poctspots on the forwardrorvmrdroved slope would have beenbaenbeanbeen-

successful

baen-

successful

been-

successfulsuccessful in delayingdela.yinG. , thothethou GermansGorrnal'WGorrnalWCorneal' ando..ndondbond.. perhaps prevented him fronfrom ovenoven-

reaching

over-

reaching

oven-

reaching

over-

reaching

oven-

reaching

over-

reachingreaching, the crest.crestcrest.-

Supply

cr-
ests

crest.-

Supply

cr-
ests

crest.-

Supply

cr-
ests

.

Supply from the period 16-201620- DecemberDeoember was poor , as a complete lacklaoklaolack-

of

laok-

of

lac-

k
alo-

ofof aggressiveness by the S-4S48-181-- : sectionseotion required the battalionbatta.lion. to dispatchdispatohdispatch-

an

dispatoh-

an

dispat-

chan officeroffioer to find the serviceservioe trains and bring forward rations on thethe-

fourth

the-

ocrat

the-

fourth

the-

ocrat

the-

fourth

the-

ocratfourth day.day. It wasvas, necessaryneoassary for the battalion to use valuable AmmuAmmu-AmuckAmm-

unition

Amm-

unition

Amm-

unition

¬-

nitionnotion and Pioneer platoon personnel to bringbrinbrain forward ammunitionammnition as thothethoutho-

Battalion

tho-

Da.tta.lion

the-

Battalion

te-

arstainBattalionDa.tta.lionDattalion. . S-4S48-48-- hadha.d. been instructedinstruoted by regimentre :tmenttent that helie was not to handlehandle-

ammunition.

handlea-

rmnunition.

han-

dlebar
handle-

an

hadea-

nammunition.ammunitionarmnunition.armnunitionnunition.nunitionmunitionsammunition.-

To

armnunition.-

To

ammuniti-

on

an nunition.-

To

enunciati-

on

.

To sum up the entire operationop0ratio1! , it mustJmJstJams be statedsta.ted. that the GermanGerma-

nattack

Ger-
man

Germa-

nattaok

Ger-
man

Germa-

nattack

Ger-
manattackattaok was'Vla.SVlaSLaS'

. strong , aggressive , anda.nd. designeddosigned to hit a known weakeakbeak sectorseator.seatorsenatorseator.-

The

senat-

or
*.,

The battalionbat-balionbatbalionAlbion- , although notwithnitwitnot with-with- aa.. clearolearlear mission and alla.l1al1. companies notnot-

available

not-

ava.ilab

not-

availableavailableava.ilabavailab. le for the defense , did successfullysucoessfully stop an estimated twotw-

obattalion

two-

bttbD.llon

tw-

obattalionbattalionbt\t-bD.llonbttbD.llon\ - . enemy attackattaok for twenty-fourtwentyfourtvren'ty-fourtvren'tytvrentytvrenty-fourTrent' - hours from 0900 16 DecemberDeoamberDreamer 1944194-

4to

194-

4to

194-

4toto about the same hour 17 DecemberDeoomber.DeoomberDecember.*. Enemy envelopment threats fromfrcnfern

2828-
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"Il.Il" ww-

prepared

p-

repared

.!
:

.. .. ',

prepared defense in the PF.F,. BuoWiolzBuokholzBoilBookshop area , the battalion couldoouldGould havehav-

ebetter

hav-

ebetter

hav-

ebetterbetter delayed the enemyeneRene but the entire battalion position was'W'8.SW8.SW8S' '
. not a-aA.-A.towa-

vailable

A-

.vailable.

A-

vailable

Fto-

wThe

to-

whee

.-

vailablevailable.valuable*. The excellent work done by CompanyOompany L in stoppingstar-PingstarPing- the initialinitialG-

erman
initi-

aled
initialG-

erman
initi-

aled
initialG-

erman
initi-

aledGerman attackattaok along the rail-linerailline- enabled the battalion to hurriedlyhurriedly-

take

hurrie-
dlytake up a hasty make-shiftmakeshift- defense and prevented the enemy fromtromtromp separat8eparat-8eparatseparat-separateseparat-

ing

8eparat-

ing

¬-

ingKing it from the other units of the'thethe'regimenttheregimentthe'regiment.therein' regimentregiment.regiment.-

The

regim-
ent

*.

The battalion commanderocTmnander displayed intelligent initiative in withwith-with-

drawing

with-

drawing

with-

drawing

¬-

drawing and defending astride the F.F. Buokholz-LosheijTiergrabenBuokholzLosheijTiergrabenBuokholz-LosheimergrabenLosheimergrabenBookshopBuokholz-LosheBuokholzLosheBookshopLose- : n.ergrabennergrabeninerrable. road butbut-

suoh

b-
uts

but-

suoh

b-
uts

but-

such

Bu-

schsuohsuchsough positions were weakened by the heavy enemy pressure on the 1stlot1st-

Battalion

1st-

Battalion

lot-

BattalionBattalion at LcsheimergrabenLcshetmergrabenLosheimergraben and causedoausedpaused the 3rd Battalion to withdrawwithdraw-

to

withdra-

wto MurringenUrine in order to escapeesoape being cut offorfof by the enemy penetrationpenetration-

of

penetratio-

n ,
. 1

'JJ'-

Jof
J-

of
O-f '

of the farmerformm-formmfarmsformformmbattalion.-' battalion.battalion The withdrawal the. along Losheimergraben-LosheimergrabenLosheimergrabe-

nItoringen

Losheimergraben-

Murringen

Losheimergraben-

Murringen

--*

ItoringenMurringenTouringUrine highway was wellvrellreel executedexeouted with all available troops hastilyhastilyt-

aking
has-

tily
hastilyt-

a1d.ng

hastilyt-

a1dng

hastilyt-

aking
has-

tilytakingta1d.ngta1dng. up new positions on the highhirhhrh:, ground east of Murringen.Murringentfu.rringen.tfurringenUrinefurring. . DefenseDefense-

at

Defen-

seat this position wasw s dependent upon the 1st and 2nd Battalions successsuocess-suocesssuccess-succes-

sfully

suoces-

sfully

succes-

sfully

succes-

sfully

¬-

fully withdrawing"vithdra.winevithdrawine" . ; to the samesaJneswansane high ground but extreme enomyanomy pressure andand.and-

advances

can-

didacies

and-

.advances

sa-

ndaracs

and-

advances

can-

didacies

.

advances prevented this , thus aa.. successfulsuocessful withdrawalwithdraymlwithdrawn: by the 3rd BattalionBatta.lionBattaliont-

hrough

Batta-
lion

Batta.lion-

through

Batta-
lion

Battaliont-

hrough

Batta-
lion

.

through KrinkeltKririlceltTrinket to ElsenbornEleanor in completeoomplete darkness under adverse concon-con-

ditions

con-

ditions

con-

ditions

¬-

ditionseditions was necessary.necessaryneo ssa.ry.ssarysay. . Here , as in the previous withdrawal , the enemyeneJ1Wenemy-

and

ene-
ma

eneJ1W-

and

enemy-

and

ene-
maand friendly situationssitua.tions. were completelycanpletely unknown and communicationcommunica.tion. wasYmeMewa-

snearly

we-

sterly

was-

noarly

wa-

ntonly

Ym-

enearly

Hy-

menealnearlynoarly non-exnonexnon-existe.nt.nonexiste.nt.non-existantsexistantsexistentexistentsnonexiste.nt.-

Many

nonexist-

ent

nonexistantsM-

any
nonexist-

ent

- istant.tanttainttant.-

Many

anti-

mony

. .

Many well trainedtra.ined. companyoOlnpanyhootenanny officersoffioers and non-commissionednoncommissioned- officersoffioersofficers-

were

offioers-

were

offic-
erswere casualties duringdurdour ingKing the firstfir at twotyro daysda.ys. of the GermanGen .nn. attacksttaoksTaosa but thethe-

well

the-

re'll

the-

vrell

the-

re'll

the-

well

the-

re'llwellvrellreel fought battles ofor the battalion in faulty situations and againstagainst-

fierce

aga-
inst

against-

fierce

aga-
inst

against-

fierce

aga-
instfierce enemyenenwrenew attackse.e. ta ks attest to the efficiencyeffJeff

,

ency.encyenc
. . .

of
. .

thet.t. . ,

remaining leaders.leadersleaders.-

Time

lead-
ers

leaders.-

Time

lead-
ers

leaders.-

Time

lead-
ers

.

Time and again it was necessaryneoessary for these leaders to take actionaotionabortion onon-

their

o-

ther

on-

their

o-

ther

on-

their

o-

thertheir own initiative as all echelonseohelons of the division were severlyseverely hithit-

and

Whit-

man

hit-

and

Whit-

man

hit-

and

Whit-

manand communicationoomnnmioationcommemoration was at times non-existant.nonexistant.existent- . CommandCommndComrComer .ndnd. channelsohannels were atat-

times

ca-

tties

at-

t

Ma-

tt

at-

tines

at-

tunestimestinest es very ineffectiveineffeotive becausebeoa.usebeoause. the enemy artillery had early in the

2727"-

Il.

27-

Il

27-

prepared



.*.
.V "

*,. J/J-

The

T-

he

-

The 394th InfantryIn1'antryIn1antry' in attempting to oarrycarryhoary out the aggressive dede-

fense

de-dede-

fense

de-

fense

¬-

fensefens in the LosheLoseLoshaimergrabenLoshoimergrabenlinergraben areaa.rea. , althougha.lthough.although,. . not being in direct com-comoom-oomboomcom-

mard

com-

mand

oom-

mavd

no-

mad

com-

mard

com-

mand

-

mardmavdnardmad of the 3rd BattalionHa.ttall.C'nHattallCnChattel. : . ' .requiredrequiredjrequired}
. it to protectproteot the regimental southernsouthern-

flank.

South-
ern

southern-

flank.

South-
ern

southern-

flank.

South-
ernflank.flank. To adequatelyadequataly protect this open flank, the battalion shouldshould-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d'vehave had only that1at mission and by all applicationapplioation of acceptedaooeptedroomette defensedefense-

doctrines

defens-

ibilities

defense-

dootr

defe-
nse

defense-

doctrines

defens-

ibilitiesdoctrinesdootrdoor inesHines should have carriedoarriedparried out several changesohanges.ohangeschanges.,. The battalion asas-

located

al-

located

as-

located

al-

located

as-

located

al-

locatedlocated at P.PF.F. BucWiolzBuckholzUncialBuckshot was , although the division reserve , in a frontfront-

line

front-

line

front-

lineline position on the flankflank'VrithflankVrithflankwith' no friendlyi'riendlyiriendly' troops to the south for aa-

distance

d-

istance

a-

distance

d-

istance

a-

distance

d-

istancedistance of 8 to 10 thousand yards.yards. Nonefoneone! of the companies were inin-

prepared

un-

prepared

in-

prepared

un-

prepared

in-

prepared

un-

preparedprepared defensive positions and final protectiveproteotive mortar and artilleryartillery-

fires
artill-

eryfires were not planned.planned. This in conjunctionoonjunction with one rifle companyoompany andand-

one

und-

one

and-

ene

And-

ean

and-

one

und-

oneoneeneRene machinema.ohinemaohine. gun platoon leavinglea.ving. the battalion on 12 DecemberDeoember and beingbeing-

attached

being-

attaohed

being-

attachedattachedattaohed to the 393rd Infantry until 23 DecemberDeoember causedoausedpaused further weakenweaken-weaken-

ing

weaken-

ing

weaken-

ing

¬-

ingKing of an already precariouspreoarious positionposition.position.-

The

positi-
on

*.

The companiesoaripaniesairplanes of the "battalionbattalion.ttalionttalionstallionb" . were poorly placedplaoed with CompanyCompa.ny. LL-

being

B-

eing

L-

being

B-

eing

L-

being

B-

eingbeing the only one011e in aa.. semi-readysemiready- position to moet an attack.attackattaok.attaok. ThisThis-

company

Chir-

omancy

This-

company

Chir-

omancy

This-

company

Chir-

omancycompany covered the railroad route of approach but the LanzerathBlazer roadroa.droad-

which

ro-

ad
roa.d-

Vhich

road-

which

ro-

ad
.

which\VhichVhich\VhichvasChitchatswas\vasvas\ an equally good or better route was not adequately coveredooverod.ooverodoverrodeooverod-

.Antiguns

overe-

ducating

*.,

Anti-gunsAntiguns- were not in position to coverooverover this road and mines and otherother-

road

mother-

board

other-

road

mother-

board

other-

road

mother-

boardroad blockbloakbleak methods were not employed.employed. CompanyCompa.ny. K , although ready toto-

take

tot-

aled

to-

take

tot-

aled

to-

take

tot-

aledtake a position south of FF.F,. BuckholzBuokholzBuckshotBookshop , did not have prepared positionspositions-

and

positio-

nsand thus its defensivedefenl3ive powerpmrrerpavermerrierpmrrervasprefabswas\vasvas'\ greatlygrea.tlYIeakened.greatlYIeakenedgreatly. weakened.weakened, ; . HadHa.d. this companycanpanycompany-

had

canpany-

had

compa-

nyhad goodoodod positions about 800 yards south of FF.F,. BuckholzBuckshot along thethe-

Franken

te-

rrain
the-

Franken

te-

rrain
the-

Franken

te-

rrainFrankenFrankie rivorriverrivoror , itj.tjt. could have defended initially but no doubt wouldwould-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d'vehave had the right flank turned and could not in suchsuohsough aa.. positionposit n havehave-

long

gave-

ling

have-

long

gave-

ling

aveave-

long

gav-

elinglong delayed an aggressive force.force. Company M machinemaohine guns and mortarsmorta.rsmortars-

were

morta.rs-

were

mort-
ars

.

were not properlyproporly employed as both'both' were in the battalion reservereserve-

position

res-
erve

reserve-

position

res-
erve

reserve-

position

res-
erveposition and could not perform their mission of increasinginoreasing the defensivedefensive-

strength

defen-
sives

defensive-

strength

defen-
sives

defensive-

strength

defen-
sivesstrength ofof'' the rifle companiesoompanies and the battalionbattalion.,. With an all-aroundallaround-
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'tItI't/tt-

high

!iiI /t. .
'"- y,11.,1-

high

1-

high

,

high with oneonoon reinforcedreinforoed platoon being completely lost.lostloot.loot. The battalionbattalion.c-

ommanders

batt-
alion

battalion-

ao

battalio-

n_.commanderscommandersoommanders. ao dexsdes original objectionsobj.otiansobjotiansob,4eationsob4eations,
. to sendingBse!ld.ingldingladingd,3d3., outout.. thisthi.thithint t.$ patrol warewex-ewexewereex- now-

backed

sno-

wballed

,

now-nownow-

backed

sno-

wballed

nn-

backed

b-

acked

-

backed with factsfaots.faotsfacts.fagotsfaots.-

About

facts.-

About

fa-
cts

*.

About 1700 hourshours , 28 DecemberDeoember , the enemy again attackedttaokedstakeda.a. but thethe-

weight

he-

wing

the-

weight

he-

wing

the-

weight

he-

wingweight of the blow fell on the 1st Battalion to our right with aa-

glancing

g-

lancing

a-

glancing

g-

lancing

a-

glancing

g-

lancingglancing blow on our right companyoompany.oompanycompany.*. After a very sharp two hour fightfight-

with

eight-

ieth

fight-

w'ith

fight-

with

eight-

ieth

fight-

with

eight-

iethwithw'ith' self-propelledselfpropelledselfropelledself-self--,;>ropelledpropelled gunsns , artillery , and small arms , the enemy waswas-

forced

abs-

orbed

W'Wwas-

forced

abs-

orbed

' .SS. .-

Sforcedforced to withdraw and had not penetrated more than 25 yards at anyany-

place.

any-

place

any-

plaoe.

any-

place

any-

placeplace.placeplaoe.plaoe., This wasVi'e.SVieSyeas' . the last of the enemy attemptsatteX'CJttsatteXCJttsattracts' ; to penetrate the 394th394th-

Infantry

394th-

Infantry

394th-

InfantryInfantry sectorseotor.seotorsector.seotor.-

The

sect-
or

sector.-

The

sect-
or

,.

The majorityma.jority. of thothethou casualtiesasue.ltiesasuelties. incurredinourredinured duringdurincdurian; the next few daysda.ysdays-

was

days-

tars

da.ys-

va

da-
ys

days-

was

days-

tars

.

was\vava\ due to the enemyeneRene w having observed artillery fire on our positionspositions-

and

positio-

nsand by the sub-zerosubzero- weather whichwhioh causedoausedpaused numerousntunnun rousrouse frost bite evacuationsevacuations.evacuations.-

The

evacuatio-

ns
*.

The rate of attrition causedca.used. "bybyb" :{ these tvototwo,,;, factors often exceededexooededexpended thethe-

replacement

the-

replacement

the-

replacementreplacement rate.raterate.-

On

Rayth-

eon

rate.-

On

Rayth-

eon

rate.-

On

Rayth-

eon

.

On 30 DecemberDeoDeco mberamber , VolksgrenadierVolksgrenadlerVolksErenmdior units were identified to our frontfront-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

tedand the GermansGen ansHans had assumed a defensivedefenoive rolerole.role.-

ANALYSIS

role.-

ANALYSIS

,.

ANALYSIS AMAND) CRITICISMCRI'I'ICISMCRIIICISMCRITICISM-

A

CRI'I'ICISM-

A

CRIIICISM-

A

CRITICIS-

M

' '

A study of this series of operations indicatesindioates that the battalionbattalion-

was

battali-
onwas initiallyinitia.lly. assignedassi/nedassinedass/!, tvvo'bvobvotwovivobo' missions , of being the divisionsdiv'isions' reserve andand-

holding

lan-

dholding

and-

holding

lan-

dholding

and-

holding

lan-

dholdingholding an open divisiondivi8io and regimentalregGreg entaldental flank , and could not clearlyolearly bebe-

committed

re-

committed

be-

oommitted

ab-

ominated

be-

con

bea-

concommittedoommittedomittedcon pitted to carryoarryhoary out either onone© to the fullest extent.extent. All initialinitialt-

roop
initi-

ator

initialt-

roop
initi-

ator

initialt-

roop
initi-

atortroop dispositionsdisposdispose itionspitons in the Ardennes areaaroaaroma warewere necessarilyneoessarily over extendedextended-

because

exte-
nded

extended-

beoa.use

exte-
nded

extended-

because

exte-
ndedbecausebeoa.usebeoause. of twotw.otw-otwo.- mainutaintaint reasons.reasons. First - the Allied attack to the northnorth-

required

north-

re

Nor-

th

north-

requiredrequiredre liredlaired a great many troops with the total Allied divisions availableavailable-

being

availa-

ble
available-

baing

availa-

ble
available-

being

availa-

blebeingbaingbaaing relatively fewfawfawn for the frontage and ; secondly , becausebeCbeck se of the USU.S.USU.S.-

Arr.

U.-

S.

U.S-

.Army's

US-

Armys

Sm-

army

,. *.

Army'sArmysArmsArr.ArrBarr. .''ss' belief that the Germans would not attackattaok through the ArdennesArdermesAirdromesArdennes-

and

Ardermes-

and

Ardenn-

es
Airdro-

mesand thus our troops in that areaarea.. were thinly spreadspread.spread.-

as

sprea-

d

*.,

26as26ii-
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The division commandercmmnander desired aggressive patrolling and somesom-

eprisoners

com-

parison

som-

eprisoners

com-

parison

som-

eprisoners

com-

parisonprisoners of war to gain informationintornat1on about the enemy to our front asas-

intelligence

s-

aintlier
as-

intelligence

s-

aintlier
as-

intelligence

s-

aintlierintelligence about the GermansGernlinsGeraaneGremlinsGermane was*as 'completely'o6o6'concon letelylately lackinglaok171gfll,,. In oowpliauoeoar.rplianceoarrplianceoompliancedownplayedairplanecomplianceoowpliauoe-

with

oar.rpliance-

with

oompliance-

with

complia-

nce
.

with this the regimentalregiJnental: commander ordered the 3rd Battalion to sendsend-

out

sno-

ut
send-

out

sno-

ut
send-

out

sno-

utout a strong patrol to penetratepenetra.te. the enemy held woods and continueoontinue toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe road running north from RoolcerathRookerathFrolickerBroker in German held territoryterritory.*. FromFrom-

previous

From-

previ"Us

From-

previUs

From-

previouspreviousprevi"UspreviUs" reconnaissancereoonnaissanoe patrolspatrol , it waswnsawns confirmedoonfirmed that the enemy outout-out-

posts

out-

posts

out-

posts

¬-

posts were alonga.long. the edgeedeoedo; of the woods withvrithwrithe their main line of resistancerosistanceresistance-

of

rosistance-

of

resistan-
ceof well prepared automaticautomatioautomation weapons positions protectedproteoted by riflemen inin-

about

in-

habit

in-

about

in-

habit

in-

about

in-

habitabout three hundred yards.yards. A reconnaissancereoonnaissanoe patrol had been allowed toto-

outer

to-

oter

to-

enter

to-

oter

to-

enter

to-

oterouterenter the1e woods previously and thethothou Germans had then closedolosedloosed in and cutoutcut-

their

cu-

tter
cut-

their

cu-

tter
out-

their

mo-

uthiertheir escape but two monmen had succeededsuoceeded in returning to our0ur linoslineslimos andand-

gavo

land-

grave

and-

gave

land-

grave

and-

gave

land-

gravegavogavegao this valuablevalua.ble. information.informationinformf.ltion.informfltion. . WithWi'chWichWhich' this knowledgeknm"ledgeknmledgeImo wledgeledge" voryvaryveryIvory carefuloareful planspla.nsplans-

were

plast-

ered

pla.ns-

were

plan-

ner

plans-

were

plast-

ered

.

were mademndemonde for the patrol and artillery support was made available.availablea.vailable.available.-

About

availa-
ble

a.vailable.-

About

availa-
ble

available.-

About

availa-
ble

. .

About 0700 hourshQurs 27 DecemberDeoemberDeoomber , onoone rifle platoon with a sectionseotion of lightlight-

machine

legiti-

macies

light-

maohine

light-

machine

legiti-

maciesmachinemaohine CUllSguns;unsHuns atbacheda.ttachedattached. from CompanyCOmpD.lCOmpDlConrianyComplyCorrigan. " I under the commandoomrnandoormandMoorlanddoorman of Lt.Lt. ComfortComfort-

moved

Com-

fort
Comfort-

moved

Com-

fort
Comfort-

moved

Com-

fortmoved forwardfor.-yardfor.yardforfo .
-rardramrod: and successfullySUOOF.ssi'ullySUOOFssiully.!

' penetrated the woods.woodsvroods.vroodsroods. Excellent radiora.dioradio-

contact

radi-

ocast
ra.dio-

contact

radi-

ocast
radio-

contact

radi-

ocast
.

contact with the patrol by SCRSR 300 was maintained and at 0930 hourshour-

safter

house-

father

hour-

safter

house-

father

hour-

safter

house-

fatherafter hard going throught} oughHough very deep snowssnmrssncnrssinners the patrol reported a sharpsharp-

fire

shar-

pie
sharp-

fire

shar-

pie
sharp-

fire

shar-

piefire fight ata.t. the main enemyenenvGeneva position anda.nd. capturedca.ptured. several prisoners.prisonersprisoners.-

For

prisone-

rs
.

For aboutbout forty-fivefortyfive- minutes contact was lost but at 1045 hours110urS thethe-

patrol

th-

eatre

the-

pC.trol

ste-

pstool

the-

patrol

th-

eatrepatrolpC\.trolpC.troltroll\. leaderleo.dorleodor. reportedreJortGdreport[ he hadha.d. reached the road and was returningretur11il'lbretur11illb' butbut-

about

bug-

aboo

but-

bout

bu-

yout

but-

about

bug-

abooaboutbout fifteen minutes later another report was received saying theythey-

woe

th-
ey

they-

we.e

ther-

e're

they-

were

he-
werwo-ewoewe.eweewere:-. in aa.. very heavy fire fightfiehtfilet; and appeareda.ppeared. to bobe surrounded.surrounded. HeavyHeavy-

small

Head-

stall

Heavy-

small

Head-

stall

Heavy-

small

Head-

stallsmall arms fire to our front was'MlSMlSMills' heard but no further reports fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe patrol were heard and none> of the personnelperscrmelperspire returnedreturned.*. PromFrom allalli-

ndications

all-

eviations

alli-

ndications

all-

eviations

alli-

ndications

all-

eviationsindications , the enemy hadha.d. gainedainedaimed enough time due to the deep penetrationpenetration-

to

penetrati-
onto bring up strong reserves and completelyoompletely overwhelm the platoon.platoonpla.toon.. . TheTh-

einformation

Te-

nderization

Th-

einformation

Te-

nderization

Th-

einformation

Te-

nderizationinformation gained from this patrolpatrolvaspatrolwas\vasvas'\ negative and the cost was very

2424-
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'i.i*' ..*..,,.;' 11-

t

1-

About

t

About 1200 hours , CompanyCompa.nyCconpanyAccompany. K rejoined and the battalion defensedefense-

consisted

defe-
nseless

defense-

consisted

defe-
nseless

defense-

consisted

defe-
nselessconsisted of Company K on the left with the left flank about 500 yardsyards-

from

yard-

arm

yards-

fr

yar-

ds

rardsramrodsrards-

.trom

road-

sterfrom.tromtromtromp
. fr an a neckneokneo of woodswOr."dswOrds.

" protrudingprotru.ding
.

from the enemy positions and on an openopen-

and

oper-

and

open-

a.nd

openha-

nded

open-

and

oper-

andanda.nd. barren forwardfon7ard slopelopes well within small arms rangeran e of enemy outpostsoutposts.outposts.-

Company

outp-
osts

,.

Company L wasWB.WB. $ on the left flank also on a forwardforvrardforbad open slope but 150016001500-

yards

1500-

yards
- -

yards from the enemyenenwrenew held woods to our frontfront.*. The 81mra8lmm81mm mortars of Com-ComCo-

mpony

Co-

mpany

Co-

mpany

Co-

mpany

-
, \ ponypanypanky IIM supported the front line rifle companies from.from. one position andand-

one

und-

one

and-

one

und-

one

and-

one

und-

oneone machine gunjunjunk( platoon wasvms withvlithlithe eachea.ch. rifle companycompany.corapany.corapanyorphan*. The battalionba.-tta.lionba.tta.lionstallion. -
. rere-

serve

re-rere-

serve

re-

serve

¬-

serve consistedoonDisted of the few remainingremaininc personnelpersormel of the Ammunition andand-

Pioneer

san-

dpiper

and-

Pioneer

san-

dpiper

and-

Pioneer

san-

dpiperPioneer platoon and the anti-tankantitankanti-tamtamanti-tankktankk- : platoonplatoon. . in position on the reversereverse-

slope

rever-

ses
reverse-

slope

rever-

ses
reverse-

slope

rever-

sesslope of Hill 592592.592592-

.Durin

592-

Durin

592-

.During

592-

During

,.

DuringDurinDurian the nightnirnoir t of 19-201920- DecemberDeceDeice berbeer , elements of the 395th InfantryInfantry-

and

Infantrya-

.nd

Infantry-

mananda.nd. the.the. 2nd DivisionDivi.sinnDivisinn:
. withdrew from KrinkeltTrinket throughthrouEh: ournurinure lines and dawnde.vmdevmdvmdawn-

of

daw-

n
de.vm-

of

de-
v

dawn-

of

daw-

n
.

of 20 Deceir.berDeceirberDecelr.berDecelrberDecemberDeclarer. againai .inin. foundfound. . the battaliontJc.liontJclionticklingba (; . in a front line position butbut-

tMs

bu-

tts
but-

t.hi

b-
utt

but-

this

ba-

thstMst.hithithistamsthin. timot.imotimeTimor. in a.at.tt.oodstood\.. oodod-ood'-:: () naturalIle.tura.lIleturalPleural. . defensivedofonsivedofcndoc ivedive position with,",ithitch longlonf-lonflonlonffieldsBloomfield-; fields of firefire-

and

fire-

man

firea-

.nd

fire-

man

fire-

and

fire-

mananda.nda.nd'riandriandroid. withvritIiviii\'ri'riri\ ' th; more thantho.nthonthong. adequateequo.teequotequotee.e. . artillery support.support. AllAl ]. obtainable ammunitionanmunitionar:=nitionnotion ,

anti-tankantitankanti-to.nkto.nkTonka- . mines , and automaticautOlnntioAtlantic weapons'I'reapolWIreapolWweapon'sFirepower' ,' ' were'rererererare' in position and prepared forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe-the- rerfcnerlnextrefnearly enemycnemyonemy attack.attackttaok.ttaoktacoa . About 2000 hours , 20 December the enemy launchedla.unchedlaunched-

a

la.unched-

a.

launche-

d

.

aa.. tank and infantry attacko.btackobtackobstacle.: but tremendoustromendous fires fromfran the 99th and 2nd2nd-

Division

2nd-

Division

2nd-

DivisionDivision Artillery battalionsbattbatty lions lasting forty-fivefortyfive- minutes completelyco.mpletelycompletely-

routed

comple-
tely

co.mpletely-

routed

comple-
tely

completely-

routed

comple-
tely

.

routed the attack.attackattaok.attaok. None ofoff the enemy infantryinfantrinfantry :{ ororuanksdrunks-uanksuanksyanks- ; .nksnksinks. werewore ablea.ble. toto-

roach

T-

orah

to-

roach

T-

orah

to-

roach

T-

orahroach our positions and the screaming of the wounded Germans could bebe-

hoard

be-

head

be-

heard

be-

head

be-

hoard

be-

headhoardheard thothethou remainingrnaininGrarnainingraininGarraigningr hoursh0urs ofor darknessda1"lmcss.da1lmcss.da1lmcssdarlrnoss.darlrnossda1"lmcss.-

The

da1lmcss-

The

darlrnoss.-

The

"

*.

The period 21-272127- DecemberDocenfuer foundround both forces performing continuouscontinuous-

reconnaissance

continuousr-

econno.iOGanC

continuous-

reconnaissancereconnaissancereconno.iOGanCreconnoiOGanC. patrolling with frequent viciousvioious artillery dualsd "lsls" takingtaking-

placet

tak-
ing

taking-

place.

tak-
ing

taking-

place.

tak-
ingplacetplace.placeplacket. Company I and the 1st PlatoonPle.toor.PletoorPlethora. .. oi'"Campany.oiCampany.of.Xampany.ofXampanyicemanOxfam. <*f'". CflmpanyFlippancy .

M returnedr.eturned. . _to 3rd3rd-

Battalion

3rd-

Battalion

.

BattalionBattalton controloontrol 23 December anda.nd. immediatelyinmedia.telyinmediately. took over Company LsL'sLs-

position

Su-

pposition

L's-

position

Ls-

position

Su-

pposition

L's-

position

Ls-

position

Su-

pposition

!'

position with the latter becomingbe'omingbeomingbe '; om.ineominemine. ; the battalionba.ttalion. reserve and taking upup-

positions

su-

ppositions

up-

positions

su-

ppositions

up-

positions

su-

ppositionspositions on the next terrain feature to the rear at about 800 yardsyards-

distance.

yards-

distance.

yards-

distance.distance.distance. (21)21( )

(21)21( ) A-5A5-
252325'i-

.

25-
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..

.- "
. . /11-

the

' .

the last possibleposs ib 18 moment thus havingha.ving. to abandon manymt.nymtnymutinyn ..naynay. weapons afteratterLatterafter-

limited

after-

image

atterl-

imited

aste-

riated

after-

limited

after-

imagelimited destruction.destructiondestruotion.destruotion. Movement of the 57mm57mrn57rmn anti-tankantitank- guns over snowysnrmysentrysnow-

yfields

snow-

fields

snrm-

yfields

snow-

fields

snow-

yfields

snow-

fieldsfields by the inadequatei 1J.a.t1Ja.t1Jat. . 6x66 .trtr.truqfcruac.ruacthrurace+;, q} .prpr. prlraoPlanoprig--moverprigmoverQ .- . mover.mover.- w&wWUma.ma&*: . iwp-WibleiwpWibleIwoWile.UJp11UJp11itnp7s3- : "ibleibledibble" anda.nd. thusthus'thus-thus-

the

thrus-

hes

thus'-

the

thus-

the

thrus-

hes

thus-

the

thrus-

hes

'-

the weapons were capturedoaptured by enemy troops.troopstroops.-

Elements

troops.-

Elements

troops.-

Elements

.

Elements of the 2nd Division , 393rd Infantry , anda.nd. 395th396th InfantryInfantry-

were

Infan-
try

. - - . .- - -
were still successfullysuooessfully holding nearnear KrinkeltTrinket and northnorthwithforthwith/withwith/with units oforof-

the

of-

ten

or-

the

N-

orth

of-

the

of-

tenthe 1stlet Division hastily moved up from the rest area near AubelAbel ,
. .

Belgium to counterattackoounterattaok and defend in the Butgenbaoh areaarea.area,. tkusthus pre-prepr-prpre-

venting

preI-

.

pr-
e

pr-

vent

pa-

rent

© -
I.I. )

ventingvent3.ng3ng. the enemy from driving north to trap the 2nd and 99th DivisionsDivisions.*.

(19)19( )

Reorganization of the U.S.UStr.3.tr3.tr3. . lines was urgently needed and under thethec-

ommand

heb-

domad

theo-

ommand

Ta-

homa

theo-

onnnandcommandoommandoonnnand of Major General Robertson of the 2nd Division , the 2nd and 99th99th-

Divisions

99th-

Divisions

99th-

DivisionsDivisions hastilyhas'tily' gatheredga.thered. all available units and prepared to organizeorganize-

positions

orga-

nize
organize-

positions

orga-

nize
organize-

positions

orga-

nizepositions on thetIle ElsenbornEleanor HeighthsHeiphthsEighths about 4,0004000, yards east of the vitalvitalr-

oad

vit-

al
vitalr-

oad

vit-

al
vitalr-

oad

vit-

alroad junction tnwnirnvntwinIrvintm: of Elsenborn.ElsenbornEleanor. (20)20(20)-

Early

20-

Early

(20)-

Early

20-

Early

(20)-

Early

20-

Early

( )

Early in the morning of 19 DecemberDeoember the 3rd Battalion minus ComCom-Co-

mpanies

Co-

mpanies

Co-

mpanies

¬-

paniespansies I and K , and the 1st Platoon of Company M assembled on thethe-

eastern

th-

eater
the-

eastern

th-

eater
the-

eastern

th-

eatereastern side of ElsenbornEleanor and began to reorganize , distribute the autoauto-

matic

¬';=-
maticmatiomanticMattie weaponswea.pons. left , distribute supplies , and replacereplaoe leaders that hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen lost.lost., With1ith the first meal in three daysda , the morale of all personperson-person-
J

perso-
n

person-

nel

*-
'- J

nel11e1noel went up and everybody was again anxious to stop the enemy.enemyenemy.enemy..\ :!

About

1000 hours the regimental defense order was received and we find thethe-

battalions

te-

arstains

the-

battalions

te-

arstains

the-

battalions

te-

arstainsbattalions in the followingfo11 ingKing locations.locationslooatiollocation. The 3rd Battalion was in thethe-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nornorth halfho.lfholf. of the regiment sectorseotor on HillHill.HillJ5J3S. 59. ?
., just east of the DragprasDraspramsDrabspras-

river.

pres-

erver

Drag-

river.

Dre-

arier

Dras-

river.

Dre-

arierriver.river. The 1st BattalionBatta.lion. was in the southern half of the regimentalregimental-

sector

regime-

ntals

regimental-

.sector

regime-

ntals

regimental-

.sector

regime-

ntalssector.sector. on Hill111111111160760799.1991-607'-
. due east of ElsenbornEleanor, anda-ndand- thethe'the'2ndthe2nd

'

2nd Battalion in rere-

serve

rrere-

serve

'
¬'=';

serveaarvalarva in the oenterventerenter of the sectorseotor anda.nd. 1000 yards to the rear ofor the MIft.MIftMIR.MIRMisfitMIft-

.The

Mit-

ten

MIR-

.The

Mi-

rth

MIR-

.The

Mi-

rth

.

The 39th39 1 Infantry wasvas in position northnor 1 of the 3rd Battalion and thethe-

324th

the-

324th

the-

324th324th EngineerEnr.ineerEnrineer.; Combat BattalionBa.ttalion. south of the 1st Battalion.Battalion. ( See Map C )

(19)19( ) A-3A3- (20)20( ) A-3A3-
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T
'. '

a, .II..I-

progress

i-

mprovesprogress against stiffstiff'' resistanceresistamse ,but this drive coupledooupled with the enemy-enemyenel\YenelYEngelenem-

ythrust

en-
emy

enelY-

thrust

enem-

ythrust

ene-
my

\ -

thrust from the Butgenbaoh-BullingenButgenbaohBullingenBulling- area in the south threatened thethe-

encirclement

the-

enoiroler

te-

enier
the-

encirclementencirclementenoirolerenforcernt of the 394th Infantry and8J:1d8J1d: accordinglyaooord1Dgly a withdrawalw1thdra\Valw1thdraValwithdraw\ .ll. NVTNWVTNV-

Tfrom

An-

tifoam

h"WhWh-

"Wfrom

h-

Wfrom

N-

Wfrom

Ne-

wsroom

"

from MurringenUrine by the regiment commencingoommencingcormmenoing at 0246 hours 18 DecemberDeoember 19441944-

was

1944-

was

1944-

waswas in effeot8HMUthseffeo'teffeoteffecteffJeffeotet' *, aMan-1an1- 'WLhWLhWalsh' *e in darknessdarkndarken +eesRees with visibilityvisibilit limited to aa.. fewf8Wfew-

feet

fe-
west

f8W-

feet.

f8W-

feet

few-

feet.

fe-
westfeetfeet.*. EnemyEnemfEnema locationlooation and penetrations were unknown and in the withwith-with-

drawal

with-

drawal

with-

drawal

¬--

drawaldrawl from MurringenlrringenlurringenUrineluring! to KrinkeltiUkeltTrinketinkjetl enemy and friendly columns crossedorossedcrossed-

and

orossed-

and

cross-

edand intermingled with each other and friend or foetoe was unrecognizable.unrecognizableunreoognizab1e.unreoognizab1eunrecognizable.-

The

unreoognizab1e.-

The

unreoognizab1e-

The

unrecogniza-

ble

.

The battalion motorsmot.oramotoramotor. upon on-boringonboringantoX'ingantoXinganteingentormentor- ' ingKing KrinkeltiuceltTrinketMichelKr ; ran into enemy armor andand-

through

sa-

ndhog

and-

through

sa-

ndhog

and-

through

sa-

ndhogthrough the vehiclevehiole drivers actingaotingaborting on their initiative escapedesoapedsoaped aroundaround-

the

arou-

nd

around-

the

arou-

nd

around-

the

arou-

ndthe towntovmtom throughthrouthou h difficult snow-coveredsnowcovered- fenced fields , waaccomplishedacc'omplished.ace-omplished.aceomplished.wasaceomplished.comprisedwu.wuwas-was* .- acc'omplished.-

Convoy

accomplished-

Convoy

accompli-

shed

aceomplished.-

Convoy

accompli-

shed

'-

*.

Convoy controloontrol at this point wasvms impossible.impossible. Due to the numerousmunerous interinter-inter-

mingling

inter-

mingling

inter-

mingling

¬-

mingling of friendly and enemy forces from Jtoringen1lurringen1erurringenTouring to KrinkeltTrinket , nono-

pitched

n-

oticed

no-

pitohed

o-

ptioned

no-

pitched

n-

oticedpitchedpitohed battles were fought ando.ndondbond. with few exceptionsexoeptions the withdrawal waswa-

ssuccessfully

was-

Stloc.essfully

wa-

ssuccessfullysuccessfullyStloc.essfullyStlocessfullyStressfully. accomplishedaocomp1ished on the action ofof'' excellentexoellent squad , platoon anda.ndand-

corflpany

a.nd-

cor

anc-

hor

and-

company

anc-

horman

.

corflpanycompanycorcoir any leadership.leadership. I/henIhenVthonThongV / 1en a line running generally east and west throughthrough-

Krinkelt

thro-
ugh

through-

Krinkelt

thro-
ugh

through-

Krinkelt

thro-
ughKrinkeltTrinket and WirtzfeldWithed waswa.s. Beachedeaohedreached , protection for the disorganizeddisorganized-

394th

disorganized3-

94tl1394th394tl1 Infantry was afforded by elements of the 2nd Division and 393rd393rd-

Infantry

393rd-

Infantry

393rd-

InfantryInfantry Regiment which were holding the enemy.enemyenezr.y.enezryemery. . Continued movement toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe northwest found the remanentsarmaments of the 394th Infantry at the easterneastern-

side

Easter-

tide

eastern-

side

Easter-

tide

eastern-

side

Easter-

tideside of ElseribornElsenbornDesertionEleanor by 0700 hours 19 DecemberDeoember 1944 to receivereoeive their firstfirst-

moal

fir-
st

first-

m

firs-

t
first-

Meal

fir-
stmoalMealmodalm al in three days and be out of light artillery rangerange.range.-

The

ran-
ge

*.,

The action of the past three days had accountedacoounted for many menman andand-

officers

da-

ndifies

and-

offioers

da-

ndifies

and-

officers

da-

ndifiesofficersoffioers andD.ndDndDandy. upon arrival at ElsenbornEleanor the only equipment availablea.vailable. waswa-

srifles

we-

ariless

wa-

srifles

we-

ariless

wa-

srifles

we-

arilessrifles and a few light machinemaohinerrztohine guaegaugeguaeandruns.-andruns.andguns-andgunsgarlandruns; .--andand- two 81mm8lit1m"m"jrt8lit1mmjrt81 "mortars.mortarst"martstmartsmarts"( s.-s.s.upply.diBsupply., ' - .
,."upplyupplynpplysupplynappy":upply.diB-upply.diBsupplyupply.diB-

cipline

. disdaisdis-

cipline

d aa-

cipline

a-

irline

¬-

ciplinehipline had been relativelyrela.tive1yrelative1y. good but aBe-BeBenearlyBeanery*- nearly all movement during thethe-

withdrawal

the-

withdrawal

the-

withdrawalwithdrawal was through near-mountainousnearmountainousnee.r-mountainousnee.rne'er. - terrainterra.in. and knee-deepkneedeep- snow , r;r-

ooupled

g-

rouped

. .

l ;/ ( ' 'ff'
A

ss-

coupled
c-

oupled
\\ ,

coupledooupled with fiercefieroe enemyeneRene w attacksattaoks had costoostboost dearly in supplies.supplies. MachineMachine-

gunners

Mac-

hine

Machine-

gunners

Mac-

hine

Machine-

gunners

Mac-

hinegunners and anti-tankantitank- crewsore\sores\,{ had remained at their weapons firing untiluntil-

2121-2121-

T

-21-

progress



,II.I. ' ;uJu-

better

b-

etter

!
:

. . ,
, ' .

better terrain ofot MurringenMurringen.rringen.rringenUrinecringeI *. ( See Map C )

RationsRa.tions. had notn\JtnJt\ been received for two dayadaysday and it was urgently hopedhoped-

to

hop-

edto obtain them upon arrival in MurringenjMurringenUrine, but about 1300 hours , 17 DecemDeoem-DeoemDeemDecem-

ber

Deoem-

ber

Decem-

ber

Deoem-

ber

Decem-

ber

¬-

berbeer , the regimental kitchenskitohens had withdrawn fromiran that town to an unknownw1knownunknow-

nlocation

unk-
nown

w1know-

nlocation

unknsunkenunkn-

location

unk-

nottinglocation to the northwest to avoid the GormanGarmanGerman forcesforoesforgoes moving up from thethe-

south

T-

heo
the-

south

T-

heo
the-

south

T-

heosouth in the vicinityvioinity ofof-.o-f. ButgeribaohButrenbaoh.ButrenbaohButgenbaoh.ButgenbaohBulgariaBurden; *. An officeroffioer was dispatched to lo-lo10-10lo-

cate

10-

I'

10-

I
lo-

cats

lo-

cates

-
I'I/ /' '

catecatscarte the kitchenstohenstokenski and return withvtithtithe rationsandrationsrations J, andand finally caughtoaughtaught up withwith-

them

wri-

tten

with-

them

wri-

tten

with-

them

wri-

tten .them at KrinkeltTrinketKr inkeinksinked 1Itt but enemy armor wasvvasvas enteringenter ingKing the town iVomf"roJnfroJnionfrondi"roiatroika the.the northnorth-

and

northl-

and

north-

and

northl-

and

north-

and

northl-

andand , enemy shelling was heavy and continuousoontinuous.oontinuouscontinuous.*..'

Further movementmowmentmoment of thethe-

service

th-

esauri

the-

servioe

ch-

eerio
the-

service

th-

esauriserviceservioe train was necessarynecesnieces saryscary and after an alla.ll. night movement on heavilyheavily-

congested

hea-
vily

heavily-

oongested

hails-
tones

heavily-

congested

hea-
vilycongestedoongested roads , it finally stopped at CampCa.mp. ElsenbornElaenbornEleanor , fartar to thethe-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nornorth andD.ndDndDandy. west.west. Complete lacklaoklao of aggressiveness of the battalion S-4S46-46S4-

had

64-

had

S4-

had

--

had thus causedoausedpaused the 3rd BattalionBatJGfllion to operateopera.te. without'w'ithout' ' GlassClass I and IIIIII-

supplies

III-

supplioB

III-

suppliossuppliessupplioBsuppliossupplied of any type for two days and nights.nights. Only through the capablecapable-

work

capa-

ble
capable-

work

capa-

ble
capable-

work

capa-

blework ofor members of the A & P platoonsplatoolwplatoon waevmswaswade ammunitionunitionpunition8 brought forwardforwardiasforwardforwardias-

the

forwa-
rd

, asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe Battalion S-416S416S-4'4'4S-4's4's4s- ' s ofor the regiment did not in any way handle ammunition8J11lm.1nition8J11lm1nitionammrnitionammunition-

and

8J11lm.1nition-

a.nd

8J11lm1nition-

and

ammrnition-

and

ammuniti-

on

.

anda.nd. thus the A & P platoonpla.toon. did much unnecessaryunneoessary long distancedistanoe supplysupply-
ff

supply-
rh

supp-
lyff1.1-rhrh-

. | el(e-

lhauls
B-

elarus
<

haulsha.uls. and couldoouldGould not properly perform other tasks urgently needed.needed. A & PP-

constructed

C-

onstructed

J"J/ "

,; ,

constructedonstructed road blocksblooklookblookhavebookshelves,
would have impeded the enemy advanceadvalAdvil e greatly asas-

their

as-

hier

as-

their

as-

hier

as-

their

as-

hiertheir movement was confinedoonfined aa.. great deal to roads easily blockedblooked.blookedblocked.lookedblooked-

.Desperate

blocked-

.Desperate

*.

Desperate work was accomplishedaocomplished by the battalion in preparingpreparing-

positions

prep-
aring

preparing-

positions

prep-
aring

preparing-

positions

prep-
aringpositions at Murringen1urringenlu1urringenUrine: but at about 0200 hours 18 DecemberDeoember 1944 , thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy had outflanked it on the north anda.nd. souso'sosoulsotJ--sotJsotsotJbecausesoutheaster'., - "' - because'because' the 2nd BattalionBa.ttalionBattalion-

had

Ba.ttalionh-

a.d

Battali-
on

.

hadha.d. boonbean unable to conductoonduotconduit an organized and orderly withdrawal due toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe heavyhea.vy. enemy pressure and difficultdiffioult terrain.terrain. Two companiesoompanies of thethe-

1st

the-

1st

the-

1st1st Battalion had only 15 or 20 personnel eacheaohLeah left as a result of thethe-

heavy

th-

ee
the-

hea.vy

th-

ee
the-

heavy

th-

eeheavyhea.vy. fighting at LosheimergrabenLoaheimergraben and were subsequently unableunabnab e to organizeorganize-

a

organize-

Q.

organiz-

eaQ.Q. defense at Murringen.MurringenUrine. ToT (J thet119 north of()f the 394th Infantry at RookerathBrokerRookerath-

and

Rookerath-

a.nd

Provok-

eranda.nd. KrinkeltTrinketKr inks It heavy fighting was taking placepla.oeplaoe. with the Germans making_king
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morning140rning found all remaining companiesoompanies intact and furtherturther digging in andand-

improving

ind-

isposing

and-

improving

ind-

isposing
. - . . . . - . . . . . .

' "

improving positionspositions.*. With daylight , the enemy again attackedattaoked the 1stletlot1st-

Battalion

let-

Battalion

lot-

BattalionBattalion at LosheimorgrabenLosheimergraben after a heavy shelling , bombing , and strafstraf'-straf'straf-strafestraf-

ing

straf'i-

ng.

straf-

ing

strafi-

ng.

straf-

ing

'¬-

inging.King*. TheThe.TheThe.attaokHeatstroke._ attackattaok was againaga.in. repulsed and the right and southern flank ofotof-

the

of-

ten

ot-

the

ot-

her

of-

the

of-

tenthe regiment was intactintaot.intaotintact.*. About 1500 hours , another attackatta.okattaok. was launchedlaunched-

on

launch-

edon both the 1stlet anda.nd. 3rd battalionsba.ttalions. and further defense waawadWadawa highly imim-

probable

im-imim-

proba.ble

im-

probable

im-

probable

¬-

probableproba.ble. and the regimentregimont was notified of such.such. About 1600 hours , allall-

battalion

A-

lberta
all-

battalion

A-

lberta
all-

battalion

A-

lbertabattalion motors were sent to MurringentfurringenUrinefurring via Losheimergraben-BullingenLosheimergrabenBullingenergraben-Bul1ingenergrabenBul1ingenBullingserrateLosheimergrabenBullingen-

highway

LosheLose ergrabenBul1ingen-

hi

-

highwayhi vrayray as a movement NE from HonsfeldHonsfe1dHosed by the Germans would have trappedtrapped-

all

trapp-

edall vehiclesvehioles in the 1st and 3rd battalionbal.talionbaltalion, .; area.areaa.rar. a.a. (18)18( ) ( See ISap1i3.p1i3pMapSap. B )

At 1630 hours , a message was receivedreoeived for the 3rd Battalion to withwith-with-

draw

with-

draw

with-

draw

¬-

draw to the high-groundhighground- east of MurringenUrine and prepare positions therethere.there.-

About

there-

About

there.-

About

there-

About

*.

About 10 minutes later an order was receivedreoeived attachingattaohing Company K to thethe-

1st

the-

1st

the-

1st1st Battalion andnndnd in accordanceccordanoe that companyoompany went into positions alongalong-

uhe

along-

the

alo-
ng

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

ateuhethehe Losheimergroben-ButcenbaohLosheimergrobenButcenbaohLosheunorgrc.ben-ButcenbaohLosheunorgrc.benLosheimergraben-ButgenbaohLosheimergrabenButgenbaoh: . - road about 400 yards NWmV'mVmV'ofmVofmV' of LosheimergrabexuLosheimergraben.LosheimergrabenLosheimergrabexu-

The

Losheimergraben.-

The

.

The 3rd Battalion now consisted of Battalion Headquarters Company, ComCom-Com-

pany

Com-

pany

Com-

pany

¬-

panypanky L, anda.nd. Company M (minus 1stlet Lk.kL,6L6,
. ,66,6 platoon ) .

As the battalion unitsunite wereyereere, withdrawing from positions and advanceadvanoeadvance-

elements

adv-
ance

advanoe-

elements

advance-

elements

adv-
anceelements beginning preparation ofpositionsofpositionsoppositions, east of MurringenUrine , it waswas-

learned

wa-

steland

was-

learned

wa-

steland

was-

learned

wa-

stelandlearned that thethothou Germans had capturedoaptured HunningenShunning , the'the' Regimental C.PCPC.P.C.P-

.location

. ,.*

location , and appeared to be moving north to the main highway.highwayhighwa.y.. . ThisThis-

information

This-

inform

His-

sing
This-

informationinformationinform .tiontionion. revealed thattha.t. MurringenUrine would have to be defended from thethe-

south

T-

heo

the-

south

T-

heo

the-

south

T-

heosouth and west which was to be the 1stlet Battalion 394th takr'beakbeaktask-tasktakertaskupontask' * - upon withwith-with-

drawal

with-

drawa1

with-

drawal

¬-

drawaldrawa1drawl from the LosheimergrabenLoaheimergraben areaarea.*. The 2nd Battalion , on the north ,

was being heavily assaultedassaulted-andassaultedandand.and.- penetrated and was of necessityneoessity goinggoing-

to

goin-

gto withdraw to the west and take up defensive positions on the north ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 3rd Battalion , thus , completingoompleting the first retrograde movement of allall-

battalions

all-

iterations

allb-

E

al-

b

all-

battalions

all-

iterationsbattalionsbE ).ttaEtta 1 ions of the regimentregiJnentreinvent anda.nd. forming a new line on the more open and

(18)18( ) A-4A4-
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As outlined abovea.bove. , the battalion was LLOITtLO\1'tLO1'1nowELLIOTLO\ ' minus CompanyCompAX1f I anda.nd. 1st PlatoonPlatoon-

machine

Plat-
oon

Platoon-

maohine

Plat-
oon

Platoon-

machine

Plat-
oonmachinemaohine gunsgunagun , CompanyCOlDpIU1J M, but thothou objectionjeotionemotionob wasvresRees overruledoverruled'overruled'ami"overruledamioverruled' 'andandami"amiamid

"

the 1st PlaPIe.-PIe.Pla-PlaxPIePla-

toon

PIe-

.toon

Pi-

ston

Pla-

toon

.,¬-

toonton, Company K under LtLt.Lt*. Rose , executiveexeoutive officeroffioer ofot CompanyOompany KX , was disdis-daisdis-

patched

dis-

patohed

dis-

patched

dis-

patched

¬-

patchedpatohed to carryoarryhoary out the assigned mission.mission. About 1800 hours , the plapIa-pIapla-planApiapla-

toon

pIa-

toon

pla-

toon

pla-

toon

¬-

toonton , by runner , reported it was in position anda.nd. not in contact withwith-

enemy

wri-

then

with-

enemy

wri-

then

with-

enemy

wri-

thenenemy elementslaments.lamentselements.eelements-

.All

eleme-

nts

laments-

.All

lame-
nts

*. -
-

All troops continuedoontinued to improve positions in the new areaarea.. and prepre-pre-

pare

pre-

pare

pre-

pare

¬-

pare for enemy attacksattacks.*. AT mines were requested but neverlleverlever received andan-

dit

ban-

dit

an-

dit

ban-

dit

an-

dit

ban-

ditit was latorlater learned the Regimental MSRMRS was cutcu.t. in the vicinityvioinity of But-But-But-

genback

But-

genbaok

But-

tonhook

Butg-

enback

-

genbackgenbaokgreenbackgemsbok by German tanks swingingswineineasinine; up from the south.south. All situation inin-

formation

in-inin-

forms.ti.on

in-

formation

in-

formation

¬-

formationforms.ti.onformstion. . was scarcesca.rce. and thattho.tthothot. receivedreceiv-cdreceivcdreceive- was very hazy and rapidly changing.changingohanging.ohanginghangingchanging.-

About

chang-

ing
ohanging.-

About

hang-
ing

changing.-

About

chang-

ing
.

About 30002000 hours , 16 DecemberDeoember 1944 , radio contactoontactoontactvithcontactwith\vithvithitch\ the 1stlstlast PlaPla-PlaxPla-

toon

Pla-

toon

Pla-

toon

¬-

toonton , CompanyCompatlJ"CompatlJCompact" K wasVl8.SVl8S. gained and
.

.

, reported enemy armora.rmor. could be heard movingmoving-

but

movi-

ngbut not as yet observedobserved.*. ThoTheTheo enemy armor soon appearedapp aredJared on the Lanzcrath-LanzcrathBlancaLanzcrath-

Ronsfeld

Lanzcrath-

Honsfeld

Lanzcrath-

fionsfeld

-

RonsfeldHonsfeldfionsfeldRinsedHosedfinessed road and LtLt.Lt*. Rose informed the BattalionttalionstallionB 0.0.00.00C.O.COC.O. .* that the enemyenemy-

was

enemy-

vms

ene-
mywasvms attackingattaching at 2030 hours and requested additional helphelp.*. To reinforcereinforce-

this

reinfo-
rcethis platoonpla.toon. further was considered inadvisable because what we believedbelieved-

a

believe-

da battalion could not long hold a few hourshOlhold S earlier could not now be heldheld-

by

Shel-

by

held-

by

Shel-

by

held-

by

Shel-

byby a platoon or companythuscompe.ny.thuscompenythuscompany.
.

, the Battalion C.O.CO. . again requested perper-per-

mission

per-

mission

per-

mission

¬-

mission to withdraw the platoon from FF.F,. BuoKholzBookshopBuoBubo olzoz , but this request too ,

wasvms refusod.refusodrefused.refused. Continued enemy armor movements were reported and manymany-

tanks

Ma-

yans

many-

tanks

Ma-

yans

many-

tanks

Ma-

yanstanks hadha.d. gone arounda.round. the platoon and were bumper to bumper heading forfor-

Honsfeld.

for-

ehanded

for-

Honsf'eld.

for-

Honsfeld

for-

ehanded

for-

Honsfeld.

for-

ehandedHonsfeld.HonsfeldHonsf'eld.Hosed' . By 2200 hours , the 1st Platoon hadha.d. reported about fifty-fivefiftyfivefiftyfivet-

anks

fiftyfivet-

n.ru

-

tankstn.rutnrutrue. with infantry aboard had passed through their position and thatthat-

they

heat-

hery

that-

they

heat-

hery

that-

they

heat-

herythey werewore being overrunoverrun.*., At 2230 , the last messagemessa.ge. from this platoonpla.toonplatoon-

was

pla.toon-

was

plato-

on

.

was receivedreoeived sayingSE\.yingSE.yingdying\. many casualties had been suffered andal1d they werewere-

surrounded

were-

surrounded.

were-

surrounded.surroundedsurrounded.surrounded.-

The

surround-

ed

*.

The balance of the night the battalion was not attackedattaoked but enemyenemy-

armor

ene-

ma
enem-

yarmr

ene-

ma
enemy-

armor

ene-

maarmorarmr() was heardhoard to be moving NWmvMY along the Lanzerath-EonsfeldLanzerathEonsfeldLanzerath-HonsfeldHonsfeldBlazerEnfieldHosedLanzLan erath-HonserathHonsearthHones- fe Id road and
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In time unless heavy reinforcements were dispatcheddis'DatoheddisDatoheddispatchedJdispatcheddispatchedwhichdispatched'

M
whiohwhich was unun-

likely

un-ununa-unaLunaun-
M

Unu-
m

un-

alikely

un-

likely

¬--
iJi-

l1kelj.

i-

l1keljlikelyl1kelj.l1kelj. becauseboca-ebocae,
-,! even the 99th)9th9th{') DivisionDivifJionDivipion reservereserve..., thee 3rdSrdSurd Battalion ,

394th was engaged fullyfully.*. (17)17( ) ( See Map C )

In accordanceaooordanoe with the developing threats , the Battalion C.O.COC.d.CdC.O-

.3rd

CO-

3rd

C.O-

.3rd

CO-

3rd

C.d-

.3rd

Cd-

3rd

. .

3rd Battalion , requested to withdraw to the north and HEWNE to form aa-

new

a-

neVT

J-

anet

a-

nevr

a-

ngernewneVTnevrneTnever shorter line and to develop the defense of the 1stlItlet BattalionBattalion-

right

Battal-

ion
Battalion-

right

Battal-

ion
- . . , _ n , _

right flankfla.nk. , thusthus.thus,. insuring better defense for the entire regimentalregimental-

sector

regime-
ntals

regimental-

sector.

regime-
ntals

regimental-

sector.

regime-
ntalssectorsector.*. SuchSuohSouth actiona.otionaotionabortion. was taken on the initiative of the 3rd BattalionBattalionC-

.O.

Battali-
onC.O.CO.. . with CompanyCompaCompaq r L swinging around to changeohe.ngeohengeCohen. directiondireotion fromtromtromp SE to SWSW-

and

W-

and

SW-

and

W-

and

SW-

and

W-

andand to gain and maintain contactoontaotonto with the southern flank of the 1st1st-

Battalion

1st-

Battalion

1st-

BattalionBattalion and anchor the companyoompany right flank on the road leading fromframframefrom-

F.

fram-

F.

fro-
m

Fra-

nF.F. BuokholzBookshop to the Losheimergraben-BullingenLosheimergrabenBullingenLosheimergraben..BullingenLosheimergrabenBullingenBulling-.. arterial highway.highwayhighvmy.highvmyhigh. ThisThis-

would

T-
his

This-

would

T-
his

This-

would

T-
hiswould placeplaoe Company L about 500 yards WENE of the railroad line andand-

facing

adv-

ancing

and-

ft..o

and-

facing

adv-

ancingfacingft.\.oft..o.\. ingKing southwest.southwest. Company K was to pull backbaokbook to positionpos itionion in line withwith-

Company

litho-

mancy

with-

Company

litho-

mancy

with-

Company

litho-

mancyCompany L and northwest of thothethou F.F. Buokholz-Losheimergraben-BullingenBuokholzLosheimergrabenBullingenBuokholz-Loshefmergraben-BullingenLoshefmergrabenBookshopBullingBuokholzLosheimergrabenBullingenh-

ighway.

BuokholzLoshefmergrabenBullingenh-

ighway.

BuokholzLosheimergrabenBullinge-

nhihvy.

- -

highway.highwayhihvy.hihvychivy; . CompanyCompallYComply M was to provide MG and mortar support
,
though firestiresfires-

of

tires-

of

fire-

s
tire-

sof the latter weapons werowere greatly handicappedhandioapped by laoklanklao ofof'' OP'sOPsOPISBopsHOPIS' and thethe-

heavily

ch-

eekily

the-

heavily

ch-

eekily

the-

heavily

ch-

eekilyheavily woodedQQ.dwoodQQ.QQ
.

d area.area. ( See MapIrlapIra C )

The withdrawalwithdravra.lwithdravral. was progressing accordingaooording to plan and all troopstroops-

were

troo-
pswere digging in at the new positions by 1500 hours whichwhioh afforded oneone-

and

hom-

eland

one-

and

hom-

eland

one-

and

hom-

elandand nne-halfnnehalfone-halfonene- hours of daylight for final preparation.preparation. SuccessfulSuooessful acao.aoac-

complishment

ao-aoao-

complishment

ac-

complishment

¬-..

complishmentcompliescomplislcomplies >>nentanent of the plan was interrupted by an order from C.O.CO. . 394th394th-

Infantry

394th-

Infantry

394th-

InfantryInfantry about 1600 hours to send one platoon of CompanyCompa.ny. KIC to occupyoocupyoccupy-

and

occup-

ant

oocupy-

and

occup-

ant

occupy-

and

occup-

antand defend LiieheiheLie, area in the vicinity of F.F. Buckholz.BuckholzBuokholz.BuokholzBuckshotBookshop. ObjectionObjeotion to suchsuohsoughsuch-

a

suoh-

a

suc-

h

Soh-

oa move was made on the grounds that such a small forcetoroetore couldoouldGould not dede-

fend

de-dede-

fend

de-

fend

¬-

fend the area , to occupyoooupr such a position would be ofof'' no particularpe.rtioulal-pe.rtioulaloperationallyparticulara-

dvantage

parti-
cular

pe.rtioulal-

advantage

particulara-

dvantage

parti-
cular

. -

advantage , and would only result in the loss1088 ofof'' a badly needed platoonplatoon-

and

plato-
onand weaken the right flank positions of the regiment.regimentregtment.regtment.

(17)17( ) A-4A4-
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LIa'LIaLiam'
"

.

.- '

and by ae.e. sequence of strongs.crongscrongscrounge. probing actionaotionabortionaotionaadoptioned
,

-wad-aadaadada d culminatingoulminating in thethe-

attack"

the-

attack

he-

artache

the-

attack..on

,

. .attack"attackattack"onattackonattack..one.t'et. ' aok"aokamokaok"'onaokonAkron"
'onon'. '

K had "bounco-offw"bouncobouncooffwunco-vrr"uncovrr"vrr"bounce-off""bouncebounceoff"off"-juncorr"bb" " '-

.on Companyompanycompany attempted to - and ;findfind'find-findafindaa. routerouttlroutroute-

of

routtl-

of

rou-

te

grot-

toof approachapproe.ohapproeohapproveapproach-south-andapproachsouthand-. _ _ _southlandQ th _ _ _ _southwestO\lthwestOlthwestsouthwest-lithestsouthwestofsouthwest\ _- ofLtbTbthe 3rd3rg.3rg3rdBattalion.3rdBattalion.__Battalionf! i 1 .
_ __ThatThat-he-wouldThathewouldThathewould-

later

_h _ _- he
_-
wouldwoul-

dlater

out-
datelater succeedsuooeedsoloed in suchsuohsough tactiostaoticstacticstractions had to be recognizedreoognized becausebeoause to thethe-

south

T-

heo
the-

south

T-

heo
the-

south

T-

heosouth of this battalion for 8-10fOOO810fOOO8-10.000810.00010.0008-10,00010,00010000- ., yards , there wereW9re no TJU.S.USUS., S ,. troopstroops-

and

troo-
psand any of the many roads and trails could be used as routes ofof-

approach.

of-

approach.

of-

approach.approach.approachapproach-

.Action

apprec-

iation

approach-

.Action

apprec-

iation

approach-

.Action

apprec-

iation

.

Action of the 1st Battalion to the north would necessarilyneoessarily playplay-

aa tremendous influenceinfluenoe on 3rd Battalion actionsaotionsabortions , thus , let'slets' brieflybrieflys-

ummarize

bri-
efly

brieflys-

ummarize

bri-
efly

brieflys-

un
brief-

lysummarizesun arizearise the battle progressprorress, on thati: 1.at1at. part of the sector.sectorseotor.seotor. Company'sCompanysCompanyCompany's-

A

Companys-

A

Compan-

y

'

A & B formed a defensivedefensdeafens ivoiv line running about 300 yards eastea.st. anda.nd. southsouth-south-

east

south-

east

south-

east

¬-=

east of Losheimergraben and protruded with exposed flanks.flanks. BetweenBetween-

the

Betwe-

enthe south flank of the 1st Battalion and the north flank of CompanyCompan-

yL

Company-

L6

Compa-

nyLL6, there had beenbeeubee a largolarge gap in our lines and to attempt to form aa-

line

a-

lpine

a-

line

a-

lpine

a-

line

a-

lpineline coveringoovering the easy approachesapproa.ohesapproaohes. in this area , the regimental comcom--com-

mander

com-

m

com-

mander

¬-

mandermaunderm nderender had placed the 394th394tJl InfantryInfInfo ntryentry I&RIR& platoon.platoon. Following the heavyheav-

yartillery

heav-

yartillery

heav-

yartilleryartillery barrage and at about 0700 hours the enemy attackedattaoked Company'sCompanysCompanyCompany's-

A

Companys-

A

Compan-

y

'

A & B at LosheimergrabenLosheLose ergrabenserrate very heavily with the objective ofor seizingseizing-

the

seizi-
ngthe commandingcora.ndingcorandingcorning. terrainterrnin and the vital highway crossroads leading westwest.wes-

t.Initial

wes-

t.Initial

,.

Initial assaults with tankstarutaus and infantry wereware repelled but the outpostsoutpost-

si

outposts-

of

outpos-

ts
i

of Company'sCompanysCompanyCo a r'srs' A & B and the I&RIR& platoon were cutout off and further wordword-

was

work-

days

word-

was

work-

days

word-

was

work-

dayswas not heard fromtram them after the initial enemy attacks.attacksattaoks.attaoks. In1n takingtaking-

this

taki-
ng

taking-

this

taki-
ng

taking-

this

taki-
ngthis position , thothathethouthan enemyenerjender had succeededsuoceeded in driving betvreenbetweenbe 1en$ the 1stlet1st-

Battalion

1st-

Battalion

let-

BattalionBattalion and 3rd BattalionBa.ttalion. , thus , leaving the latter in a precariouspreoariousprecarious-

position

preca-
rious

preoarious-

posi

uproari-

ous

precarious-

position

preca-
riouspositionposiposit tionion with enemy attacksa.ttacks. developingdevelopin both north and south andand-

threatening

ana-

thematizing

and-

threatening

ana-

thematizing

and-

threatening

ana-

thematizingthreatening to completely surroundsurround. . the battalion.battalionba.ttalion.. . The ability of thethe-

1st

the-

1st

the-

1st1st Battalion to hold Losheimergraben: and prevent enemy armor fromfrom-

moving

pro-

moting

from-

moving

pro-

moting

from-

moving

pro-

motingmoving rapidly west to join with enemyenergy armor approachingapproaohing from the SBSESB-

and

B-

and

SE-

and

S-

and

SE-

and

S-

andand convergingconwrging on Butgenbaoh was questionable and appeared to be limited

1616-

and



-

,
, .

.
,

'
:;e'e' I'II-

'again

I-

again

A-

gain

""

again , the enemyenenwrenew suffered heavy casualtiesoasualties but in this actionaotionabortion thethe-

A&P

the-

AP

he-

AP

the.-

A&P

the-

AP

he-

APA&PAP.A&P. & P platoonplat.donplatdon'pp'platoonleaderplatoonlat.lat. Ot1 :=-leaderleader- waswaRwa killedkilled.killed.-

arly

illeg-

ally

*.,

Earlyarly and
_

hasty
_ _

interrogation
. !t _ _

of
. .8e8e.

severalr
_

PjTHsPithsMs_ _thatat _were!,e oapturedcapturedoaptured-

by

captured-

by

captur-

ed

oa--Lo-aL-
eded-

by

De-

bbyby Company L revealed the enemyenenwrenew strength was one battalion of thethe-

12th

the-

12th

the-

12th12th S S PanzerPamerPalmer Division.Division. The'fhefhehe' PW'sPWsMePOWsPvV'PvVVV' B also volunteered the informationinformation-

that

informat-

ionthat
" .

they had been
.

told there were no U.SUSU.S.U . S ,. troops in this areaar.ea. "whichwhichWhioh"whic-

hprobably

which-

probably

"which-

probablyprobably explained the route inarchmarchinarching columnoolumn formation and lacklaoklao of sese-

curity

8e-8ese-se8e-

curity

se-

curity

¬-

curityacuity in the initial attaokcattaokattack.attackmattock. At this time , it was also determineddetermined-

the

determin-

edthe FlY'sFlYsFlaysP1ytP1Vt, ' s were part of a larger force and the von RundstedtUndusted all-outalloutallout-

attack

fall-
out

allouta-

ttaok
fall-

out
allout-

attack

fall-
out

-

attackattaok order was taken from one ofor them.them. .ThatThatWhat
""

. an hour before apap-

peared

ap-apap-

peared

ap-

peared

¬-

pearedpearled to be a local100a1 attackttaoktacoa was nownO\vnOvncnvIncan\ determined or believedlievedleavedbe to be ae.ea-

large

a-

nlagen

e-

.large

e-

nlarge

a-

large

a-

nlagen

.

large scalesoa1e offense.offenseoffense.-

No

offen-
se

.,

No further actionaotionabortion occurredocourred for about one hour when suddenlyBudden1y aa-

very

a-

very

a-

veryvery heavyh avyDavy large calibrecalibero librelire mortar barrage fell on the Battalion C.P.CPC.P-

.at

C.P.-

A.

C.P-

.at

C.P.-

A.

C.P-

.at

C.P.-

A.

. .

at F.F. BuokholzBuckholzBookshopBuckshot and causedoausedpaused several casualtiesoasua1ties and destroyed thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion switchboard andnd telephone communicationeomnunieationoommunicommuning ationaction with regimentregGreg entKent , butbut-

telephone

but-

telephone

but-

telephonetelephone by emergencyemel'"eenoyemeleenoy'" ; means was still available to all companies.companiesoompanies.oompaniescompanies-

.Shortly

comp-

anies

oompanies-

.Shortly

comp-

anies

companies-

.Shortly

comp-

anies

.

Shortly after the hoavyhoaryheavyh a attackattaok on CompanyCo.mpany. L, Company K in itsits-

entirety

dis-

sentient

its-

entirety

dis-

sentient

its-

entirety

dis-

sentiententirety went into position on the commandingoomandine : terrainterra.in. about 400 yardsyards-

south

ya-
rds

yards-

south

ya-
rds

rardsramrodsrards-

south

Rad-

issonsouth of the battalion C.P.CP. . and blocked the road leading from GermanGerma-

nheld

Germ-

ane

Germa-

nheld

Germ-

ane

Germa-

nheld

Germ-

aneheld territory to HonsfeldHosed which was to the NVYNYIM; of the 3rd BattalionBattalion-

and

Battali-
onand on the alternate route to Butgenbaoh and Vervier.VervierNervier... About 11001100-

hours

1100-

hours

1100-

hourshours , CompanyC01Ilpany K was heavily attackeda.ttaokedattaoked. by analJ.alJ. edtimatedegtinlatedestimatedetiolatedestimatedtwoestimated, bwotwo-twoBo- companiesoompe.niesoompeniescompanies-

of

oompe.nies-

of

compani-

es

.

of enemy troopstr oops and though Germans cameoamefoamed within 100 yards of thethe-

positions

tem-

pestuous

the-

positions

tem-

pestuous

the-

positions

tem-

pestuouspositions they failed to penetrate and after aboutabou'baboubkabob' three-quartersthreequarters- ofotof-

an

f-

an

ot-

an

t-
an

of-

an

f-

anan hourhQur withdrew.withdrewwithdre\v.withdrev.\ . Casualties to Company K in this fight were negligbleneg1igblenegligiblenegligble-

and

neg1igble-

and

negligi-

bleand though the enemy did not receivereoeive heavy casualtiesoa.sualtiesoasualties. , he failedrailed inin-

his

M-

inis

in-

his

M-

inis

in-

his

M-

inishis attack.attackattaok.attaokattack.-

The

atta-
ck

attaok.-

The

atta-
ck

.

The initial attack on the 3rd Battalion cameoamefoamed from the southeast

1515-
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A&PAP& platoon was dispatcheddispatohed to a high piecepieoepekoe ofot terrain that overlookedoverlooked-

the

overlook-

edthe railroad and extended the right flank of Company LL.L,. As enemyenemy-

elements

encir-

clements

enen-

elements

en-

velopments

enemy-

elements

encir-

clementselements approachedapprapr ohedheed , theyth ;'

diddid'diddid'not"didnotdidn't
'

notnot"not
"

'

changeh e 'formation'formation'formation'and'did.nformationanddidnformation'

formation
'

andand'and'did.-nand'did.anddidnbandied' ;' diddidnotdidn't.
'not-not- "havehave:8.ft8.ft8ftt:8.ftt8ft7ieV6t-t-'7ieV6-

s

"

: .
. . ' ". " . . ,

securitysecuri-'bysecuri'bybysecuringsecuri'bytorward.securibytorwardscriptoriasecurrecur i-' forwardr-torward.-torward.orward.-orward.forwardertowardforward1-torward.Whenorward.Minntowardforward..-- .- WhenWhe-nWhenMinnInnWhenwithinMinnwithinWherewithInanition- within-within-withinaboutwithinabout-about- 200 yardsyardeyarded and ininlineline-line_- 11 .withi h
_
severalseveral-

stationary

several-

stationary
!E! _I:

.

stationaryRtationary railroad box cars , all availablea ilablebillable fires warewere brought to bearbear-

on

bar-

onon the enemy and sosopplacedlaoedlabored as to confine him to the high railroad emem-

bankment

em-emem-

ban1ancnt.

em-

ban1ancnt

em-

banlonont.

em-

balmment

¬-

bankmentban1ancnt.ban1ancntbanlonont.banlonontblanketballoon*. Short intervals in depth separated the enemy elements andand-

an

And-

ean

and-

an

And-

ean

and-

an

And-

eanan estimated twotv/otvo/ companiesoompanies were withinvrithinwrithing 400 yards of the leadlea.d. elementselements.elements.-

As

elemen-

ts
*.

As Company L opened frontal fire and fire from the enemy right flank,

the A&PAP& platoon also commencedoommenced fromfrom. . the enemy'senemysenenw'senenwsenemytenemyrenews' s leftlef't' flank and formedformed-

a

forme-

da devastating boxed firofirefro with supportingsupportinesupportive ; CompanyCompan.y. M 81mm81nnn81:nmimi mortars firingfiringd-

own
firi-

ng
firingd-

mvn
firi-

ng
firingd-

own
firi-

ngdowndmvndamn the column.columnoolumn.oolumnolumn.olumncolumn.-

From

colu-

mn
oolumn.-

From

colu-

mn

o olumn.-

From

colu-

mn
.

From all indicationsindioations , the enemyene11\Yene11Y\ was taken by completeoomplete surprise andand-

suffered

ma-

neuvered

and-

suffered

ma-

neuvered

and-

suffered

ma-

neuveredsuffered an undetermined but heavy number of casualties.casualtiesoasua.lties.oasualties. . About one-oneon-

ehalf

N-

eal
on-

ehalf

N-

eal
on-

ehalf

N-

eal

-

half a company wasvrasvas trapped in the boxbo.x. car areaa.rea. takingtakintaking [ protectionproteotion in thethe-

cars

he-

ars

the-

cars

he-

ars

the-

cars

he-

arscars and bozookabazooka and 57mm57nan AT gun firing at close range scored severalseveral-

direct

sever-

alties

several-

direct

sever-

alties

several-

direct

sever-

altiesdirect hitshits.*. As the enemy attempted to escapeesoape from the oars , riflemenriflemen-

and

riflem-
enand machinemAohine gunmeng\unnengunnen\ killed themthem.,. A high power line relayrela.y. tower about

300 yards from the main line sheltered Germans with automaticautomatioautomation weaponsweapons-

and

weapo-

nsand though the enemies position there was restrained and coveredoovered byby-

firec

Ba-

yfield

by-

fires

br-

yonies

by-

fires

br-

yoniesfirecfiresfire of all types , they were able to causeoausepause several casualtiesoasualties amongamong-

our

amo-

ngour troopstroops.troops.-

Once

troo-
ps

troops.-

Once

troo-
ps

*.

Once the enemyt9nemy troops werevrerereared stopped , they withdrew but at the exex-

pense

ex-exex-

pense

ex-

pense

¬-

pensepens of about 30 prisonersprisonors of warvmrmr andamlamyl numerous casualties.casualtiesoasualtie. Little oror-

no

po-

rno

or-

no

po-

rno

'
(

no activity to the front was observedobeerveclobeervedobserve andD.ndDndDandy. such'suchBlJoHBloch' intimatedintime.tedintimeted. reorganisationreorganiza.tionreorganizationreorganisation-

for

reorganiza.tion-

for

reorganization-

for

reorganizati-

on

.

for further attack.attack. This later proved to be correctoorrect, and in attemptingattempting-

to

attempti-
ngto find out our flank positionspas itionspitons , theth enemyenenwrenew sent a patrol down the railrail-

line

airl-

ine

rail-

line

airl-

ine

rail-

line

airl-

ineline in a wide sweeping move to the southwest and were caughtoaughtaught in aa-

large

a-

nlagen

a-

large

a-

nlagen

a-

large

a-

nlagenlarge bowl-likebowllike- ravine by the Ammunitions and Pioneer platoonplatoon.*. Here

1414-
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A\JAWJ-

AWprepared

,.. 1\1-

JAW .. ... .

prepared to move on short noticenotioe to any portion of the division areaarea.area.-

On

are-

a
area.-

On

are-

a
*.

On 12 DecemberDeoember 19441944.1944,. the C.OCOC.O.C.C. O.O*. 394th Infantry relayed an order of thethe-

DlvisionJVG

te-

levision
the-

Pjvis1.onC.G

the-

Pjvis1onCG

the-

Divieion0Q.to

the-

Divieion0Qto_ DlvisionJVGDlvisionJVGtoPjvis1.onC.-GPjvis1onC.GPjvis1.onC.Pjvis1onCGPjvis1.onC.GtoPjvis1onCGtoDivieion0Q.toDivieion0QtoDivision, . _ .., - *. -toto--to--_ -_ toaendtoed-_ sndaendsendsandamend* one rifle companyoompanyoampamp reinforcedreinforoed to the 395th InIn-

fantry

In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry whichwhioh was northn rthRoth of the 394th Infantry to reinforcereinforoe them as theythey-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
werwerewere attacking strongly held positionsposiposit tionBtomb in the SeigfreidSe1gfTeidSigridSe1gfTeid1ineSeigfreid-lineSeigfreidlineSigrid--line-1ine1ine andarid making-

slow

maki-
ngs

making-

slow

maki-
ngs

makingia1d.ngia1dngia1d.ng-

slow

ia1dng-

slow

.

slow progressprogress.*. In complianceoanplianoecotnplianoeonline vrithwithwrithe this directive.directivedireotive., CompanyOompa.nyOompany. I with thethe-

first

th-

eirs
the-

first

th-

eirs
the-

first

th-

eirsfirst machinemaohine gun platoon of CompanyComp MMwasWaswaswusus detached and attachedattaohed toto-

the

to-

te
to'-

bhe

to-

bhe

o-

bey

to-

the

to-

tethe'bhebhehe' 395th Infantry as regimentalregimenta.l. reservereserve.*. ActionsAotionsAbortions of this companyoompany werewere-

many

Ger-

many

were-

many

Ger-

many

were-

many

Ger-

manymany and varied duringdurineurine; the following two weeks.weeks.* Thus we find the 3rd3rd-

p'r
3rd-

pr
3rdf-

"

3rd-

f
3rd-

P"

3rd-

P .11. _,,p'rpr/f"f"fP"P'/ ""' 0'0' LIL
BattalionBatta.lion.. ,. 394th Infantry minus one rifle companyoompany and machine gun plapIa-pIapla-planApiapla-

toon

pIa-

toon

pla-

toon

pla-

toon

¬-
\

toonton holding an open division flank and also assuming the role of dividivi-divdivi-

sion

divi-

oion

divi-

sion

divi-

ion

divis-

ion

¬-

sionoion-ionionsciononion- reservereserve.*. (15)15( ) (16)16( )

THSTHETICETHOS GERMGERMA.NGERMAN. ATTACKATTAC-

KAt

Atta-

ckAt 0530 hourshourohour 16 DecemberDeoembDeemr 1944 , the Germans commencedca3rnnenced a two hourhour-

barrage

hour-

b

hou-

r

hour-

barragebarrageb rragerage along the entire regimental front with mortars , artillery andan-

dmultibarrelled

an-

dmultibarrelled

an-

dmultibarrelledmulti-barrelledmultibarrelledbarrel- rocket projectorsprojeotors whichwhioh concentratedooncentrated mainlynninlynimbly on thethe-

Losheimergraben

the-

Losheimergraban

the-

LosheimergrabenLosheimergrabenLosheimergraban oroaareacoronaea in ththe© 1stlstlast Battalion area initially , then movedmoved-

south

mo-

ved

moved-

south

mo-

ved

moved-

south

mo-

vedsouth to fall on elementselemelemi ntaNT of the'bhebhehe' 3rd BattalionBattalion.Battalion.-

About

Battal-
ion

Battalion.-

About

Battal-
ion

*.

About 0930 hours , imindentifiedunindenti1'iedunindenti1iedunindentifunidentified' ieddied troops appeared , at about 1000 yardsyards-

on

yar-

dson thetIle railroad line which Company L was astride.astride. Early morning mistsmists-

prevented

misre-

presented

mists-

prevented

misre-

presented

mists-

prevented

misre-

presentedprevented definite recognitionreoognition of the approachingapproaohing elements but CompanyCompany-

L

Compan-

yL outposts a short while later definitely established the1e factfaotfagot thatthat-

they

heat-

hery

that-

they

heat-

hery

that-

they

heat-

herythey were enemy and so relayed the informationinformation.*. PromFrexnFromRex the descriptiondesoription ,

it was determined the enemy was in aa.. closedolosedloosed route marchmarohmacro column formationformation-

and

formati-
onand to achieveaohieve maximum casualtyoasualty effecteffeot the CompanyComp L outposts werewere-

withdrawn

wh-

erewith

were-

withdrawn

wh-

erewith

were-

withdrawn

wh-

erewithwithdrawn and the main positions fully alerted and instructedinstruoted to holdhold-

all

ho-

ld
hold-

all

ho-

ld
hold-

all

ho-

ldall firesfires.*. Upon receivingreoeiving this information , the Battalion Headquarters

(15)15( ) A-5A5- (16)16( ) Personal Knowledge
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to

Fa-

tso
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. r.r. . "' '. . ,%. P. I-I_-I-to
, . . . ..

_ .... .. .. . ,

to the denseness ofof'' the forests and extended distancesdistanoes between plapla-planpla-

toons

pla-

toons

pla-plaplanplat-

oons

¬- .-

toonstons and companiesoompanies.oompaniescompanies.oompanies.-

The

companies.-

The

compan-

ies

,.

The vital crossroadsorossroads of Losheimergraben defended by the 3rd3rd-

Battalion

3rd-

Battalion
. - - . . . .- -. . .

Battalion afforded a good main highway leading from GermanyGernayGerGear to Butgen-ButgenBurgeonButgen-

baoh.

Butgen-

bach

Butgen-

baoh

-

baoh.baohbahbachbaohbah ., VerveirVerveVerve it and Leige.LeigeLiegeLe ige.igege. This crossroadorossroad was the hub of the only supsup-sup-

ply

sup-

ply

sup-

ply

¬-

ply route inil1 the area and all supplies forf'or' the regimentreliment[ ; had to movemov-

ethrough

over-

wrought

mov-

ethrough

over-

wrought

mov-

ethrough

over-

wroughtthrough this point.point. This highhi h ground dominated all other terrain toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe front and was the key terrain feature of the'the' regiment sector.sectorsector.-

On

sect-
or

.

On 9 DecemberDeoember 1944 , the 1st Battalion , 394th relieved the 3rd3rd-

Battalion

3rd-

Battalion

3rd-

BattalionBattalion , 394th and thus the latterla.tter. went into aa.. flanking positionposition-

and

position-

edand by virtue of beingbaingbaaing in a reserve position and having small huthut--hut-

ments

hut-

ments

hut-

ments

¬-

mentsaments in the area , the troops couldoouldGould sleep under coverooverover , repair clotholoth-olothcloth-boothcloth-

ing

oloth-

ing

cloth-

ing

cloth-

ing

¬-

ingKing , and thoroughly cleanclea.n. and rofitrefitprofit all weaponsweapons.*. (14)14( ) ( See Map B )

The battalion was to protect the right flank of the divisiondivision-

and

divisi-
onand the regimentra imentpimento andan to prepare for further actionaotion.aotionaction.abortion*. To accomplishaooomplishaccomplis-

hthis

aooomplis-

hthis

accompl-

ishthis , Co.Co. L with one sectionseotion of-heavyofheavy.hea.vyof -. . machinemaohine guns had positionspositions-

astride

posit-
ions

positions-

a.stride

posit-
ions

positions-

astride

posit-
ions

si

astridea.stride. a mainnain railroad entering fromtromtromp GermanyGerm about 300 ydsyd8yd SBSE of PP-

Buokholz

F.FF-

.Buckholz

F-

.Buokholz

.

BuokholzBuckholzBookshopBuckshot Station and had contactoontact with the Regimental I&RIRL.L&. platoonplatoon-

which

plat-
oon

platoon-

which

plat-
oon

platoon-

which

plat-
oonwhich extended the right flank ofof'' the 1stlstlast BattalionBattalions , CoCo.Co. K with oneon-

esection

con-

densation

on-

eseotion

con-

densation

on-

esection

con-

densationsectionseotion heavy machinemaohine guns hadha.d. the equivalent of a platoon in defensivedefensive-

position

defen-

sive
defensive-

position

defen-

sive \position on high ground 500 ydsyd S & SWmv ofot F.B\jpJdiQlaF.BjpJdiQlaF ._, .Bgy.yy.1lhn'y1lhn\ ., 1l-hn'1lhn'hn-
,o1Z' and.andwand. connectedoonneotedbonnetedconnected-

n

connectedr-
.

connecte-
d

,

.
., , . ,. . , f4f-

with
w-

ith
4-

with
' I#( i* *" i)r.r>, nI14'14 > k. rX(Jt i/i>! n11/ '

with Co.Co. L anda.nd. maintainedma.1nta.-ined.ma1ntained.ma.1nta.ma1ntained.dined: . . -
. the balanceba.lanoebalanoe. of the Co.Co. K in a centrallyoentrally lolo-

cated

10-10loon10-
I

10-

oated

loo-

ncated

elo-

ngated

¬-
I

catedoatedcantedboated battalion reserve areaarea.*. Co.Co. I was in the battalion reserve areaarea-

about

mar-

abou

area-

about

mar-

abou
-

aboutab out 400 ydsyd NBNE with the balancebe.lanoebelanoebeanie. ofor Co.Co. M in reserve.reserve. The BattalionBattalion-

CP.

BattalionC-

.P.

Battali-
onCP.CPC.P.,. . was locatedloca.ted. in the centercontercounter ofof'' the arcare formed by CofsCo'sCosCotsCoifsCoos' L & K in aa-

large

a-

nlagen

a-

large

a-

nlagen

a-

large

a-

nlagenlarge building near F.F. BuokholzBookshop railroad station.station. The entire battalionbattalion-

position

batta-
lion

battalion-

position

batta-
lion

battalion-

position

batta-
lionposition was lightly held and all troops were not dug-indugin- , nor were dede-

fensive

de-dede-

fensive

de-

fensive

¬-

fensivefestive positions assigned to all companiesoOJ11)a.niesoOJ11a.niesoOJ11aniesoaanpaniesadamantine) . as the battalion was to be

(14)14( ) A-4A4- , p.p. 3
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THE REGBCSNTALREGIMENTAL SITUATIONSITUATION-

On

Situatio-

nOn 14 November 1944 after a hasty trip fromfrom.. EnglandEngla ,
.

thee
_

394th394th-

Infantry

394th-

Infantry

. ,

Infantry relieved the 60th Infantry Regiment of the 9th Division andand-

took

han-

dbook

and-

took

han-

dbook

and-

took

han-

dbooktook over a defensive position on thethothou border "betweenbetween" BelgiumBelg1w'1Belg1w1' and GerGel.-Gel.Ger-GearGelGer-

many

Gel.-

l

El-

l

Germ-

any

. ¬-

manym-anyl in the vicinityvioinviolin b.1b1. of BullingenBulling , Belgium and facing the SeigfreidSeigtreidSigridSeigfreid-

Line.

Seigtreid-

Line.

Sigr-
idLine.Line. The 2nd BattalionBa.ttalion. , 394th Infantry went into position on thethe-

northern

eth-

nographer

the-

northern

eth-

nographer

the-

northern

eth-

nographernorthern sectorseotor on the international border at WeiaenteinWeisenteinWeinsteinWisent and coveredooveredcovered-

an

oovered-

an

cover-

ed

overdra-

wnan extended front through very heavily wooded , rough , hilly , andand-

broken

han-

dbrake

and-

broken

han-

dbrake

and-

broken

han-

dbrakebroken terrain.terrain. South of the 2nd Battalion, the 3rd Battalion tooktook-

over

book-

lover

took-

nver

soo-

ner

took-

over

book-

loverovernverveer position protecting a crossroad on the vital Vervier-LeigeVervierLeigeVerv1er-LeigeVerv1erVervierLeigeNervierLiegeEerierVervier-VervierNervier-- LeigeLiege highhigh-high-

way

high-

we.y

high-

way

high-

ws.y

high-

way

¬-

waywe.yweyws.ywsywheywy. from the 2nd Battalion , 60th InfantryInfa.ntry. and like the 2nd BattalionBatta.lionBattalion-

was

Batta.lion-

vms

Battalione-

ras

Battali-

on

.

wasvmseras spread thinly through hoavyheavy woods and rough terrain.terrain. On thethe-

southern

test-

osterone

.'

southernsrUthern) flank of the 394th Infantry and also the southern flankfla.nk. ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

e

off-

er

of-

the

of-

tenthee 99th Division in a so-calledsocalledso-oalledoalledcoaled- reserve area entered the 1stlstlast Battalion ,

394th InfantryInfa.ntry. with the missionmiss ion of protectingproteoting the open flank and formingtormingstormingforming-

a

torming-

a

formin-

g

stormin-

ga limited reserve.reserve. To the south some 8-10,000810,00010000a-10,000a- , yds.ydsyd. was the 14th CavalryCavalry-

Group

Cav-
alry

Cavalry-

Group

Cav-
alry

Cavalry-

Group

Cav-
alryGroup with the only contactoontaotonto being; by motorized patrols two times per dayday.daysday.-

No

da-

y
days-

No

da-
ys

*.

No other forcesforoesforgoes were in this area and enemy patrolspa.trols. could operate withwith-with-

out

with-

out

with-

out

¬-

out hindorance.hindorancehinderance.hinderancehindrance. The mission of the regimentregl1: nt was to defend and performperform-

aggressive

Perf-
orma

perform-

aggressive

Perf-
orma

perform-

aggressive

Perf-
ormaaggressive patrolling and in the First patrol actionaotionnotionabortion , the 3rd Battalion ,

S-2S28-28- and C,0.C0.C0C.O.CO,. . Co L were killed whilevhilevile, performing patrol actionaotionabortion againstagainstG-

erman

aga-
inst

againstG-

erman

aga-
inst

againstG-

erman

aga-
instGerman units in the SoigfreidSeigfreidSigridSo igfredigress id Line.Line. (13)13(13)-

The

13T-

he

(13)-

The

13T-

he

(13)-

The

13T-

he

( )

The terraintorrain in this areaa.rea.. . was , as pointed out above , very rugged andand-

followed

la-

ndfall

and-

followed

la-

ndfall

and-

followed

la-

ndfallfollowed a dominating heavily wooded ridge line running SW-ITESWITESW-NENEBITE- with deepdeep-

approaches

deep-

approaches

deep-

approachesapproaches running into our positions and areas that could be coveredooveredcovered-

only

cove-

red

oovered-

only

over-

do
covered-

only

cove-

redonly by combat groupsrroups; and self containedoontained small unitsunits.*. Supporting flankfla.nk-fla.nkflank-flank-

ing

fla.nk-

ing

flank-

ing

flank-

ing

. ¬-

ingKing and final protectiveprotectiprotectva firesfirosironfirsf-.f. fromtram Machine Guns could coverooverover only aa-

portion

a-

pportion

a-

portion

a-

pportion

a-

portion

a-

pportionportion of the front and out-costingoutcostingout-postingposting-- was difficultdiffioult even in daylight dueiusPius<

(13)13( ) Personal Knowledge
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It 11C-

ommand

-.,

'

r-

CommandContend was trailwell informedi ormedformed aboutaboambo t'tt'ourtour
'

ourour positionsp'os1tioDSpos1tioDS'

andaivdaidaDd"'ouraDdouradder"' 'ourour'ourtaotiosourtaotiosoratorios'

our taotios'taotios-taotiosstations
'-

andand-

oould

ha-

ndout

and-

could

han-

dhold

i1d"i1di1d-

"oould

i1d-

oould

"

oouldcouldGould consequentlyoonsequently develop ana.n. intelligent attackatta.o1cattao1c. accordinglyacoordingly.acoordinglyaccordingly.acoordingly.-

To

accordingly.-

To

according-

ly

,.

To turn the tide on the Western Front , the GermansGerDanGerman scraped theth.ththe-

bottom

th-

ereto

th.-

bottom

the-

bottom

th-

ereto

.
bottom ofor the '* manpower'd.tJPdwerdtJPdwermadwermadder.] barrel and recalled divisions from otherother-

fronts

bothe-

rations

other-

fronts.

bothe-

rations

other-

fronts.

bothe-

rationsfrontsfronts.*. The final German order of battle was as followstollCM'81tollCM81:' t ToT o thethe-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nor
the-

north

te-

nornorth on an East-WestEastWest- line running north ofor Monsohau11onsohauHonshu and VervierNervier toto-

form

tw-

ofer

to-

form

tw-

ofer

to-

form

tw-

oferform a blocking forceforoefore to keep open the penetration on the south waswas-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

ste

was-

the

wa-

stethe 6761 Corps composedoomposedo ompcomp os ed mainly ofof'' infantry divisions and strong antianti-anti-

tank

anti-

tank

anti-

tank

¬-

tank elementselements.,. all a part ofof'' the Sixth Panzer Army.Army. The spearheadspearhead-

of

spearhe-

adof this arrayarmy was to be led by the 1stlet and 2nd SS.S.SS. S . Panzer CorpsCorpswhichCorps-whichwhichwhich-

were

hitc-

her

which-

were

hitc-

her

-which-

were

hitc-

herwere to cross the MeuseMuse River between Liege and HuyHuy.Guy,. Belgium and thenthen-

drive

hen-

ries

then-

drive

hen-

ries

then-

drive

hen-

riesdrive northwest to AntwerpAntwerp.,. The crossing of the MeuseMuse was to bebe-

aided

be-

aded

be-

aided

be-

aded

be-

aided

be-

adedaided by a special hand-pickedhandpickedhand-pinkedpinked- English-speakingEnglishspeaking- paratroupparatroop brigadebrigade-

under

brig-
ade

brigade-

under

brig-
ade

brigade-

under

brig-
adeunder SkorzneySorbonne whichwhiohwhiohVaswhiplashwas\VasVas'\ to seizeseizl3 bridgeheadsbridgehea.ds. and disrupt the AlliedAlliedc-

ommunication

Alliedc-

OJU1'n.1.nication

Alliedc-

OJU1n1nication

Allied-

cor.mnicationcommunicationcOJU1'n.1.nicationcOJU1n1.nicationcOJU1n1nicationcor.mnicationcormnicationfornication!. '
. . lines.lines. South of the Sixth Panzer ArrayArmy we findf'ind' the FifthFifth-

Panzer

Fi-
fth

Fifth-

fanzer

Fi-
fth

Fifth-

Panzer

Fi-
fthPanzerfanzerfawner Army with the boundryboundary between armiesamiesamides runningrllt.nrlltnlilt, . ; T'CTC' ; alonga.long. an east-easteastresteast4'8steast48steast-WresteastWrestEasterseast4'8st-

line

east48st-

line

eastWrest-

line

castrat-

ion

-- restrest-

line

red-

line

'

line just north ofof'' St.St8t.8t. VithViet , Belgium.Belgium. To spearheadspearhea.d. this drive , wewe-

find

de-

fined

we-

find

de-

fined

we-

find

de-

finedfind the 58th Panzer Corps and 47th PanzerPa.nzer. Corps whichwhioh were to crosscross-

the

cross-

tie

cross-

the

cross-

tie

cross-

the

cross-

tiethe MeuseMuse in the vicinity of DinantInfant and Wamurle.murlemurNamurAmourNauru. ,_ Belgium , then headhead-

northwest

head-

northwest

head-

northwestnorthwest to BrusselsDrusselaRussell and protectproteot the left flank of the spearheads ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe Sixth Panzer Army to the north.north. Protection for the'the' southern flankflank-

of

flan-

kof the penetration was to be accomplishedacoomplished with two infantry corpsoorpsoops oforof-

the

of-

ten

or-

the

N-

orth

of-

the

of-

tenthe Seventh Array.ArrayArmy.Army. (12)12( ) ( See Map A )

The plan had the enormousenonn.ousenonnousvenomous. task of not only reachingreaohing An-twerpAntwerpAntwerp- andand-

denying

ma-

ddening

and-

d

ad-

d

and-

denying

ma-

ddeningdenyingd Hl Ting that port to the Allies , but also of destroying all AlliedAllied-

troops

All-
ied

Allied-

troops

All-
ied

Allied-

troops

All-
iedtroops north of the AachenApache area which were attackingattaoking and threateningthreateninethreatening-

to

threatenine-

to

threateni-
ng

;

to-to- reachreaoh ,the CologneCC'logneCClogne' plains anda.nd. then the Ruhr Industrial AreaArea. . ,. thethe-

greatest

th-

ereat
the-

grea.test

th-

ereat
the-

greatest

th-

ereatgreatestgrea.test. such areaa.rea.. . in Western Europe and the German war industrialindustrial-

potential
indu-

strial
industrial-

potential
indu-

strial
industrial-

potential
indu-

strialpotential withoutwi'thtutwithtut' ) whichwhioh they could not carryoarl-YoarlYoar- on a large scale warwar.war*.

(12)12( ) A-lAlA-11A-l.Al.- ,. p.p. 14,30,31,321430313214.30,31,3214.303132,. , ,
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vita.

4-

vita

I ,

,
iii

'41IJ'41IJ

. . ,. . . - . . .

. , . . . . , . ' - . , . . .

vitalvita.tvitatvita.vita. . . ElseabornEl.senbornElsenbornDearbornEleanorElsenbElse. rn vicinityvioirdtyviscidity anda.n.d. . roabrOl.arOlaroadrobolla. : networknetwork.*. To the south ofot this divi-dividiv1-div1divdivi-

s

div1-

B

divi.-

y

divvie-

s

di-
v

-

.yy'.>\}, sB ion with an 8-10,000810,00010000- , yard gap was the 14th Cavalry Group holding aa-

difficult

d-

ifficult
*

\ difficultdiffioult nine mile seotorsector and furtherturJ1er! southout was8s the-105ththe105ththe .11.106th106th-. Infantry"InfantryInfeInfer
. itrititr-

Division

int-

roversion

=,
.

"-
. . . _\ _ ._ . - , -

.

_

' . . . . . . . . . . M'MM-

'Divlsi
M-

Divlsi
M-

ills
'

, . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . "

"."DivisionDivision-DivlsiDivlsi-DivisionDills-"- n , newlyewly arrivedarivedar -ivediveddived- fromtrom'thetromthetroth'

the U.S.USU.S.US. . , and in line sincesinoesine 12 DecemberDeoemberDecembe-

rholding

Dece-

mber

Deoembe-

rholding

Decembe-

rholding

Dece-

mberholding the vital and difficultdiffioult SohneeSchneeSpondeeScheme EiffelEifte1.Eifte1Eiffel.,. Going further southsouth-

we

southw-

est' we findiindbind the 28th Infantry Division , C.C.A.CCACAC.O.COC.C. CA.,! . of the 9th Armored DivisionDivisi-

oni

Divisio-

n'ft

Divisio-

nft

Division-

and

Divisi-

on
'ftft

\..

,

i';: and the 4th Infantry Division holding an extended front ofor about 4040-

miles.

40-

miles

40-

miles.

40-

miles
,\'

miles.miles. (11)11( II ) ( SeeSea Maptap B )

The entire allied front in this sector was quiet but patrols ofof-

both

ro-

bot

of-

both

ro-

bot

of-

both

ro-

botboth Germans and Americans were ablea.ble. to move readily between thethe-

necessary

ten-

dencies

the-

necessary

ten-

dencies

the-

necessary

ten-

denciesnecessary and numerous gaps in the opposing lines and during this timetime-

the

trime-

ster

time-

the

trime-

ster

time-

the

trime-

sterthe GermansGern\8.nsGern8.nsGern8.ns8nsGerm\ . thoroughly reconnoitered the entire area and causedoausedpaused Field-

Marshall

Fie-

lders
FieldF'ieldF'ield-

Marshall

Field-

Marshall

Fie-

lders
Field-

Marshall

Fie-

lders

'

Marshall Model to say, "TheThe" enemyenenwrenew does not have a continuousoontinuous line ofof-

resistance

fr-

eesias

of-

rosista.ooec

f-

rostiest

of-

resistance.

f-

reesiasresistancerosista.ooec-rosista.ooecresistance.rosiestrosista.ooecHe. *.- He carries on defensive battle from strong points aboutabout-

four

abo-

ut
about-

four

abo-

ut
about-

four

abo-

utfour to five kilometers in depth.depth. In the most forward line , relativelyrelatively-

strong

relativ-
ely

relativelys-

trone

relativ-
ely

relatively-

strong

relativ-
elystrongstronestone:; securityseourity elements are placedplaoed in we11-developedwe11developedwell-developedwell- positions.positions. TheseThes-

esecurity

Th-

eses
Thes-

eseourity

Th-
eses

Thes-

esecurity

Th-
esessecurityseourity elements yield systematicallysystematioally in the case of rbronge\rongerongbarongprongFL\;rongprong attacksa.ttaoksattaoks. andan-

dretreat

A-

ndre

an-

dretreat

A-

ndre

an-

dretreat

A-

ndreretreat to the strong points behind them.them. The strong points are organorgan-organ-

ized

organ-

tzed

organ-

ized

organ-

ized

¬-

izedtzedsizedzed chessboardohessboard fashionf'ashion' , with flankingfla.nking. effectet'f'ectetfect: ' ' , well adapted to terrainterrain-

sectors

tran-
sect

terrain-

sectors

tran-
sect

terrain-

sectors

tran-
sectsectors , localities , wood patches , and crossroads.crossroads. At the strong pointspoints-

which

poi-
nts

points-

which

poi-
nts

points-

which

poi-
ntswhich are defendedevendefendeddefended J, even when surrounded , well camouflagedoamouflaged and dug inin-

tanks

in-

takes

in-

tanks

in-

takes

in-

tanks

in-

takestanks and tank destroyers and heavy weapons , speciallyspeoiallyespecially© antitankanti-tankantitank- andand-

mortars

Pa-

ndora

and-

mortars

Pa-

ndora

and-

mortars

Pa-

ndoramortars form the backbone.backbone. Stronger reserves are in positions severalseveral-

kilometers

several-

kilometers

several-

kilometerskilometers behind the zonelone of strong points , at centrallycentr"'llycentrlly"' located points ,

suchsuohsough as villages or forest patches near maindoindoing highways.highways. They area.re. fullytullyfully-

motorized

tully-

motorized

fully-

motorizedmotorized , and are committed inin.. combat groups of two to three infantryintantryinfantryc-

ompanies

infa-
ntry

intantryc-

ompanies

infantryc-

ompanies

infa-
ntrycompanies with eight to ten tanks.tanks. They go into actionaotionabortion about six8ix hourshour-

safter

house-

father

hour-

safter

house-

father

hour-

safter

house-

fatherafter the attackattaok starts11starts"starts" . PromFrom this we canoanDoan see that the German High

(11)11( ) A-2A2- , A-9A9-

99-

I
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.

'
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, . , . . . . . .-

of three armored divisions , eleven infantryinf'antry' divisions , and three oavelyylovelyoavelyy-

groups

oavelcave.caveSoaveoavel-

groups.

over-

grows

.) yy-

groups.

g-

roupsgroupsgroups.*. In the southern portion of the 1stlet Army area was
"
the

. ' '

ArdennesArdennArdenArdennes-

seobor

Arde-
nnes

Ardennes-

Geotor

Arde-
nnes

.ss.

seoborGeo.torGeotorsoberGhetto. withnth some1'0m310m3sow' eighty miles ofot "quiet"quiet" " front coveredoovered by fourtour infantryinfantry-

divisions
infa-

ntry
infantry-

divisions
infa-

ntry
infantry-

divisions
infa-

ntrydivisions and one oavalrycavalry group ofotthethe 8th USU.S.U.U*. S.S. CorpsjCorpsICorps; north ofot thisthis-

was

th-
is

this-

was

th-
is

this-

was

th-
iswas the 5th U3U.3.U3.U3 Corps of four infantryi tx-ytxy:

-
, divisionsqivisions and part of two arar-

mored

ar-arar'-
h"

ar-
h

arc-

h
ar-

mored

¬-*. *.
,

. . . . . . . " 'h"h' " " . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ' . .

moredmoored divisions and ae.e. cavalryca'valry' group with'nthnth' the mission ofof'' capturingoa.pturingoapturing. thethe-

Roer

thr-

ower

the-

Roer

thr-

ower

the-

Roer

thr-

owerRoerRoger River dams J; anda.nd. on the extreme northern flankrlBnkrollback of the 1st USu.uU.S.US*. s.s*. ArmyArmy-

was

Ary-

ans

AA-

was

A-

washwas the 7th Corps along the RoerRoarRoger RivorRiver with four infantry divisions , anan-

armored

un-

armored

an-

armored

un-

armored

an-

armored

un-

armoredarmored division , part ofor secondseoond armored division , and a cavalryoavalry groupgroup.group-

.North

gro-

up
group-

.North

gro-

up
*.

North of the 1stlstlast USU.U,. S.S,. ArmyA.rmy. v/asvasvra.svraserasvas/ . the USU.S.USU.U*. S.S,. Ninth ArmyArrrIY with twotvlOvalor corpsoorpsoops andand-

six

an-

ds

ands-

i."t

and-

sit

ban-

dit

and-

six

an-

dssixsi."tsit.," divisions sitting on the RoerRoger River waiting for the capture of thethe-

dams

tea-

ms
the-

dams

tea-

ms
the-

dams

tea-

msdams south , to launchlaunoh an attackattaok acrossaoross the rivorriver towardstcwra.rdstcwrardscowards. the RhineRhine.*.,

Most!!ostcost of the RoorRoarRotor river line was lightly held by infantry anda.nd. north ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten'\ the 5th Corps , four armored divisions and two infantryinfa.ntry. divisions werewere-

out

wher-

eat

were-

out

wher-

eat
" ,
\

out of contactoontaotonto with the enemyeneRene r and restingrestinresting , re-equippingreequipping- and preparingprepa.ringpreparing-

for

prepa.ring-

tor

prepari-
ng

.

fortortore further offensiveorfonsivecorrosive actionsactiact ns in this areaarea.,. (10)10(10)-

Along

10A-

long

(10)-

Along

10A-

long

(10)-

Along

10A-

long

( )

Along most of the First and Ninth ArmyArray fronts , the divisions markedmarked-

time

marke-

ting

marked-

time

marke-

ting

marked-

tune

mar-

kedtimetune and heldheld.held,.,. but 13 DecemberDeoember 1944 , the 5th Corps launched an offensiveoffensive-

through

offen-
sive

offensive-

through

offen-
sive

offensive-

through

offen-
sivethrough the hills and dense woods of the northern ArdennesArdennas in the vicinvioin-vioinvicin-vicinalviolinvicin-

ity

vioin-

ity

vicin-

ity

vicin-

ity

¬-

itycity of MonschauManchu heading for the town of SchmidtSohmidt and the vitalvitvita l RoerRoger RiverRiver-

dams

Riv-

era
Riverd-

a.ms

Riv-

era
River-

dams

Riv-

eradamsda.ms. in that areaarea.*. SlowSlaw steady progresspro essHess was made throughthroueh; the bad terrainterrain-

and

terraina-

.nd

terra-
in ..

..
anda.nd. a persistantparsistal1tpersistent enemy that wslssellsvnti.vntiventw'kdetorminedkdetorminedw'kdetorminedwkdetormineddetermined' determineddetormined to hold the damsdams.*. ShiftingShifting-

slightly
Shif-

ting
Shifting-

slighti1y

Shifting-

slightly
Shif-

tingslightlyslighti1y to the south , we find the following conditionsoonditions : The 99th DiviDirt-DirtDivi-DivDivi-

sions

Dirt-

sions

Digre-

ssions

Divi-

sions

¬--

sionsscions holding a twentytvrentyTrent mile front through dense woods and rough terrainterrainf-

rom

terr-
ain

tertearterrainf-

rom

terr-
ain

ainain-

from

main-

framefrom MonsohauHonshu south to Losheimergraben with the 2nd Division attackingattacking-

along

attack-
ing

attacking-

along

attack-
ing

attacking-

along

attack-
ingalong; a corridoroorridor through the northern sector ofof'' the 99th DivisionDivision.Division.-

Elements

Divi-
sion

Division.-

Elements

Divi-
sion

*.

Elements of the latter division were'were' also engagedeneagedenraged; in this attack whilewhile-

the

whi-

le
while-

the

whi-

le
while-

the

whi-

lethe balancebalanoe ofor the division was in a defensive position protectingproteoting thetIle

(10)10( ) A-lAlA-11- , pp.p*. 74,75,76,7774757677, , , A-8A8-
88-

I

8-

of



, , _ . . - .- ,---. . .
- . - . .---.- . ' - ,

I

II

I

I . *.. !t.t ,\11\ :* ' " .44. (
I

,

.

elementselemeJXts fortortore a successfulsuooessful offensiveof'fensive' actionaction"1action1was" gained -- surprise andand-

deception

ind-

exation

and-

dsoeption

ad-

sorption

&1d1d-

deoeptiondeceptiondeoeptiondsoeptionadsorption , with1ri 1
" a powerfulprerfulrefuelp .rr. l QermanBermanGerm n

,
Arsty-ArstyArurArtsyArturoArstypoisedParatyphoid- poisedpoi8 ,.and hiddenhid&nhidnhindhid&n lain the-ha&vily-theha&vilyhavilyheavilytheha&vilyw-

ooded

thehavilyw-

ooded

heav-
ily

ththe-htheh-
_ aviavid&v1l"Jv1l"Jwo-

oded

v1lJwo-

oded

, :)yy.-

wooded

'-,. .. , , ..-

wooded

w-

ooded

. . ""

wooded areas of the ArdennesArdem81 foreststoreetaLoretta with 50003000 airplanes ready to supsup.sup-sup-

port

sup-

.port

sup-

port

sup-

port

¬.-
port the attackettaok.ettaokattack.Etta: (7)7( '1)1)*.

. ... ...... . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .... .
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THE GENERAL SITUATIONSITUATIO-

NAfter

Stationm-

aster

SITUATIO-

NAfter

Stationm-

aster

4-44-

After

- 1

After the race acrossaoross France , Belgium and the Lowlands , the AlliedAllied-

troops

All-

ied
Allied-

troops

All-

ied
Allied-

troops

All-

iedtroops approachedapproaohed the German frontier anda.nd. were halted by the lack ofof-

gasoline

of-

gasoline

of-

gasolinegasoline and other supplies and required time to regroup and prepareprepare-

for

prepa-

re With supplies again meetingmeeting-

demand

mee-
ting

meeting-

demand

mee-
ting

meetingd-

emand

mee-
ting
for an all-outallout- offensive against GermanyGermany.Geray.GerayGray*.

demand , the Allies took the offensive in November and by consistentoonsistentconsistent-

hard

oonsistenth-

o.rd

consist-

enthardho.rdhordchord. fighting against stiff resistance and inclement weather had pulledpulled-

up

pulle-

dup ttoo the German West Wall on many portions ofor the front and in earlyearly-

December

early-

December

early-

DecemberDecember were fightingrighting for the RoerRoger river dams just north of thethe-

Ardennes

hea-

dedness

the-

Ardennes

hea-

dedness

the-

Ardennes

hea-

dednessArdennes forestforest.*. (8)8(8)-

Late

8L-

ate

((8)-

Late

8L-

ate

(8)-

Late

8L-

ate

)

Late in November the entire Allied strength was sirby-threesirbythreesirly-threesirlysiy-threesiysibylsillyshiny- dividivi-divdivi-

sions

divi-

sions

divi-

sions

¬-

sionsscions withwi somesame badly depleted due to the HurtgennurtgenUurtgenUrgent Forest attackattack.*. TheseThes-

esixtythre

T-
heses

Thes-

esixtythr

Th-

eses
Thes-

esixtythreesixty-thresixtythresixty-thrthrsixty-threethreethru- * e divisions were stretched along a 600 odd-mileoddmile--- frontf'ront' from-

the

frot-

hed

fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe Swiss border to the North Sea holding some portions of the front'rontrontfront-

lightly

fortn-

ightly

front-

lightly

fortn-

ightly

!'ront-

lightly

ront-

lightly

conti-

ngently

'

lightly while attacks were launched on other partspe.rtpertparts.. *. EconomyEoODRood ofor forceforoeforeforce-

had

foreh-

and

foroe-

had

foreh-

and

force-

had

foreh-

andhad to be serious I!enactedi.enactedideatei.i.

--, with such aa.. conditionoondiJonitionion existingexisting.*. OpposingOpposing-

the

Opposi-

ngthe Allied forces was an estimatedesttmated and identified seventy divisionsdivisions-

with

divisi-
ons

divisions-

wi

divisio-

ns

divisions-

with

divisi-
onswithwi th a number of others in the areaarea.*. The Ardennes area was selectedselected-

as

selecte-

das one of the portions of the front to be lightly held by the AlliesAllies-

as

Alli-

esas it was rugged terrain with poor roodsroads anda.nd. thus a,, not assumedassuass d to bebe-

an

be-

a.n

be-

an

be-

anana.n. areaarea.. ofof'' a likely German attacka.tta.ck.attack.. . *. In this sectorseotor , many of the newnew-

U.S

ne-

vus

new-

U

ne-

w

new-

U.S.

ne-

vusU.SUSU.S.U ..3.3.3*. divisions first went into linolinelimo to receive their battle'battle' indoctriindootri-indootriindoctri-indoctrinateindoorindoctri-

nation

indootri-

nation.

indoctri-

nation

indoctri-

nation.

indoctri-

nation

¬-

nationnation.,. (9)9(9)-

The

9T-

he

((9)-

The

9T-

he

(9)-

The

9T-

he

)

The U.S.US. . First Army was composedcoicoif osodfood of threetl1Toe corpsoorpsoops containing a total

(7)7( ) A-lAlA-1sA1s- , pp.p*. 30-483048- (8)(9)89(8)8( ) (9)9( ) A-lAlA-11- , Chap 22-

t.

2-

t

77-

elements



IZ. t.JJ. tE-

astern

E-

astern

.J-

EBswnEasternEBsw-nEBswnDebs- frcatfrat' ' il-iili1t&.1ittnfront1t1ittnfrontItalian1t&.1ittn1t.1ittn1t1ittn_. - front'tromtrom-fronttromp'- and: i''cnt.icnt"a-cat"aacat!"-,cant: ,. & NorwegianNorng1an garrison saorificingsaorifioingsacrificing badlybadly-

needed

ba-
dly

?
' . . . . ". .. . . . . . . . '"

,

, .

. . . . . . ... , neededC! q.q. troops to supportsipp.orsipporsippersipp.or-

Surprise

! . this.thist.hia.thiathai. . . . .
**13rwou", out.,1.1-1-eout1.11eout.,1.1out111e* . ,, iilil. - -©dnwrlnewer2CI.l'"rd2CI.lrd2CIlrd% . '

<"n rventure'wt1tde'wt1tdeventure' ; ',;* " ' (6)6(6)-

Surprise

6S-

urprise

(
'

0)0)

SurpriseSurprSlurp ileNile miswalwasmilswail to be of vital'ViVi' taltail iaportanoe1mportaJinportanoeimportance! e in the German plan andand-

much

Pad-

ucah

and-

much

Pad-

ucah

and-

much

Pad-

ucahmuch ofor the successsUGces.sUGcessauces. depended upon this elementelement.*. Great and painstakingpainsta1d.ngpainsta1dngpainstaking-

precautions

painst-
aking

.

.. 111. . . . . r, . 1.1.. . . . . . .. . ._. '1IA. .. . r1.rr1r. . . . .. . . 1.1. . 1MhSr.1MhSr. .. .. " . c.cDIAL. " .11,4A.114A114A. . . ., . .. .. . , . .A.A.,.. ...hh.. ... . ,.. . . . r.I.. .". . ,. 'I.I.'.. . . 1r. . . . . .L..rLr. . . . . . . . . . .. .A.A. .. . . . ..+..\. . . . . . . . 1, . . .AA. .. . .rL.wrLwURL. ._. " . www.- . . .. . . w. . r..n.. . . . .. . . . . . . r . ilw.ilwil.. .

precautions coupled with deceptive devicesdevioesdevious and plans were to be takentaken-

to

take-

nto maintain secrecyseoreoystereo to the last hour with commanderscooainderscorianders on all levelslevels-

being

everla-

sting

levels-

being

everla-

sting

levels-

being

everla-

stingbeing kept uninformed until the latest timet e consistentoonsistent with necessaryneoessarynecessary-

planning

neces-
sary

neoessary-

planning

neces-
sary

necessary-

planning

neces-
saryplanning , re-equippingreequippingre-equipp1ngequipp1ng- and movementmowmetrlmower; requirementsrequirements.*. In conformanoeconformancecox 'ormanoeormanoeForman' withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe generally well acknowledgedaoknowledged fact that the Allies would attempt toto-

gain

To-

ngan

to-

gain

To-

ngan

to-

gain

To-

ngangain and maintain a penetration and exploitation in the AaohenApache areaarea-

and

rem-

and

area-

and

rem-

and

area-

and

rem-

andand continueoontinue to the Rhine River , the German codeoodeode word "WatohWatoh"WatchWatchSwath"" on thethe-

Rhine"

the-

Rhine

ut-

erine

the-

Rhine"

the-

Rhine

ut-

erine

the-

Rhine"

the-

Rhine

ut-

erineRhine"Rhine" was invented and behind this veil the Sixth Panzer ArmyArrrry and thethe-

Seventh

the-

mselves

the-

Seventh

the-

mselves

the-

Seventh

the-

mselvesSeventh Army was spotted on the Cologne plains by the Allies in November.NovemberNovember.-

To

Novemb-

er

.

To the Allies , as the Germans wantedwanted.wanted,. this appeared to be a defensive-defensivedefensive-

counterattack

defensive-

counterattack

defensive-

counterattack

-

counterattack schemesoheme to prevent us from reaching the RhineRhine.,. (6)6(6)-

Strict

6S-

trict
(6)-

Strict

6S-

trict
(6)-

Strict

6S-

trict
( )

Strict secrecy regulations werere in effecteffeot with attackingattaoking divisionsdivisions-

moving

divisi-
ons

divisions-

moving

divisi-
ons

divisions-

moving

divisi-
onsmoving into their last assembly position one day prior to thetJ1e attackattack.attackattack-

.all

attacka-

ble

*.,
, all movement during day-lightdaylight- was forbidden ,;,' no reconnaissancereoornaissancereoOreo 18Bance overove-

rattack

ove-

rtrick

ove-

rattack

ove-

rtrick

ove-

rattack

ove-

rtrickattack areas was to be made ,; a fakerake army group was established north ofotof-

Cologne

co-

cooned

ot-

Cologne

ot-

ology

of-

Cologne

co-

coonedCologne , r' travel was limited ; fake radio messages were sent ,,;' all unun-un-

reliable

un-

reliable

un-

reliable

¬-

reliable elementseledele ntsants were weeded out of attackingattaoking divisions ,' airforceairforoeairfare unitsunits-

were

unans-

wered

units-

were

unans-

wered

units-

were

unans-

weredwere held deep in Germany to be moved up at the last momentmoment.,. and faketakefake-

clues

fac-

eless

take-

olues

take-

outs

fake-

clues

fac-

elesscluesoluescoleus were to be planted to mislead usus.us*. All these measures plus thethe-

Allied

hea-

dlined

the-

Allied

hea-

dlined

the-

Allied

hea-

dlinedAllied frame of mind that the GermansGermane were unable to mount aa.. large scalescale-

offensive

scale-

offensive

scale-

offensiveoffensive and that the German rate of attrition was greater than thethe-

capacity

t-
heca

the-

capaoi

th-

eca
the-

capacity

t-
hecacapacitycapaoicapoty forfar replacementreplaoement causedoausedpaused aa.. "safeHfrcm-attack""safeHfrcmsafeHfrcmattack"attack"se.1'e-tran-attaok"se.1etranattaok"se.1'ese1etranattaok"attaok"safe-from-attack""safesafefrom"-train" . ' - - " thought and furtherfurther-

enabled

frate-

rnal
further-

enab

furt-
her

further-

enabled

frate-

rnalenabledenabnab led the German High CommandCOJJmICommie .lldlldld. to gain the necessarynecessary' ' supplies , troops ,

and8.11d811d. opportuneoppop ortune area fortortore an all-outallout- attackattack.*. Thus , one ofot the greatest

(5)5( ) A-lAlA-11A-l.Al.- ,. p.p. 12 (6)6( ) A-lAlA-IIA-11- , p.p. 16,17,1816171816,17.18.161718.16,17,18., ,. *.
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Z*, JJ'Jc-

utting

C-

utting

'

,

cuttingouttingouting offoft and isolating frcaatramfromAfrica 20 to 30 Allied divisionsdividiv ions and probablyprobably9-

&i

probably-

9i

probably-

.T

probab-

ly- . .TT. ... .... . . . . .. . ., ., .....glaionge"'theglaiongetheglaring.9&i9i& goothcthc",', ,the cutocmscutoc.cutoccustomscutchcutCcutch <m13. .cc.- ofof-eofeofe'trarofetraroffertory>r.r.- . . fthethe*e.warewarearmr-'trar'trartrar.-' cacz.cz'. the WeWea.tornWeatornWee-ternWeeternWheatona .-torn FrontsFront, . It wwas* toto'to'.' a& bold.bold..bold-

and

Borl-

and

. . .

and directdireot plan with great deceptiondeoeption and to be launchedlaUDOhedlaughed during a seasonseason-

unfavorable

season-

untaV

sea-
son

season-

unPavora'ble

season-

unPavorable .unfavorableunPavora'bleunPavorableuntaVPunta ta' le"le" for Allied air superiority to greatly influenceint'laenintlaeninlandinfltTende-theinfltTendetheinflated' "a--the"aathe" ---the battleba.ttlbattlbattle.. ,. "- ".

. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . , , . .. . . ., . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.0.0. . . . . . . . , . . . . . .. .. . . ._ . ... . . . . . . . . . .. . , _ . . . . . . ._ .... . , ... .. .
_ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...

(3)3( ) ( See Map A )

After further research , it 'waswas' decideddeoided by the German HigiHighHiggins CommandCanmaDdCoenendCanadaContendComman-

dto

CanmaD-

dto

Comman-

do

Cana-
rd

CoenCohen -endend-end-

to

end-

owto carryoarryhoary out the attackattaok with two Panzer armies with infantry divisionsdivisions-

in

divisio-
nsin coordinationooordination with strong anti-tankantitankantitank- and anti-aircraftantiaircraftanti-airoraftairoraft- units to formform-

blocking

fore-

locking

form-

blooking

fore-

locking

form-

blocking

fore-

lockingblockingblookinglooking forcestorcestorches north and south of bhe'bhethehe' main penetrations spearheadsspearheads.spearheads.-

Gert

spearhe-

ads

spearheads.-

German

spearh-
eads

*.

CtermanGermanCerimanGertGet .nn. airforoeairforoaairforceairfareairframe units , which had been closelyoloselyloosely supervised anda.nd. conservedoonserwdmoonseed ,

were to venture forth in an all-outallout- support and to gain and maintainmaintain-

localized

mai-
ntain

maintain-

looalized

mai-
ntain

maintain-

localized

mai-
ntainlocalizedlooalized air superioritysuperiority.*. Following powerful artillery preparations ,

strongstronastron armored spearheads were to smash through the Allied lines andand-

race

man-

drake

and-

race

man-

drake

and-

race

man-

drakerace for the MeuseMuse river and gain bridgeheads there the first day, thenthen-

strike

chem-

istries

then-

strike

chem-

istries

then-

strike

chem-

istriesstrike fortortore Liege anda.nd. AntwerpAntwerp.,. This was all to be accomplishedaooonplishedacooractor lishedlashed againstagains-

tstrict

aga-
inst

agains-

tstrict

aga-
inst

agains-

tstrict

aga-
inststrict time schedules and was designeddesignod to effecteffeot fast penetration thruststhrusts-

after

thru-
sts

thrusts-

after

thru-
sts

thrusts-

after

thru-
stsafter the Allied ArmiesAnrtiesAntibes had been broken and demoralizeddemoralized.*. Armored unitsunits-

of

unit-

so

uni-

tsofof the first wave were toto move forward with the single missionmiss ion ofof'' gaininggaining-

Meuse

gain-
ing

gaining-

Meuse

gain-
ing

gaining-

Meuse

gain-
ingMeuseMuse River bridgeheads and were not to waver fromtromtromp this mission asalan mop-nipmopnipmop-upupmopOtpmootmopni-

poperations

monop-

olizations

mopup-

operations

mopOt-

poperations

monop-

olizations

-- ,

operations of isolated units were to be accomplishedaooomplished by infantry unitsunite onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe heelsheals ofor the armored elements.elements. (4)4(4)-

Thirtytwo

4T-

hirtytwo

(4)-

Thirtytwo

4T-

hirtytwo

(4)-

Thirtytwo

4T-

hirtytwo

( )

Thirty-twoThirtytwo- German divisions were to be used in the battle with anan-

order

a-

node

an-

order

a-

node

an-

order

a-

nodeorder of battle of twelve Panzer divisions , twenty VolksgrenadierVolksgrenad1er dividivi-divdivi-

sions

divi-

sions

divi-

alone

divi-

nation

¬-

sionsalonescions , twelve artillery corps , fourteen army artillery battalions , sevenseven-

rocket

seve-

rance

seven-

rocket

seve-

rance

seven-

rocket

seve-

rancerocket brigades and thirteen anti-tankantitank- battalionsbattalions.*. To gather suchsuohsough aa-

striking

s-

triking

a-

striking

s-

triking

a-

striking

s-

trikingstriking force together after five hard years of warfare was a great draindrain-

on

draini-

ngon the German ArmyArmy'' and presented greatgroatgoat problems ofor troop economyeooncmyeooneon with the

(3)3( ) A-lAlA-IIA-ZZ- , p.p. 9,10,11,12,13910111213, , , , (4)4( ) A-lAlA-l.Al.- ,. pp.p. 11.11. A-6A6-
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.I-1.1.-Ir-

ole

R-

ole

. . i, .

.

.
..

"

role in the entire planplaulau and maintained an active8.ctive8ctive. participationpartioipation duringduring-

all
duri-

ngall phasesphases.*. To aid in thetl e haltinghalting'halting'ofhaltingofhalting'

of General Patton'sPattonsPatton"sPattontsPatton'" racingraoingraping armies inin'In""'in-
i

mi-
ni

in-

August

im-

agist

'"

i"
ii-

August
A-

ugustAugust 1944, a plan was attempted to strike fromfran the south in the vicin'ricin-'ricinricinvioin-vioinvicinalpricingviolinvicin-

ity

'ricin-

ity

ricin-

ity

vicin-

ity

vioin-

ity

vicin-

ity

' ¬-

itycity of MetzMet to out the AmericanJunerioau..linesJunerioaulinesAmerioau.linesAmerioaulinesMercifulness., . . lines of communicationoommunioation and drive northnorth-

to

Nor-

thto the Belgium border anda.nd. thus gainga.in. valuable time in preparing for thethe-

defense

thr-

eadfin

the-

defense

thr-

eadfin

the-

defense

thr-

eadfindefense of the FatherlandFatherland.,. but available troops caused this to be canoan-oancan-Doancan-

celled

oan-

oalled

ca-

nalled

can-

celled

¬-

celledoalledcoaled and gathered for the later and larger offensiveoffensive.*. This new andand-

larger

ba-

ndage

and-

la.rger

end-

anger

and-

larger

ba-

ndagelargerla.rger. offensive was to be well-plannedwellplanned- , supervised and to make use ofof-

deception

m-

oderation

of-

deoeption

m-

oderation

of-

deception

m-

oderationdeceptiondeoeption to the greatest degreedegree.*. (2)2(2)-

7here

27-

here

(2)-

Where

2W-

here

(2)-

Where

2W-

here

( )

\7here7hereWhere\ to attackattaok ? With the limited numbermunber of divisions available toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe GermanC-ermanCermanBerman- commanderscox antlers , it wacmeYmeac? evident that action on the Eastern frontfront-

would

front-

ward

front-

would

front-

ward

front-

would

front-

wardwould merely dent the Russian manpower reservoir and would not be decideoi-deoidecdevoiddeci-

sive

deoi-

sive.

deci-

sive

deoi-

s

devoir-

s

¬-

sivesive.skives ive.ivedive*. LookingLookine; to the west , conditions for an attackatta.okattaok. werevrerereared more favorablefavorable-

the

favorab-

le- .. the AmericanAmerica.n. and British Armies had invaded and liberated France withwith-

a

with-

ala minimumminimumnmin number of divisions due to air , mechanizedmeohmemo izedsized and motorized superisuperi-supersuperi-

ority.

superi-

ority

superi-

ority.

superi-

ority

superi-

ority.

superi-

ority

¬-

ority.orityforty. In additionaddition.,. the Allied Armies in the Western Front wereware forcedforced-

to

force-

dto bringbl"illgblillgLilly" in all supplies through a few batteredba.ttered. and inefficientineffioient seaportsseaports-

pluc

seapo-

rts
seaports-

plus

seapo-

rts
seaports-

plus

seapo-

rtsplucpluspluck the NormandylTormanc1y beachheadsbeaohheads coupledooupled with a long overland supply routeroute-

maintained

route-

maintained'. maintainedmnintained by costly and slowslemSalem trucktruok transporttrl\nsport.trlnsport.transport.ctrlsport\ *. The German High CommandCOmnmldCommComman-

dbelieved

Com-
mand

COmnm-

ldbelieved

Comman-

dbelieved

Com-
mandbelieved the main Allied effort would be made in the north in the vicinvioin-vioinvicin-vicinalviolinvicin-

ity

vioin-

ity

vicin-

ity

vicin-

ity

¬-

itycity of AachenApache with the Cologne plains anda.nd. Ruhr Industrial Area as thethe-

objectives.

the-

objectives.

the-

objectives.objectives.objectives. With the loiownknownlotion limited nunbernumber of Allied divisions available ,

it was evident that portions of the Allied front wouldVlouldLoud bobe necessarilynecessarily-

lightly

necess-
arily

neonecessarily-

lightly

necess-
arily

ssarilyscarilyssarily-

lightlylightly held in line with economyeooneon of forces to support offensiveorrensiwforensic actionaction-

on

actio-

non other parts ofof'' the frontf'rCnt.frCntfront.' ) *. GermanGernan intelligence knewknaw the ArdennesArdennosArdenne-

sforest

Arde-
nnes

Ardenno-

sforest

Arde-
nnes

Ardenne-

sforest

Arde-
nnesforest in BelgiumBelgiwnBelgian and LuxumbergLuxemburg were lightly held anda.nd. aa.. drive throughthrough-

such

throu-

ghsuch an areaarea.. with a concentratedoonoentrated effort on a narrow front would allowallOW'allow-

the

all-
ot

allOW-

'the

allOW-

the

all-
ot

allow-

the

all-
ot

'

the German divisionsdiv'isions' to break through and head towards Antwerp , thus

(2)2( ) A-lAlA-IIA-11- , p.p. 3,4,5,6,7.-A-734567.A73,4,5,6,7.34567A73,4,5,6,7.-34567.3,4,5,6,7.A734567A73,4,5,6,7.A7-

1.

34567A7-
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4r44-
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COUNTER-OFFEWSIV3tCOUNTEROFFEWSIV3tCOUNTER-oFFENSIVEoFFENSIVE- , 1618 DECEMBERDECEDEE R , - 1 JMJTOJRYJAlUARYJanuaryJDTDT] &RYRY& 1945194-
5Personal

1945-
Per8oD&1lxper1euae

194-
5Per8oD1lxper1euae

194-
5Personal(PersonalPer8oD&1lxper1euaePer8oD1lxper1euae&

_
Experience ofot a Battalion ExecutiveExeoutive Officerottioerdottier )

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTINTRMUCTINTRODUCEINTERMITINTRODUCTI-

ON"Soldiers

INTRODUCTI-

ONSoldiers

Introdu-
ctions

IONIO-

N"Soldiers

IO-

NSoldiers

In-

siders
. II-

n"SoldiersSoldiersn" of the West FrontFront.*. Your great hour has struokstruok.struck.struck*. StrongStrong-

attacking

Sto-
mata

strong-

attacking

sto-
mata

Strong-

attacking

Sto-
mataattacking armies are advancing today against the Anglo-AmericanaAngloAmericanaAnglo-w\merioans.wmerioans.AngloA.merioans.MerionAnglo-AmericanAnglo-Anglo-+\A.merioans.AmerioansAmericans. ,. II-

don't

I-

dont

D-

on't

I-

don't

I-

dont

D-

on't

I-

dontt

I-

dentitydon'tdontdontt' need to say more to youyou.*. You all feeltee1 it, everything is1s at stakestake.stake.-

You

sta-
ke

stake.-

You

sta-
ke

*.

You bear in yourselves a holy duty to give everything and to achieve thethe-

superhuman

H-
esperus

the-

superhuman

H-
esperus

the-

superhuman

H-
esperussuperhuman for "OurOur" FatherlandFatherla.nd. anda11d our Fuhrer11Fuhrer"FuhrerFuehrer" - von RundstedttRundstedt.RundstedtUndusted. (1)1(1)-

This

1T-

his

(1)-

This

1T-

his

( l )

This order taken from a German soldier about 1000 hours 16 DeoDecDeco 19441944-

in

1944-

in

1944-

inin the vicinityvioinity of Losheimergraben , Belgium by a member ofot CoCo.Co*. L, 394th394th-

Infantry

394th-

Infantry

394th-

InfantryInfantry , gave the first indicationindioation of the'the' vastness and intent of thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGerman counter-offensivecounteroffensiveoounter-offensiveoounter- in the Ardennes area in DecemberDeoember 1944 and dicdio-diodic-dicedidodic-

tated

dio-

tatod

dit-

toed

dic-

tated

¬-

tatedtatodtattedstated the role that the 3rd Battalion , 394th InfantryIn1'antryIn1antry' would play in atatt-

empting

at-atatt-

empting

att-

empting

¬-

tempting to aid in the defense of the central sectorseotor of the Anglo-AmeriAngloAmeriAnglo-Ameri-AmericaAngloAmeri-

can

Anglo-Ameri-

can

AnglAnglo - eri-eriKerieri-

oan

Me-

rion

¬-

canoanDoan front.front. In order to thoroughly understand the sequence of the operaopera-opera-

tions

opera-

tions

opera-

tions

¬-

tionsions of this Battalion , it is necessaryneoessary to review the situation on thethe-

Western

te-

eter
the-

Western

te-

eter
the-

Western

te-

eterWestern Front in the falltall and early winter of 19441944.1944-

.Contrary

1944-

Contrary

1944-

.Contrary

1944-

Contrary

*.

Contrary to the opinion of the masses , the German attack in thethe-

Ardennes

hea-

dedness

the-

Ardennes

hea-

dedness

the-

Ardennes

hea-

dednessArdennes sector was not a spur of the moment actionaotionabortion but was apparentlyapparently-

conceived

appar-
ently

apparently-

oonceived

appar-
ently

apparently-

conceived

appar-
entlyconceivedoonceived subsequent to July 1944 after the Allies had successfullysucoessfully inin-

vaded

in-inin-

vaded

in-

vaded

¬-

vadedevaded and expanded the toehold on the European continentoontinent on the NormandyNormandy-

beaches.

Norm-
andy

Normandy-

beaohes.

Norm-
andy

Normandy-

beaches.

Norm-
andybeaches.beachesbeaohes.beaohes. Most authorities are ofor the opinion that the actualaotual planningplaimingpainingplanning-

stage

plann-

ing
planning-

stage

plann-

ing
plaiming-

stage

painti-
ngsstage of the attack began when the AmericanAmerioan Armies were racing acrossaorossacross-

France

acr-
oss

aoross-

France

across-

France

acr-
ossFrance anda.nd. approachingapproa.ching. the German frontier.frontier. Whether von RundstcdtRundetedtUndustedUndated ,

..ModelModelMode1., or KeitelKite conceivedoonoeived the tacticaltaotioal plan and launched the counter-counteroounter-oountercounter-

offensive

oounter-

offensive

counter-

offensive

counter-

offensive

-

offensive is open forfar discussiondisoussion , but apparently Hitler played a majormajor-

l

majo-

r(1)1( l1)1) Captured enemy documentdooUJD8nt , A-10A10-

33-

I

3-

THE
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7.7. Until dumps are constructed , roads developed , and cargocargo-

handling

cargo-

b

caro-

b

cargo-

handling.handlinghandling.b ndltng.detailendltngdetaile:
,. . details endand equipmentequipnent are readyread7"read7," .

the general discharge ofor cargocargo-

from

cairn-

gorm

cargo-

from

cairn-

gorm

cargo-

from

cairn-

gormfrom LSTsLasts should not be undertaken.undertaken. Little but confusioncontusion and overalloverall-

loss

overall-

loss
--.. . . . . _

. . . . .

losslos'los' of time results from the clogging of beaches.beaches.

8.8. AmmunitionAmmuniAmmonia tiODtied andend gasolinegasolineG'dumpsgasolineGdumpsgasoline:;Cv' "dumpsdumps
"

dumps must be widely separated.separated.

9.9. AdequateAdtDt=! qU8 te bivouac areasB.reasBreasBraes. for troops engaged in shore partyparty-

operations

par-

tygoer
party-

cperatlons

party-

operations

par-

tygoeroperationscperatlons must be provided for in beach development plans.plansplane.plane.

10.10. InfantryInfantrjrInfant uniteunits engaged in coastal operations should be providedprovided-

with

provi-
dedwith a boat detachment or unit where an adequate road net does not existexist.*.

11.11. The battle is fought atB.tBt. the end of the supply line.lineli.ne.: . .

112? ,. LCMsLCMaLCM ande.ndend. LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s are seaworthy and canc&ncn& travel safely in ordinaryordinarrordinary-

weather

ordi-
nary

ordinarr-

weather

ordin-
aries

ordinary-

weather

ordi-
nary

;}

weather over distances up to 75 miles between sunset and dawn.dawn.

13.13. Where an unshelteredul1shel teredtermed boat anchorage is not available8.vaile.ble8vaile.ble8vaileble. . , damage toto-

craft

to-

mcat

to-

crnft

t-
orn

to-

craft

to-

mcatcraftcrnft during storms must be expected and planned for.for.

14.14. Boat and shore personnel must be trained to a high point ofof-

physical

so-

phistical

of-

physics1

of-

physical

so-

phisticalphysicalphysics1 conditioncon it,1.onit1.onit1on, . , versatility and discipline.discipline. They are required to workwork-

long

wor-

king

work-

long

wor-

king

work-

long

wor-

kinglong hours without rest under all varieties of weather , light , and terrain.terrain.

15.15. Mechanical aids in unloading bulk supplies from landing shipsships-

and

shi-
ps

ships-

and

shi-
ps

ships-

and

shi-
psand craft should be employed to the maximum to replacerepl6.cerepl6ce. humanhume.nhumenhume. labor.labor.

16.16. All officers and non-commissionednoncommissioned- officers in the boat unitsunits-

should

hun-

nish

units-

should

hun-

nish

units-

should

hun-

nishshould be trained in navigation.navigation.
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use
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.

use of a good engineer unit for stevedore work is1sin illogical.illogical11log1cal.11log1cal. However ,

the situation was accepted layby the men andend theyththey-puttheyput--put allB.llBllBill. their energyenemy intointo-

doing

inte-

nding-- doingdoingandoing-endoingen-anan- an efficiente.f.fi.cjent.efficjentef.ffi. c. l en t.t. jobjob.*.. -
. " . , . . , . . .. .,. . . . . . " " ,

This summary6umma would not be complete without mentioning the goodgoo-

drelationship

goo-

drelationship

goo-

drelationshiprelationship manifested between the 9th Australian Division and the 532dS32d532dE-

BSR.

532d-

EBSR

S32d-

EBSR.

S32d-

EBSR

532dE-

BSR.

532d-

EBSREBSR.EBSRDEBS. There was the closest kind of cooperation between these two unitsunits-

which

un-
its

units-

which

un-
its

units-

which

un-
itswhich in turn was foundedroundd on a mutualmutua.l. respect for each other'sothersother'JotherJother' ! abilitiesabilities.abilities.-

By

abiliti-
es

*.

By the end of the operation , the Australians were referring to the 532d532d-

EBSR

532d-

EBSR

532d-

EBSREBSRDEBS as the 9th Division Navy.Navy.

LESSOMSLESSONSLESSOM-

SLessons

Lisso-
mness

LESSON-

SLessons

Les-
sons

ESSONWESSON SS-

Lessons

L-

essonsLessons brought out in this operation included the following :

1.1. The planning phase of any amphibious operation must include aa-

reheerflel.

c-

areer
a-

reheerBl.

c-

areer
a-

rehearsal.

r-

ehearsalreheerflel.reheerflelreheerBl.reheerBlrehearsal.rehearsalrehearserehear$ . Defects in plans can be found endand remediedrem died prior to the actualactuslactuall-

anding.

actual-

ization

actusll-

anding.

macu-

lating

actuall-

anding.

actual-

izationlanding.landing.

2.2. Engineer Boat andbndband Shore Regiment operations cannot be governed tybrbyty-

hard

th-

ird
br-

hard

Be-

rnhard

by-

hard

b-

oyar

,

hard and fast POPs.POPsSOPs.SOPs. Sometimes , because of enemyenemfdef action , weather , or unforseenunforeseenunforseen-

hydrographeel

unforseen-

hydrographical

unforseen-

hydrographicalhydrographeelhydrographical! beach conditions all plans must be abandoned and new onesones-

thought

Con-

estoga

ones-

thought

Con-

estoga

ones-

thought

Con-

estogathought up and&ldld& executed on the spot.spot.

3.3. Every
,

member of en Engineer Boat widandwide Shore Regiment must be trainedtrained-

with

train-

ed
trained-

with

train-

ed
trained-

with

train-

edwith the idea that the job must be done regardless of method or procedureprocedure.procedure-

.Flexibi1ity

procedur-

eFlexibi1ity

procedure-

.Flexibility

proc-
edure

*.

FlexibilityFlexibi1ity is the keynote in shore partypar operations.operations.

4.4. Engineer Boat endand ShoreShor Regiment responsibilitiesresponsibilitiee must be clearlyclearly-

oelineated

clearly-

6elineated
-- --- - -- ------ - - ' - - --- - - - - - - - - -- - __ h.h. - . hh _ _ _ _ ... .

" - --- " - - --- - -- - - '- -- - ' " - ' - - ' - - '- - -oelineatedlineated6elineateddelineatedlionhearted(i aridand agreedagr7ed apon"iaponiupon.uponaphonicupoupon . -

5.5. Shore party troops and equipment must landlend early in the assaultassault-

and

assault-

edand initiate beach reconnaissance.reconnaissance.

6.6. Shore-basedShorebased- boat maintenance is required on the far shore.shore. AA-

small

S-

mall

A-

small

S-

mall

A-

small

S-

mallsmall detachment consisting of mechanics , hull maintenance men andand-

welderb

ind-

weller

and-

w

an-

d

and-

welders

ind-

wellerswelderbwelderswelderw lc1ert) , together with appropriateappropriste equipmentequ:2.pmentequ2.pmentequ2pment: . should go ashore on D-day.Dday.D-dq.dq.dayDday.-

This

Dida-

ctics

Ddq.'-

This

Ddq-

This

Dida-

ctics

Dday.-

This

Dida-

ctics

- .

This'This' detachmentdeta.chment. could keep many critical and valuable craft running thatthat-

would

Hear-

twood

that-

would

Hear-

twood

that-

would

Hear-

twoodwould otherwise be taken out of service.service.
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The beach development planplNplanasplans} , BS.8S8S-asas.- jointlyjoiDtlyvnintlyninthly preparedj-preparedjpreparedjasprepared--raspreparedrasGrasprepared"-tftls'i'aultrprepared"preparedtftls'i'aultrtftlsiaultrpreparedrasfault"-,; . .- , as faulty-fault-fault'-faultinfaulting' - in oneone-

outstanding

ho-

mesteading

one-

outstanding

ho-

mesteading

one-

outstanding

ho-

mesteadingoutstanding respectrespect.*. Areas assigned fortortore installationsinstalla.tions. and bivouacs werewere-

too

wher-

eto

were-

too

wher-

eto

wer-

etoo'near'the

wer-

etoonearthe

sw-

eetenertootoo'near'thetoonearthetoner'near'near'near '

the beach.beach. This'ThiaThiaThai'* resulted in undue concentration ofor personnelpersonnel-

and

person-
nel

perpersonnel-

mid

person-

nel

i nnelkneelnnela-

l1dandal1dmid itit isi somethingom illg.illgillillg.sho
. shortshoshod t of miraculous thetthe.tthattheft. more were not killed duringduring-

the

duri-
ngthe aerial attacks8.tts.cke8tts.cke8ttscke. . on RED BEACH.BEACHBEACH-

.LSTs

Branc-

hless

BEACH.-

I

BEAC-

H

BEACH-

.LSTs

Branc-

hless

.

I

LSTsLasts transporting large numbers of vehicles were beached prior toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe construction of a beach exit road.road. As a result , vehicles were parkedparked-

bumper

par-
ked

parked-

bumper

par-
ked

parked-

bumper

par-
kedbumper to bumper on the beach for as.s. considerable period of time.time. Had thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy chosen this time to bomb the beach , he would have foundEoundRound a remunerativeremunerative-

target.

remuner-
ative

remunerative-

target.

remuner-
ative

remunerative-

target.

remuner-
ativetarget.target. LandingL&1dingL1ding& schedulesscheshe uleelee should have provided for the LSTsLasts to beach onon-

call

con-

ically

on-

call

con-

ically

on-

call

con-

icallycall from the shore.shoreshor-

e.Initial

hors-

emint

shor-

e.Initial

hors-

emint

shor-

e.Initial

hors-

emint

.

Initial beachbench durapedumpfdumpsdrapedump were developed with little thought for properproper-

dispersal

prop-

erties
proper-

di

prop-

er

proper-

dispersal

prop-

ertiesdispersaldi perselPersil of ammunitionaumunition and gasoline.gasoline. Had these items been properlyproperly-

separated

prop-

erly
properlys-

epErB.t

prop-
erly

properly-

separated

prop-

erlyseparatedsepErB.tsepErBtexpert!
. , initialinimini ti ) l losses by enemy bombing would have been cut in half.halfhalf-

.It

half-

wit

half-

.It

half-

wit

half-

.It

half-

wit

.

It had not been fully anticipatedenticipo.tedenticipoted. that some boatsboat might be damageddamaged-

so

damag-

edso badlybaJlybally that the maintenanceme.lntenancemelntenanceMelanesian. dettchmentdett.chmentdetcchmentdetachment:. could not effect repairs.repairsrepairt3.repairt3. As itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

taswas , boatsboetsbets were in rtitherrtLtherratherthitherratter short supply6upply by the day of the storm when the

6 LCMsLCMaLCM were tossed high and dry on the beach.beach. All told , during the 1212.12-

days

12-

.days

12-

days

,.

daysd s , it required a total of 21 LCMsLCMeLCM and 21 LCVPs( ) to maintain 10 of eacheach-

in

beach-

ing

each-

in

beach-

ing

each-

in

beach-

ingin operable condition.conditioncondition.-

A

condition-

A

condition-

al

conditio-

n

.

A greetgreat deal of credit is due the officers and men of the boatboat-

detachment

boat-

etachment

bat-

tlement

boat-

detachmentdetachmentetachment for the skillful manner in which they conducted missions toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe forwardfOr'lf'.rdfOrlfrdforklift' '. areas.areas. Most of the time they were landinglending within a fewfew-

hundred

fre-

ehanded

few-

hundred

fre-

ehanded

few-

hundred

fre-

ehandedhundred yards of the enemy , often under fire , on beaches that had notnot-

been

nobl-

emen

not-

been

nobl-

emen

not-

been

nobl-

emenbeen previously reconnoitered , andend doing this in the middle of the night.nightnight.-

At

nig-

ht

.

At no time did they fail in an assigned mission.missionmission.-

Likewise

mis-
sion

mission.-

LikewisE

mis-
sion

mission.-

Likewise

mis-
sion

.

Likewise , the personnelpersollnel of the Shore Battalion deserve credit.credit. ToTo-

them

T-

otem

To-

them

T-

otem

To-

them

T-

otemthem fell the task of developing a functioningflmctlonlng beachhead in what waswa-

spractically

ast-

hmatically

wa-

spractically

ast-

hmatically

wa-

spractically

ast-

hmaticallypractically a swampwarnpwarp from the start.start. FrequentFr quentqueen rains soon turned the areaarea-

into

rep-

aint

area-

into

rep-

aint

area-

into

rep-

aintinto a8 quagmire.quagmire. Naval resupplyreapply echelons arrived and somehow were alwaysalwqsalways-

unloaded

alw-
ays

alwqs-

unloeded

always-

unloaded

alw-
aysunloadedunloeded with a minimum of delay.delay. It was hardhard.hard,. back-breakingbackbreaking- work.work. The
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JAustralianAustralian advance was rapid andend byqy nightfall of 15 September they werewere-

ready

whe-

re're

were-

ready

whe-

re're

were-

ready

whe-

re'reready for the assaultaeseuleasefult on LAELEA itself.itself. During the advance , resupplyreapply boatboat-

missions

bea-

uticians

boat-

missions

bea-

uticians

boat-

missions

bea-

uticiansmissions went forwardforwa.rd. each night from REDD BLACHBEACHBACH to thethe.the-frontthefront.- front line infantry.infantryinfant .

(84)84( 8 I.I. , )

On 16 September , following a heavyhenvyenvy
, bomber strike , both the 7th andand-

9th

and-

9th

and-

9th9th Divisions entered LAELEA (85)85( ) , endand thus the lestlast serious threat to SESE-

NFW

SE-

AN

SE-

NEW

SC-

ENE

SE-

NFW

SE-

ANNFWNEWNW GUIMFAGUINFAGUIGUIANA was removed.removedremoved.Iremoved. I,

(86)86(86)-

Brck

86-

Brck

(86)-

B

86-

B

(86)-

Bcck

86B-

cck

( )

BrckBcckBrockBackB ck at RED BFACHBEACHBACH , the men of the 53532dd EBSRDEBS Group were conscious ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe fact thetthattheft they had successfully completed their first real mission asas-

a

as-

a

as-

aa unit and that their efforts had contributed much to the success of thethe-

9th

the-

9th

the-

9th9th AustralianAustre.1ianAustre1ian. Division.Division. However , with the news of the:! capture of LAELEA ,

came ordersordereordered to commence the shuttling of the contents of the RED BEACHBEAC-

Hdumps

Bac-

kups

BEAC-

Hdumps

Bac-

kups

BEAC-

Hdumps

Bac-

kupsdumps to LAE.LAELEA. (87)87( )

ANALYSISANAL! f) JL ANDND CRITICISMCRITICISM-

An

Criticis-

m

CRJCPR TI CISMISMCISM-

An

Caim-

anAn appraisal of this operation revestsretestsreveereverevererevela.'sas.' s that the1he boatsbaetsbeats of the 532dS32d532d-

FBSR

S32d-

EBSR

532d-

EBSRFBSREBSRFIBSDEBS were the factorsfactorAfactor *.hich.hichhitch. enableden6bl d the 9th Australian Division to makemake-

an

ma-

kean advance of 14.14. miles over difficult jungle terrain in 12 days.days. ThisThis-

remains

The-

rmions

This-

remains

The-

rmions

This-

remains

The-

rmionsremains despitedespesp! te the factfactthatfathead/thatthatthe.tthettheft/, . it was not clearlycles.rlyclesrly. anticipatedanticipa.ted. prior to thethe-

operation

the-

orization

the-

opere.tion

the-

operation

the-

orizationoperationopere.tionoperetion. that the boats would be employed in the mannerm811r1E: r in which theythey-

were.

he-
wer

they-

were.

he-
wer

they-

were.

he-
werwere.were. In planningplenningpenning, thisthithin s operationopera tiotltitle , the Australians had conceivedcanceicancel vedvend of re-rere-

supply

re-

apply

re-

supply

re-

apply

re-

supply

re-

apply

-

supply overland.overland. But they had not consideredcon6iderd the elements nor the speedspeed-

with

spe-

ed
speed-

with

spe-

ed
speed-

with

spe-

edwith which they would advance.advance. As a result , the forward troops advancedadvancodadvanced-

much

advan-

ced

advancod-

much

advan-

ced

advanced-

much

advan-

cedmuch faster than the engineers could build a road.road. 3yBy contrast , the seasea-

offered

s-
afer

sea-

offered

s-
afer

sea-

offered

s-
aferoffered a ready-madereadymaderea.dy-mad.erea.dymad.e. - . highway , with an unlimitedun1imi ted number of lanes over whichwhich-

boats

switch-

boards

which-

boats

switch-

boards

which-

boats

switch-

boardsboats could travel and keep up with the advancing infantry.infantryinfentry.infentry. The supplysupply-

system

sup-

ply
supply-

system

sup-

ply
supply-

system

sup-

plysystem eventuallyeventue.llyeventuelly. adoptede.doptededopted. functioned well and was flexible enough to meetmeet-

sudden

m-
eets

meet-

rodden

elec-

trode

meet-

sudden

m-
eetssuddenroddentrodden changes in the situation.situation. The ability to supply fighting troopstroops-

separated

troops-

separated

troops-

separatedseparated by miles of jungle from their supply dumps wasW8S, the outstandingoutstanding-

achievement

outsta-
nding

outstanding-

achievement

outsta-
nding

outstanding-

achievement

outsta-
ndingachievement of the campaign.campaign.

(84)84( ) Personal knowledge ?; (85)85( ) J , p.p. 55551}; (86)86( ) H , p.p. 177 $; (87)87( ) PersonalPersonalk-
nowledge.

Pers-
onal

Personalk-
nowledge.

Pers-
onal

Personalk-
nowledge.

Pers-
onalknowledge.knowledge .
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The

T-

heThe additional troops placed in the bridgehead by this operation enabledenabled-

the

enabl-

edthe 24th Brigade to rout the enemy and begin a swiftBrirtBrit advanceel.dVanC8eldVanC8. toward LAE.LAELEA.

(79)79( )

In the meantime , the 7th Australian Division had been air-transportedairtransportedairtransported-

to

-

to NADZABNAD7ABNADA , which had been seized byqy Parachute Troops on 5 September.September. ThisThis-

force

His-

toric

This-

force

His-

toric

This-

force

His-

toricforce was advancing toward LAELEA from the west , meeting only spasmodicspasmodi-

cresistance.

spas-
modic

spasmodi-

cresistance.

spas-
modic

spasmodi-

cresistance.

spas-
modicresistance.resistance. SALAMAUASALAMANCA had fallen to the Allied Forces on 11 September.September.

(80)80( )

Back at RED BEACH , the Shore Battalion labored day endand night unloadingunloading-

naval

unload-
ingnaval resupplyreapply echelons , maintaining roads in the beachhead , and loadingloading-

532d

loading-

532d

loading-

532d532d craft for supply of the forwardforv/ardforvardforWard/ troops.troops. Rains had turned the areaarea-

into

rep-

aint

area-

into

rep-

aint

area-

into

rep-

aintinto a sea of mud and all available personnel and equipment were utilizedutilized-

on

utilize-

don engineer tasks.tasks. Supplies were moved to available firm ground and allallr-

oads

wall-

boards

allr-

oads

wall-

boards

allr-

oads

wall-

boardsroads were being corduroyed.corduroyed. (81)81(81)-

The

81T-

he

(81)-

The

81T-

he

(81)-

The

81T-

he

( )

The arrival of 11 LCMsLCM and 11 LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s from MOROSEMOROBEMOROBMONROEMORO on the night of 1212-

September

12-

September

12-

SeptemberSeptember patputpu t Ihe'LheLhetheHe' boattoatstoat detachmentdetdebt chmcntchant backbllCkbullock to full strength again.againegain.egainregain. LackLe.ckLeckAleck. ofof-

shorebased

o-

ffshore
of-

shorebased

o-

ffshore
of-

shorebased

o-

ffshoreshore-basedshorebased- maintenance facilities and the storm had reduced the numbernumber-

of

numb-

erof operableoperablf! craft to just a fewfew'few-LCVPs.fewLCVPs.'- LCVPs.LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s.s. If the replacementsreplacemcutsreplacreplace mtntsmutants; had notnot-

arrived

no-

tarized

not-

ar

nota-

ry

not-

errivEd

no-

tarizedarrivederrivEdar ) iVEddived , toequatec.'cJequott.ccJequottdequotetolerateadequate. '
.! resupplyreapply of the forwardforVTs.rdforVTsrdforts. infantry could not have beenbeen-

irtintrdned.

been-

intaincd.

ben-

ignancy

been-

m

bee-

nirtintrdned.irtintrdnedintaincd.intaincdintained.intainedinstanceduntaintedm . AcAs it was , theth6 abovenbovnov craft arrivedrrivedrived about midnight endsndandsand withinwithin-

m

withinf-

in

withi-

nx

withi-

nm\mfinmhourhourx+ 11\ hour (88(8k8k( * ) , L.LI., LCMsLCUsLCissLCMLocusBliss t, endIudrundround( 3), LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s hedherhadheed: been loodeoloD.cleloDcleloadedlodelocale. andELndEnd dispatcheddispatchd forward.forwardforv\'l.rd.forv'l.rd.lrdforlard\ ' :. .

(83)8383)( )

By 13 September the division weswasW E tblebleEbletableableElbe to anticipate daily requirementsrequirements-

of

requiremen-

ts

:

of the forwudrorwl-iI'drorwliI'diIdforva.rdforvardforwardgrowlibid-.
, ' troops.troops. As aa.

_. resultr sultSault , missions to the front line infantryinfantry-

were

infan-
trywere set up on aa.. regularly,1Jlarlr1Jlarlrrp-.r-p. , : schedulecschedulecischeduledschedule bebEtbasissis with a certain number of craftcraft-

set

cra-

fts

craft-

SEt

cra-

fts

craft-

set

cra-

ftsset aside daily for this purpose.purpose. In addition , numerous ferrying taskstasks-

were

asse-

rted

tasks-

were

asse-

rted

tasks-

were

asse-

rtedwere performed behind the front lines.lineslinOlin s.s. These1ese consisted mainly of movingmovin-

gartillery

movin-

gartillery

movin-

gartilleryartillery endand division troops up close to the forwardfOlV/nrdfOlVnrdfoalnard/ brigades and inin-

supplying

m-

isapplying

in-

Eupplying

in-

terplaying

in-

supplying

m-

isapplyingsupplyingEupplying them by boat from RED BEACH.BEACH. Through 14 and 15 September the

(79)79( ) PersonelPersonalPersonnel knowledge5knowledge; substance of statement tytwby Lt.LtIt.It, . Col.ColCool. Hugh Norman ,

CO 2/28228/ AustA\lstAlstFaustlast\ InfInfo Bn on 18 Sept 1943 ; (80)80( ) J , p.p. 37 and $4454$ ?; (81)81( ) Eye-witnessEyewitness- ;

(82)82( ) Fye-witnessFyewitnesseye-witnesseyeFayee-witnes6ewitnes6- ; (83)83( ) S.S.
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/,

maintenance.maintenance$ anceVance .. In1)\1)11)view1viewI)'\ view of.theoftheoftenof.of. ., ., thetheOtrectivetheoreticdirective.p1.J'ecttvep1.Jecttvep1Jecttve
.,

. ;' : , , to maintain1Itd1t"i"n"1Itd1tinneai.neaiNeal.!tc' " ,in" " 10J O LCMsLCMaLCM andand'.' .LL.LOVPsLOPsLOVPs-

in

Elopi-
ng

L"VPLVPVP"VP( ) ss-

in

s-

inin operating condition , regimental headquarters at MOROBEMOROBMONROEMORO! was requestedrequested-

by

requestedb-

y.
requeste-

db

request-

edbyby.bby.adio. radio-adioadioadios::- to send 1010.10-more10more.- more LCMsLCM andand-J.OandJ.O-10.00. more LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s to RED BEACH.BEACH. (77)77(77)-

On

77-
On

( )

. . . . . . . . . . . . ,On the night of 11Ii11.11.

' September'Septembar"tW"'urgen-'Septembar"tW"'urgenSeptembartWurgen11.'Septembar"tW"'urgen11SeptembartWurgen'Septembar"tW"'urgen.1"SeptembartWurgen1Septemberj;, "arc1t1C
" 'urgentequiSBturgentequiSBtargentous'u "gege" !

-" .1".11*. 7?" que1C e t.-t.tl'O'tta"9t"tlOtta9tt.tl'O'tta"9t"ttlOtta9tt - f6m"9tft6m9tftfrt5m"etcfrt5metc' ' "" " " ' Division'DiVIsion'''DtDt isiod'isiodhispid' "-- -

Headquarters was received for 3 LCVPs( ) to haul criticallycritlccritic needed suppliessupplies-

to

supple-

stto the 24th Brigade.Brigade. Despite the stormystostop conditions , the mission waswas-

organized

wa-

rranted

was-

organized

wa-

rranted

was-

organized

wa-

rrantedorganized and Lieutenants CliftLift and McPherson volunteered to lead it.itit.-

Upon

it.-

Upon

it.-

Upon

.

Upon arriving at the west bank of the BUSUBUS , these officers found thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe remaining two battalions of the 24th Brigade hadbad not yet crossed thethe-

river

th-

rive

the-

river

th-

rive

the-

river

th-

riveriver because of its being in flood.flood. At the request of the 24th Brigade ,

Lieutenant McPherson , with 2 LCVPs( ) , volunteered to remain there duringduring-

the

duri-
ngthe day and ferry troops around the north of the river to the west bank.bankbank-

.Lieutenant

bank-

.Lieutenant

bank-

.Lieutenant

.

Lieutenant CliftLift loaded his boat with Australian wounded and returned toto-

RED

to-

ED

to-

RED

to-

ED

to-

RED

to-

EDRED BEACH.BEACH. (78)78(78)-

The

78T-

he

(78)-

The

78T-

he

( 78 )

The 2 LCVPs( ) under Lieutenant McPherson began ferryingferfear ingKing troops aroundaround-

the

arou-

nd

around-

the

arou-

nd

around-

the

arou-

ndthe mouth of the river just before dawn.dawn. At daylight , they came underundere-

nemy

under-

done

under-

enemf

under-

done

under-

enemy

under-

doneenemyenemfenema observation and were subjectedUbjected$ to mortar fire and air-bursts.airbursts.bursts- . ThisThi-

sfire

Thri-

ftier

Thi-

sfire

Thri-

ftier

Thi-

sfire

Thri-

ftierfire was directed upon these boats all dayd81 , but the ferryingrerryingrefrying operationoperationp-

roceeded.

oper-
ation

operationp-

roceeded.

oper-
ation

operationp-

roceeded.

oper-
ationproceeded.proceeded. In late afternoonarternoon , Lieutenant McPherson discovered that hishis-

boat

iso-

late

his-

boat

iso-

late

his-

boat

iso-

lateboat was low on fuel , so he sent it back to RED BEACH and boarded thethe-

other

te-

ther

the-

other

te-

ther

the-

other

te-

therother craft.craft. With only one LCVPCP( ) , the ferrying went, on throughout thethe-

night

he-

ight

the-

night

he-

ight

the-

night

he-

ightnight , although the enemyeneRene kept the mouth of the river and the adjacentadjacent-

beaches

adja-
cent

adjacent-

beaches

adja-
cent

adjacent-

beaches

adja-
centbeaches under mortar firefi.re. almost continuously.continuouslyc\ntinuously.cntinuously.mutinously\) . Sometime during the earlyearly-

morning

early-

morning

early-

morningmorning of 13 September , a8 mortar burst blasted off the boat'sboats' rudder.rudderrudder.-

McPherson

rudder.-

McPherson

rudder.-

McPherson

.

McPherson rigged an emergency hand tiller , and sitting on the stern ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe craft , steered the boat himself.himself. He continued this operation throughthrough-through-

out

¬-

out the day of 13 September and ceased that night only when just enoughenoug-

hfuel

enou-

gh
enoug-

hfuel

enou-

gh
enoug-

hfuel

enou-

ghfuel remained in the craft to get back to RED BEACH.BEACH. Lieutenant McPherson ,

his crew , and the boat , had ferried troops and equipment for over 40 hours

(77)77( ) Eye-witnessEyewitness- ; (78)78( ) Personal knowledge
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eiuwateenroatcequateencroachrc>atc toto..

.

nGw"GaGanw"GaBEACH.GaBEACHGable"Q"Q" .BEABEABETA.- BEACJI-BEACH.BEACH.ABACIBEACH.!: ' en0&0:n& thethothou night1ghtrightl ofor 8/989/ SeptemberSeptemSeptum er: ;:
.,
proceededprocpedcdpro.pro, . ededceded .PP., past$

.,
thethe-

beach.

Th-

ebes

the-

beach.

Th-

ebes

the-

beach.

Th-

ebesbeach.beach. They'l'hqlhq' ' were stopped finallyf'inal17final17' Just short ofor the BUSUBUS FIVERRIVER fcybycy thethe-

Australians

te-

arstains
the-

Australians

te-

arstains
the-

Australians

te-

arstainsAustralians firing a machine gun burst across their bows.bows. A total oforof-

three

N-

otre

of-

three

N-

otre
. . " - - . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . .. "

. . . .three boat missions were perfonnedperfonaedperformedpersonated that'that' nightni'ght' withoutwithout'wi houtshout
' incident'incident'incident.1i1cl1i1cl

.' :'.:*. .' .' '. (74)74(74)-

On

74-

On

( "' 4})

On 9 September , the leading battalion ofor both the 24th and 26th26th-

Brigades

26th-

Brigades

26th-

BrigadesBrigades had reached the east bank of the BUSUBUS RIVER.RIVER. Here it was thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe enemyenelD1 electedelfJcted to make ae.e. stand.stand. He was aided by a heavy rain whichwhich-

had

whi-

ch

which-

had

whi-

ch

which-

had

whi-

chhad fallenfa.llen. the previous night and swollen the river into a torrent.torrent. AtA-

tits

T-

its

A-

tits

T-

its

A-

tits

T-

itsits mouth , the river warwa.swas. abouta.bout. 700 yards wide andend dividedvidedd1 by sand barebarsbare-

into

bar-

ren

bars-

into

bas-

inet

bars-

into

bas-

inetinto several channels , of which the main one was nearest the west bank.bankbank-

.Upstream

ban-

krupted

bank-

.Upstream

ban-

krupted

bank-

.Upstream

ban-

krupted

.

Upstream , it was narrow , but swift and deep , and the 26th Brigade couldcould-

not

coul-

dn't

could-

not

coul-

dn't

could-

not

coul-

dn'tnot effectsrreetstreet a crossingcroBsing without a8 bridge.bridge. Along the coast , the commandercommande-

rof

command-

erof the leading battalion of the 24th Brigade elected to cross the riverriver-

by

riv-
er

river-

by

riv-
er

river-

by

riv-
erby wadingwadulgAbdul and swimming.swimming. This was accomplished in spite of heavyheaRhea enemyenem-

yresistance

enem-

yresistance

enem-

yresistanceresistance from the west bank of the river.river. Byay dark , the battalion hadhad-

secured

adm-

easured

had-

secured

adm-

easured

had-

secured

adm-

easuredsecured ae small bridgehead and was engaged in a8 fierce fight with thethee-

nensy.

te-

nons

thee-

nemy.

He-

nley

thee-

nemy.

He-

nleyenensy.enensyenemy.enemy. On the morning of 10 September , this battalion had a bridgehead

650 yards wide and 200 yards deep.deep. Little gain was made on that dayd8Jday-

because

da-

ybreaks

d8J-

because

day-

because

da-

ybreaksbecause of a swamp and enemyeneRene resistance.resistance. (75)75(75)-

The

75T-

he

(75)-

The

75T-

he

(75)-

The

75T-

he

( )

The boats meanwhile had continued to make 2 runs per night to thethe-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

forward

th-

eocratforward beachesbeachest, including a new beach on the recently acquired west bankbank-

of

ban-

k
bank-

of

ban-

k
bank-

of

ban-

kof the BUSU.BUSUBUS. One of these missions , consisting of 6 LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s and 4 LCMsLCMaLCM ,

were subjected to a few air-burstairburst- shells , but incurred no damagedamage.*.+ (76)76( )

11 September brought a severe rain and windstorm , and it wasW86 deemeddeeme-

dthat

dee-
med

deemed-

tha.t

dee-
med

deeme-

dthat

dee-
medthattha.t. seassea.s. were too rough for the boats to operate.operate. In fact , some craft ,

including 6 LCMsLCM in the anchorageanchorage.,. were tossed up on shore by the heavyheavheaveheavy-

seap

heav-

yset

heav-

sea

hea-

ve

heavy-

seas

heav-

ysetseapseaseassap wherewhArehAre they were subjected to a terrific pounding from the surf.surf. MostMost-

of

Mo-

st

Most-

of

Mo-

st

Most-

of

Mo-

stof these craft were damaged beyond the capabilities of the available

(74)74( ) S ; (75)75( ) J , P.P. 41 ; (76)76( ) S.S.
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J'JitJ'itJitJ'-

In

J-

In

Ji-

m

it
'

,. . . . . . .In theth &eeme.nmen&!IIe.nt1seIIent1se:....ntiaetimeuntie , it1 t hadhaddevEflopehad-developedhaddeveloped- developed-devEflopedevEflope that ifIt the Australianus"rusruser", l1u advanceadftDce'adftDceadvance.aftadvance-

was

advan-

ce
adftDce'0'adftDce0'. .* --0'0'0-- '

was to continueC'Ontinue' rapidlyrapidlrrapider: , the forward infantry1ntantI7 would have to be suppliedsupplied-

by

supplied-

by'

suppli-
edbyby'' boat.boat. (70)70( ) On the night of 6 Sept a convoy ofot 5S.S. LClfeLCII8LocaleLCYWaidCyanideandaDd 6 LCVPsLCVPCPLCVPs-

delivered

( ) ss-

delivered

d-

elivered
. , -

delivered rations , ammunition , and trucks to APOAPeALPO and SINGAUA.SINGAUASIHGAUA.SIHGAUASINGULARSHIGA. At SIJNGAUASIlfGAUASINGAUASINGULARSulfaSIJNGAU-

Athe

SIlfGAU-

Athe

SINGAU-

Athe

Infatu-

atethe boats wore guided into the beach by flashlight on shore.shore. During thethe-

unloading

he-

nnaing
the-

unlos.ding

the-

unloading

he-

nnaingunloadingunlos.dingunlosdingunloosing. , the mission leader was informed that theythe,. were within 300.300. yardslardsyards-

of

lards-

of

yar-
ds

lar-
dsof the Japanese.Japanese. However , all craft were quicklyquickl1 unloaded and returned toto-

RED

to-

ED

to-

RED

to-

ED

to-

RED

to-

EDRED BEACH without incident.incident. (71)71(71)-

On

71-

On

( )

On the night of 7 Sept 6 LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s and 6 LCMsLCM loaded with supplies made

2 round trips to a new beach called "G"GnGnAnn" " BEACH just west ofor the BUREPBURP BIVER.BIVERIUVER.IUVERRIVER.RIVERBIERDIVERBIVER.-

On

IUVER.-

On

RIVER.-

On

Inversi-

on

Diversi-

on

Riv-
er

: .

On the second trip , the cargo included two pieces of artillery,
( " 25 pounders"poundersponders" ) .

This mission did not arrive at "G"G" " BEACH until afteratterLatter daylight.daylight. However , inin-

full

in-

fill

in-

full

in-

fill

in-

full

in-

fillfull view of the enemy and wellw ll within artillery , mortar , andend machine gungun-

range

unt-

angle

gun-

range

unt-

angle

gun-

range

unt-

anglerange , the craft were unloaded and retracted without being firedtired upon.upon. (72)72(72-

)It

72-

It

(72-

)It

72-

It

(72-

)It

72-

It

( )

It is appropriate to inform the reader that although these forwardforward-

boat

forw-
ard

forward-

boat

forw-
ard

forward-

boat

forw-
ardboat missions might seemReemRem to be rather simple , actuallyactuaactual they were extremelyextremely-

hazardous

extre-
mely

extremely-

hazardous.

extre-
mely

extremely-

hazardous

extre-
melyhazardoushazardous.*. These boats were running through coral-infestedcoralinfested- waters andand-

landing

man-

handling

and-

landing

man-

handling

and-

landing

man-

handlinglanding on tiny pin-pointpinpoint- stretches of beach in total darkness.darkness. PrecisePrecise-

navigation

Reinv-

estigation

Precise-

navigation

Reinv-

estigation

Precise-

navigation

Reinv-

estigationnavigation from old and unreliable charts was requiredrequire , and there waswas-

always

cas-

taways

was-

ulways

wa-

ylays

was-

always

cas-

tawaysalwaysulways the danger of missing the beach and landing behind the enemy frontfront-

lines.

fron-

tline

front-

lines.

fron-

tline

front-

lines.

fron-

tlinelines.lines. To assist navigators in finding the right beach , an amphibianamphibian-

scout

amphib-

iansscout detachment with the leading infantry1nfant battalion would erect a hoodedhooded-

blue

hoo-
ded

hooded-

blue

hoo-
ded

hooded-

blue

hoo-
dedblue light in the center of the beach.beach. Upon seeing the blue light , thethe-

mission

th-

eists
the-

mission

th-

eists
the-

mission

th-

eistsmission navigator would exchange the prescribed Allied ship-to-shoreshiptoshoreshiptoshorer-

ecognition

sh1p-tosh1ptoshiptoshorer-

ecogn

- -- shoreshore-

recogn

sho-

rterrecognitionrecognrecon; tionion signals with the scouts.scouts. When satisfied , the navigator wouldwould-

proceed

sound-

proofed

would-

proceed

sound-

proofed

would-

proceed

sound-

proofedproceed into the beach.beach. After beaching , he would signal the loaded boatsboats-

in

boasti-

ngin to the beach one at a time.time. (73)73(73)-

Despite

73-

Despite

(73)-

Despite

73-

Despite

(73)-

Despite

73-

Despite

( )

Despite the above precautions , a mission of 6 LCVPs( ) and 5 LCMsLCMaLCM

(70)70( ) Personal knowledge ; (71)71( ) (72)72( ) S ; (73)73(7.3)7.3( . ) Personal knowledge.knowledge.
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I 1I1n-

avigator

In-

kv1gatornavigatornkv1gator, and a partypartJpart of amphibian scouts were dispatched in1n 1 LCVPCP( )

to conduct thetbetube reconnaissancereconnaissance.,. EnrouteEarouteReroute to SINGAUASIHGAUASINGULARSHIGA , the partyputT stoppedstopped-

at

stopp-

edat APOALPO FISHING VILLAGE wherewhe-rewherewhen- theytheY'' learned that the front line had notDotnot-

reached

out-

reached

Dot-

reached

Out-

reached

not-

reached

out-

reachedreached SINGAUASINGULAR and were advised notDot to attempt to reconnoiter west of-

the

of-

ten

oforof-

the

of-

ten

or-

the

N-

orththe BUIEMBUlENBUENA RIVER.RIVER., A hasty surveysurversurer was made ofor a beach just east ofor thetheB-

UIEM

ter-

bium

the-

BUlEY

He-

nley

theB-

UIEM

ter-

biumBUIEMBUlEYBUENABurley and the party returned to APOALPO , arriving there at about 2100.2100. A-

tthis

Ma-

tthias

AtA-

tthis

Ma-

tthias

A-

tthis

Ma-

tthiasthis point an officerorficer of the 26th Brigade asked Lt.Lt. CliftLift to taketake'taketake'atakeatake'-

message

take-

message

stal-

eness

'

aa-

message

m-

essage

a-

message

m-

essagemessage to RED BEACH that the 26th Brigade was low on rations andand-

requested

ad-

equate

and-

requested

ad-

equate

and-

requested

ad-

equaterequested 1 LCMLOMLOMB load be dispatcheddispatclled to APOALPO FISHING VILLAGE as soon asas-

possible.

a-

pposite

as-

possible.

a-

pposite

as-

possible.

a-

ppositepossible.possible. Lt.Lt. CliftLift agreedagree to do this and , leaving the amphibian scoutsscouts-

to

scou-

tsto set up range lights for the LCMLeYLCDLevy[ , returned to RED BEACH.BEACH. (67)67(67)-

Upon

67U-

pon

((67)-

Upon

67U-

pon

(67)-

Upon

67U-

pon

)

Upon arrival at RED BEACH , Lt.Lt. CliftLift reported to Col.ColCool. BrockettBrocket and-

informed

ant-

inomies

andand-

informed

ant-

inomies

and-

informed

ant-

inomiesinformed him of the 26th Brigade1sBrigsde'sBrigsdesBrigade'sBrigades' request.request. A conference was heldheld'held'withheldwitheldritchheld'with-

the

heldwith-

the

wheelwri-

ght

' withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held and Quartermaster-GeneralQuartermasterGeneral- ) andan-

dit

ban-

dit

an-

dit

ban-

dit

an-

dit

ban-

dit

Adjutantthe Division AA & QMGMG (Assistant

it was decided to dispatch 1 LCMLCYLUCY and 2 LCVPsLCVPCP( ) s with rations and ammunitionammunition-

to

ammuniti-

on miBsionmission back to APOALPO where the craft was unloadedunloaded-

and

unload-

ed

to APO.APOALPO. Lt.Lt. CliftLift led this

in his LCVPCP( ) to SINGAUASIHGAUASINGULARSHIGASINGAU-

Awhere

SIHGAU-

Awhere

SINGAU-

Awhere

and sent back to RED BEACH.BEACH. Lt.Lt. CliftLift proceeded

. Here he learnedlearned-

that

learn-

ed

learned-

that

learn-

ed

learned-

that

learn-

ed
where he beached the craft and contacted the infantry.infantry

that the infantry was engaging the enemy at thattha.t. point and was again-

advised

gran-

diose

againagain-

advised

gran-

diose

again-

advised

gran-

dioseadvised not to conduct a beach survey at that particular time.time. AccordinglyAccording ,

but with the knowledge that landing craftcraft-

could

cera-

toid

craft-

could

cera-

toid

craft-

could

cera-

toid

Lt.Lt. CliftLift returned to RED BEACH

could beach at SINGAUA.SINGAUASINGULAR. This took place at dawn ofor 6 Sept.Sept. (68)68(68)-

The

68T-

he

(68)-

The

68T-

he

((68)-

The

68T-

he

)

The arrival of the 24th Brigade at RED BEACH enabled the 9th DivisionDivision-

to

Divisi-

on front.front. The 24th Brigade was to movemov-

ealong

ove-

rlong

mov-

ealong

ove-

rlong

mov-

ealong

ove-

rlong

to advance on LAELEA on a two-brigadetwobrigade-

to move about 5S miles inlandinland-

and

inla-

nd

inland-

and

inla-

nd

inland-

and

inla-

nd

wasalong the coast , while the 26th Brigade

of the 2 Brigades took place atat-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

the

at-

the

ba-

the

and the drive towards LAE.LAELEA. Positioning

drive towardtoward-

the

towa-

rd

toward-

the

towa-

rd

toward-

the

towa-

rd

commenced a two-prongedtwopronged-
the BUREPBURP RIVER and from here they

the fast-flowingfastflowing- BUSUBUS RIVER.RIVER. (69)69( )

(67)6767)( ) (68)68( 68 ) SjS ; (69)6969)( ) J , p.pp . 40.4040 .
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I I.IG-

roup

G-

roup

.

Group had been picked out and orders issued for all unitsurd.urdKurd.ts to completecQmpletecomplete-

the

cQmplete-

the

compl-

etethe movementmovementjymovement\jyjyby'by\ ' nightfall.nightfall. At 153015.30. the JapaneseJapmeseJames again struck RED BEACHBEAC-

Hwith

Bea-

ch
. . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . ... .... . . . .. . . . . . . . N... . . ' . . . . .. . .. .... . . . ' . "

.

.. . .. . . 1. ON.. . v.vV V.. . .W-.W,..WM... .- . .. M.. A'A... .' . . _. .. .4.4.4. . .'. . _. . . . .. . .. /rr./ . . .. " .0.0.0 /M/ArMAr./-/ .- 4.4' A.V-A.VA.-

Vwith

D-

avit
'- .- ' .'

with the most severe bombing and strafing attack ofor the campaign-

.Miraculously

campaign.campaigncampaign-

.Miraculously

campaign-

.Miraculously

.

Miraculously , however , damage andend casualties were "elativelyelatively.elativelyrelatively"...

. lightlight.*. A-

moderate

M-

oderate

AA-

moderate

M-

oderate

A-

moderate

M-

oderatemoderate amount of supplies , equipment , and vehicles were destroyed.destroyed.

(63)63( ) The 532d casualties amounted to 4 killed and 37 wounded.wounded. (64)64(64)-

Four

64F-

our

(64)-

Four

64F-

our

((64)-

Four

64F-

our

)

Four Japanese planes were shot down , one by a 532d gunner with a .3030. cal-

machine

Ca-

macho

calcal-

machine

Ca-

macho

cal-

machine

Ca-

machomachine gun mounted on an LCVPCP( ) which was enroutereroute to YELLOW BEAC-

H.Following

BEACH.BEACHBEAC-

H.Following

BEAC-

H.Following

.

Following the attack , all units moved to new areas and Shore-

Battalion

ShoreShore-

Battalion

Shore-

BattalionBattalion personnel quickly effected repairs to damaged beach installationsinstallations.installations.-

See

installatio-

ns

*.

( See Map 55)55)-

This

5-

This

5)-

This

5-

This

)

This was the last serious attack the enemyeneYD1 launched against RED BEACH ,

although his night harassing tactics continued throughout the duration ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe operation.operationoperatioperaticl.l. These nightlynight raids caused but little damage and succeeded-

only

succee-

ded

succeededsucceeded-

only

succee-

ded

succeeded-

only

succee-

dedonly in keeping personnel awake.-

The

awa-

ke

awake.awakeawake.-

The

awa-

ke

awake.-

The

awa-

ke

.

The night following the movement of units into their new areas was a-

hectic

h-

ectic

aa-

hectic

h-

ectic

a-

hectic

h-

ectichectic one.one. ShortlyShort after dark , rifle fire broke out within the beachheadbeachhead-

area

beachh-

eadarea and continuedoontinued throughout the night.night. All personnel believed that thethe-

Japanese

ch-

eapness

the-

Japanese

ch-

eapness

the-

Japanese

ch-

eapnessJapanese had infiltrated inside the perimeter.perimeter. However , at dawn no enemyenemy-

were

ene-

my

enemy-

were

ene-

my

eDecedeeDe-

were

pee-

weewere found , but one soldier in Co "F"F"1"1" had been killed.killedkilled.65)killed65. v6f\65)65)65\% 65)-

SUPPORT

65S-

UPPORT

65)-

SUPPORT

65S-

UPPORT

> )

SUPPORT OFOIe'OIe' THE AUSTRALIAN ADVANCEADVANCE-

On

Advan-

ceOn the afternoon ofot D-dayDday- plus 1 division headquarters notified thethe-

CO

the-

O

the-

CO

the-

O

the-

CO

the-

OCO of the 532d Group that overland supply ofot the forward troops was goinggoing-

to

goin-

gto be extremely difficult if not impossible.impossible. Therefore , supply of thethe-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

forward

th-

eocratforward troops by boat was contemplated and the 532d5.32d. should conductconduct-

reconnaissance

conduct-

reconnaissance

conduct-

reconnaissancereconnaissance in the vicinity of SINGAUASINGULAR PLANTATION for possible landinglanding-

sites.

landi-

ngs

landing-

sites.

landi-

ngs

landing-

sites.

landi-

ngssites.sites. (66)66( ) ( See Map 6)6) Accordingly , Lt.Lt. CliftLift , who was a qualified

(63)63( ) E&re-witnessjE&reErewitnessjEye-witnessEyewitness& - ; (64)64( ) X ; (65)65( ) Personal knowledge ; (66)66( ) PersonalPersonalk-
nowledge.

Pers-
onal

Personalk-
nowledge.

Pers-
onal

Personalk-
nowledge.

Pers-
onalknowledge.knowledge.
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II-

hit

Ic-

hnite

II-

hi

I-

ihithtthttphi t andandwaspandaswas'was-was'- setsetfire.satireafire.afiredire.dire-fire.fire.fire&- . AtA't'At'
' tne'tnetine' time ofot the attack the regimentalregimentalc-

ommunications

regimentalc-

ommunications

regimentalc-

ommunicationscommunications officer was aboard the vessel salvaging parts to repairrepair-

the

repar-

teethe SCR-188.SCR188.SCR188.BCR-l8a.BCRl8a.BCRl8a.l8aSRBR- . He was not injured , but obtained the parts and effectedeffected-

the

effect-

ed
". . ". ', " ' ' ' ' ' ' '. ' . . . " ',

. " . . . . . ._ . . . . . . . . . . . . -.. . . . . . _ _ , . . . " . . . . . . . . . . ''thththe 'necnecnecknecessarynecessaryiy repairsrepairs' later Inht'ht!n'nn'tJi'e'ntJieuntietheday.thedayheydaytJi'e'tJiethetie'day(56)day56iaYaY ::;. (56)56(56)-

During

56-

During

( )
"

During the afternoon , plans were made fortortore the arrival of LandingLanding-

Group

Land-

ing
Landing-

Group

Land-

ing
Landing-

Group

Land-

ingGroup Three , comprised principally of the 24th21.th21th, . AustFaust InfInfo Brigade.Brigade. (57)57(57)-

This

57-

This

(57)-

This

57-

This

(57)-

This

57-

This

( )

This echelon was scheduled to arrive at RED BEACH at 0015 6 SeptemberSeptember-

in

Septemb-

erin 18 LCIsCPIs and 6 LSTs.LSTsLasts. (58)58(58)-

Range

58R-

ange

(58)-

Range

58R-

ange

(58)-

Range

58R-

ange

( )

Range lights were erected at 2AOO2400 and the first wave of 6 LCIsLCICPIsLOCILCIs-

beached

Lib-

erated

LCIs-

beached

Lib-

erated

ss-

beached

b-

eachedbeached about 0030.0030. This was followed by 2 more waves of LCIsLClsCPIsLocals at aboutabout-

15minute

about-

15minute

about-

15minute15-minute15minute- intervals.intervals. PersonnelPersollilelPersonalize from these craft were met by guides whowho-

were

sho-

wered

who-

were

sho-

wered

who-

were

sho-

weredwere to lead them off the beach.beach. The 6 LCTsCRTs beached about 0130.0130. (59)59(59)-

These

59T-

hese

(59)-

These

59T-

hese

(59)-

These

59T-

hese

( )

These craft carried personnel , vehicles , and 84 tons of bulk suppliessuppliese-

ach.

suppl-

ieseach.each. (60)60( ) Shore BattalionBatta."Lion.
" personnel augmented the Australian unloadingunloadin-

gdetails

unloa-
ding

unloadin-

gdetails

unloa-
ding

unloadin-

gdetails

unloa-
dingdetails but discharging was hampered byqy the fact that the operation waswas-

being

wea-

seling

was-

being

wea-

seling

was-

being

wea-

selingbeing conducted under blackout.blackout. Then too , there was a stoppage of workwork-

while

wort-

hwhile

work-

while

wort-

hwhile

work-

while

wort-

hwhilewhile a single Japanese aircraft dropped four bombs in the beachhead ,

none* one of which caused any damage.damage. However , all ships were unloaded andand-

retracted

un-

derrated

and-

retracted

un-

derrated

and-

retracted

un-

derratedretracted prior to daylight.daylightd 11ght.11ght. (61)61( ) Total personnel debarked was 3,80038003,800-

and

3800-

and

,

and total bulk suppliessupplieD placed in dumps was 504.504 . tons.tons. (62)62(62)-

The

62T-

he

(62)-

The

62T-

he

(62)-

The

62T-

he

( )

The morning of D-dayDdayD--day--- plus 2 (66( Sept ) foundoundSound the beachhead so congestedcongested-

with

conges-

tedwith troops , Australian and American , that General WootenWoolen issued ordersorders-

to

orde-
rsto spread out.out. All 532d Group units were concentrated in the center andand-

eastern

an-

teater

and-

eastern

an-

teater

and-

eastern

an-

teatereastern portion of the beach.beach. ( See Map 4)4) All solid ground in thethe-

vicinity

the-

vicinity

the-

vicinityvicinity of BUSOBUS No.No. 1 was occupied by Australian troops.troops. It waswas-

impossible

was-

impossible

was-

impossibleimpossible for the 532d Group to disperse until the Australians did andand-

they

Ant-

hony

and-

they

Ant-

hony

and-

they

Ant-

honythey did not commence moving until about noon.noon. This was just subsequentbsequentsequentsubsequent-

to

bsequent-

to

subseque-

nt

seque-
nt

6"6"'

to another bombing and strafing of the beach.beach. New areas fortortore the 532dS.32dS32d.

(56)56( ) Eye-witnessEyewitnesse-witnessewitness- ; (57)57( ) Personal knowledge ; (58)58( ) IY ; (59)59( ) Eye-witnessEyewitnessJ1e-witnessJ1e- ;
(60)60( ) TY ; (61)61( ) Eye-witnessEyewitness- ; (62)62( ) T.TY.Y.
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IIa-

pproaching

A-

pproaching

I ,

approaching SINGAUASINGULAR PLANTATION and as yetyet''definitedeflni'definitedeli.' te contact withwi'th' the-

enemy

He-

nley

thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

thee-

neDl1enemyeneDl1 had not been effected.effected. Australian engineers had bridged the BUBO-

RIVER

BLU-

RRIER

BUSOBUBOBUSBUSO-

RIVER

OBSE-

RVERRIVERVERVERA and had hacked a road through the jungle and kunmlkunatkuk.atkukatKuhnunaptKuwait. grass from-

BtSO

fro-

nts
fromfrom-

BUSO

rho-

mbus

from-

BUSO

rho-

mbus

' . ' . . ' . .

BUSOBtSOBUSBetts NNo.No. 1
tc
to

;
ALUKI.ALUKISALUKIL

,
UKI.UKIUI_

K . (52)52(

"

5 )

"

This1 e roadroad hlhadd been plannedplanes'planespiiumopium d '
iismth'iiiismthiibismuthisas the' mainrosinm 1n supplyilUpp4rilUpp4-

rroute

supply-

route

sup-
ply

supply-

route

sup-

plyroute to the forward troops.troops. (53)53(53)-

At

53-

At

( )

At RED BEACH , the Shore Battalion continued its efforts to improveimprove-

the

impro-

vethe beach installations.installations. The unloading of Landing Group Two during the-

previous

the-

reabouts

thethe-

previous

the-

reabouts

the-

previous

the-

reaboutsprevious night had left the beach cluttered with miscellaneous supplies.-

Vehicular

sup-
plies

suppliesosupplies.suppliessupplieso-

Vehicular

sup-
plies

supplies.-

Vehicular

sup-
plies

.

Vehicular traffic over the road to BUSOBUS No.No. 1 had rendered it almostalmost-

impassable.

almost-

impassable.

almost-

impassable.impassable.impassable . Lack of maintenance on the beach roadway had resulted in-

the

in-

ter

inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe wire-meshwiremesh- matting becoming a hindrancehindrhinder ncenice rather than a help to traffic.-

Accordingly

traffic.traffictraffic.-

Accordingly

traffic.-

Accordingly

.

Accordingly , details were assigned to place all supplies in dumps and to-

proceed

to-

rched

toto-

proceed

to-

rched

to-

proceed

to-

rchedproceed with the continuous task of segregation and checking contents ofotofs-

umps.

po-

ssums

ots-

umps.

po-

ssums

ofs-

umps.

po-

ssumssumps.sumps. "F"F"F.F"F" :. " Company went back to work on the road and nFB"FitFit"F"FnB" " Company removedremoved-

the

remov-

edthe beach roadway completely.completely ._ (54)54(54)-

A

54-

A

( )

A reconnaissance detail from the Boat Detachment surveyed an unun-

sheltered

un-unun-

sheltered

un-

sheltered

¬-

sheltered indentationinrlentation in the coastline west of RED BEACH and recommendedrecommended-

to

recommend-

edto the group commander that it be utilized as an anchorage.anchorage. This recommenrecommen-recommendrecomme-

ndation

recomme-

ndation

recomme-

ndation

¬-

dationDalton was approved and the detachment moved in.in. A1.1. wire line was laid from-

the

frot-

hed

fromtromtrompfrom-

the

frot-

hed

trom-

the

tro-

ththe main switchboard to the detachment CP.CP. This eliminated the necessityneoessitynecessity-

for

neoessity-

for

necessi-

tyfor a constant radio watch.watch. The only boat missions for the dayd were a few-

trips

fe-

tish

fewtewstewfew-

trips

fe-

tish

tew-

trips

te-

trastrips for the shifting off personnelp rsonnelsonnet and the hauling ofoff rations to YELLOWYELLOW-

BEACH.

YELLO-

WED

YELLOW-

BEACH.

YELLO-

WED

YELLOW-

BEACH.

YELLO-

WEDBEACH.BEACH. (55)-

At

55-

At

(55)55(55)-

At

55-

At

( )

At 1315 , the enemy again bombed and strafed RED BEACH , but causedcause-

dlittle

causa-

lities

cause-

dlittle

causa-

lities

cause-

dlittle

causa-

litieslittle damage and but few casualties.casualties. The principal loss1088 to the Group-

from

Gro-

up
GroupGroup-

from

Gro-

up
Group-

from

Gro-

upfrom this attack occurred in the Boat Detachment , which lost oneODe LCS-

damaged

LCSLOSCSLCS-

damaged

LOS-

damageddamaged beyond repair , 1 crewmancrewmen killed and 4 wounded.wounded. The maintenancemaintenance-

and

maintenan-

ceand salvage boat alsoso was damaged and several of the crew were slightlyslightlyw-

ounded.

slig-
htly

sllghslightsllgh-

wounded

slightlyw-

ounded.

slig-
htlywounded.wounded._ One of the damaged LCIsLCICPIsLOCIs was again the victim ofot a direct bomb

knowledgeknowledgej (54)54( ) Ere-witnessErewitnessEye-witnessEyeI e-witnessewitness- ; (55)55( ) Personalk-

nowledge.
Pers-

onal
PersonalPersonalk-

nowledge.
Pers-

onal
Personalk-

nowledge.
Pers-

onal
(52)52( ) J , p.p. 33 ; (53)53( ) Personal ;

knowledge.knowledge.
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- .

quickly repaired , but the destructiondestruotion'destruotion
'

ofot thetbetube 2 dumps brought to lightli'ghtlight-

an

light-

en

' ,

an unhealthyealth1 situation.situation. This was the facttact that in manyIII8D1 places ammunitionammunition-

and

ammuniti-

onand gasoline dumps were side by side in close proximity.proximity. Orders werewere-

then

eart-

hen
. .II. .II. . /II./ . r.r". h.h... . .. .. +-. . . . . .LM\.q..LM.q.... . ...,\. .. .. . . . . . . .r.r. . . . r. . . . . . . .rr. . . . . '. i' .v.v-. . . ' ". . ". ". . .. ,. . . . . .". . . . i.

. . . . . M.M... . . . . . . . . I.I... r.ri.rriri. , . . . . .

then issued to correct this.this. Work was instituted at once and byby'' darkdark-

gasoline

Sar-

gasso
dark-

gasoline

Sar-

gasso
dark-

gasoline

Sar-

gassogasoline and ammunition dumps were separated bybf at least 100 yards.yards. TheThe-

CO

The-

O

The-

CO

The-

O

The-

CO

Th-

eOCO ofor the 532d Group further ordered that all personnel would constructconatractcontractconstruc-

tslit

constru-

cts

construc-

tslit

constru-

cts

conatrac-

tslit

contracti-

lityslit trenches in their bivouac areas prior to nightfall.nightfall. (47)47( ) A finalfinals-

ummary

fin-

als
finals-

ummary

fin-

als
finals-

ummary

fin-

alssummary of the damage caused bybf this attack showed that besides thethe-

ammunition

the-

ammunition

the-

ammunitionammunition and gasoline dumps , over 1,6001600, rations and 84 tons ofof-

miscellaneous

of-

m1.scellaneous

of-

m1scellaneous

of-

miscellaneousmiscellaneousm1.scellaneousm1scellaneous. supplies were destroyed.destroyed. 532d Group losses were 1 killedkilled-

and

kill-
ed

killed-

and

kill-
ed

killed-

and

kill-
edand 12 wounded and 5$ vehicles damaged beyond repair.repair. In addition , thethe-

SCR188

the-

SCRlSS

te-

arless

the-

SCR188SCR-188SCR188SCR-lSSlSSSRlass- and a switchboardtchboardchordsri were severely damaged.damaged. (48)-

The

48T-

he

(48)48(48)-

The

48T-

he

(48)-

The

48T-

he

( )

The SCR-188SCR188SCR-18S18SSR- was the BEDRED BEACH link in the 2d ESBEMS command net , butbut-

an

buta-

ne

but-

an

buta-

ne

but-

an

buta-

nean SCR-193SCR193SCR-l93l93SR- had been brought to REDBED BEACH for just such a contingency , andand-

contact

a-
ncon

and-

contact

a-
ncon

and-

contact

a-
nconcontact with Regimental Headquarters at MOROBEMONROE was quickly reestablished.reestablishedreestablished.-

The

reestablish-

ed

.

The loss of the switchboard did not affect the wire net in the beachheadbeachhead-

as

beachhea-

dsas a spare switchboard was quickly substituted.substituted. (49)-

Landing

49L-

anding

(49)49(49)-

Landing

49L-

anding

(49)-

Landing

49L-

anding

( )

Landing Group Two , consisting of additional miscellaneous 9th9th-

Division

9th-

Division

9th-

DivisionDivision troops , was scheduledcheduled to arrive at 0130 on 5 September in 6 LSTs.LSTsLastsLSTST e.e.

(50)50( ) However , on the afternoon of 4 September , this convoy had beenbeen-

attacked

been-

a

bee-

n

been-

attackedattackedtackedat by enemy aircraft andend 2 LSTewereElsewhereLS'UsLSUsLST8Luis' were damaged so severely as to bebe-

unable

be-

ndable

be-

unable

be-

ndable

be-

unable

be-

ndableunable to continue to RED BEACH.BEACH. The remaining 4 LbTswereLobsterLSTsLastsL Ts were about one hourhou-

rlate

ovu-

late

hou-

rlate

ovu-

late

hou-

rlate

ovu-

latelate Intn arriving at RED BEACH , but all were unloaded and retracted beforebefore-

daylight.

before-

daylight.

before-

daylight.daylight.daylight. Enemy aircraft were over the beachhead constantly during thethe-

night.

he-

ight

the-

night.

he-

ight

the-

night.

he-

ightnight.night. A few bombs were droppeddropped.,. but no damage was causedcaused.*. CasualtiesCasualties-

sustained

Casu-
alties

Casualties-

sustained

Casu-
alties

Casualties-

sustained

Casu-
altiessustained on D-dayDday- were evacuated on the

919-

1CONSOLIDATION

,.
LSTs.LSTsLSTa.LSTaLastsLisa. (51)51(51)C-

ONSOLIDATION

51C-

ONSOLIDATION

( )

CONSOLIDATIONONSOLIDATION OF THE BEACHBEAC-

HThe

Beach-

head

BEACH-

The

Beach-

head

BEACH-

The

Beach-

head found advance elements of the 9th Division
The morning of 5 September

(47)47( ) 3ye-witness3yewitnessEye-witnessEyeFye-witnessFyeFaye- ; (48)48( AS ) TTj; (49)49( ) Eye-witnessEyewitnessEye.Eye-. witness ; (50)50( ) WWi; (51)51( ) PersonalPersonalk-

nowledge.
Pers-

onal
Personalk-

nowledge.
Pers-

onalknowledge.knowledge .

1616'fi-

quickly

q-

uickly

i/iY7'ff' /7 ii-

quickly

q-

uickly



.I,11, tJtel-

ement.

el-

ement. . . - . . . . . ... . . . . ., .
'" "elemelemelemi"'element.elementleDilei ht.ht. SuspiciousSUSuspiSuspirei"idi"

:iOU8ouemoue areasar as".ere'aseresere" were.. ' firadfired.firedtt'lrttlrtattler' d.'on"don:on " * byb1bythebytethe'the-the.- ' four .5050. caloalcoal guns oforof-

the

of-

ten

or-

the

N-

orth

of-

the

of-

tenthe L'GScLGScUa88L'G88LG88Lags' and by means ofot the radio the advancingadvrmcing infantryinfantry' ' were kept advisedadvised-

as

advis-

edas to what lay ahead ofot them.them. One LCSLC5CS was in support of the infantryinfantry-

at

infantr-
y " , . ,. . . . t't' , . . . " . . _ .. , ... . . .. . . . " . . . . . . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . " . . " . . . . . , . .. . . . . .. .. " . . . ' . " , . . , .

at YELLOW BEACH and one supported the infantry moving west of RED BEACH.BEACHBEAC-

H.This

Bea-

ch
BEAC-

H.This

Bea-

ch
BEAC-

H.This

Bea-

ch
.

This procedure greatly facilitated the initial movement from the beachhead.beachheadbeachhead.-

The

beachhe-

ad

.

The remainder of the boat detachment assembled off the flanksfl l1ks ofof-

RED

fR-

ED

of-

RED

fR-

ED

of-

RED

fR-

EDRED BEACH and awaited orders.ordersorders.-

The

orde-

rs
orders.-

The

orde-

rs
orders.-

The

orde-

rs
.

The amphibious scouts , after the landing of the boat control section ,

had conducted extensive reconnaissance in the'the' hope of locating a shelteredsheltereda-

nchorage

shelt-
ered

sheltereda-

nchora.ge

shelt-
ered

sheltereda-

nchorage

shelt-
eredanchorageanchora.ge. for the boat detachment.detachment. No such anchorage could be found andand-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

emthe factf6.ctf6ct. was reported to the 532d Group CO.CO. The order was then issuedissued-

that

issu-

ed
issued-

that

issu-

ed
issued-

that

issu-

edthat the boats would anchor for the night off the west flank of RED BEACH.BEACH.

(45)45( )

Shortly afteraftarafar 1330 , the Naval Task Force assembled and departed ; thatthat-

is

tha-

is

that-

is

tha-

is

that-

is

tha-

isis ,, all except the 2 damaged LCIsCPIs which were left on the beach in thethe-

precise

oth-

erwise

the-

precise

oth-

erwise

the-

precise

oth-

erwiseprecise position they were in at 0700 that morning.morning. The Shore BattalionBattalion-

was

Battali-
onwas engaged in general beachhead improvement and in preparation for thethe-

arrival

the-

atrical

the-

arrival

the-

atrical

the-

arrival

the-

atricalarrival of Landing Group Two.Two. At about 1400 word was received at thethe-

V
th-

e
the-

r

ethe-

r

the-

beach

Th-

ebes
V, tt-

V'

t-

Vr/rV'V/rbeachbreach' beach that all D-dayDday- objectives had been taken with little opposition.opposition. (46)46(46)-

Units

46-

Units

(46)-

Units

46-

Units

( )
.--

Units were just beginning to get themselves sorted out when thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy air force made another appearance at 1530150; and gave the beachhead aa-

severe

s-

evere

a-

severe

s-

evere

a-

severe

s-

everesevere bombing and strafing.strafing. This and subsequent aerial attacks werewere-

always

were-

always

were-

alwaysalways received without any warning other than the commencementcommenoement of firingfiring-

by

firin-
gby the Australian 40-mm40mm- AA guns.gunss.s. There wasJV8s no radar warningwarning.warning.at

.

at RED BEACH.BEACHBEAC-

H.Despite

BEAC-

H.Despite

.
.

Despite the fact that personnel had little opportunityopportuniopportune to disperse andand-

take

man-

drake

and-

take

man-

drake

and-

take

man-

draketake cover , surprisingly few casualties were sustained.sustained. However , anan-

ammunition

ta-

ntamount

an-

ammunition

ta-

ntamount

an-

ammunition

ta-

ntamountammunition dump and a gasoline dump were destroyed , and the completedcompleted-

road

comple-

tedroad to BUSOBUS No.No. 1 was cratered in several places.places. The road damage was

(45)45( ) Personal knowledge ; (46)46( ) Eye-witness.Eyewitness.Efe-witness.EfewitnessEiffelEfewitness.-

1S

Efewitness-

1S

- .

151S

Wfet/btbWifeu/



. sIse-

arly

e-

arly

Ir-

ly

Gi-

rlyearlyrlyrely afternoon&ftemoonftemoontenon& that the beach was reasonable freetree ofot vehicle congestion.congestion.

(42)42( )

.

. The last wavewaveofwaveof.of-of.- '
, .thethe.t.netnetine. .be assault.assaultassaol'tassaolt. ' 'echelon'echel6hechel6h' h l n consisted.c'onsi8ted.consi8tedconsi8tedabnsiitedabscised'

ofof'7of7
'

7 LCTsLCTCRTsCT , 'e'e' each' lchlich loadedloaded-

with

load-

ed
loaded-

with

load-

ed
loaded-

with

load-

edwith 120 tonstOM of bulk supplies.supplies. Although scheduled to beach at 0820 ,

because of thethathan congestion'congestion' described above , they were not beachedbeachAd untiluntil-

about

un-

til
until-

about

un-

til
until-

about

un-

tilabout 1030.1030. Australianustralian/ unloading parties under thethftheft! generalgenera] . supervisionsupervision-

of

supervisio-

nof Shore Battalion officers were responsible for unloadingunloadil1@@ thesetheeotheo craft.craftcraft.-

Due

cra-

ft
craft.-

Due

cra-

ft
craft.-

Due

cra-

ft
.

Due to lack of properpropE'r' organization , the unloading sooneooneon bogged down.down. ShoreShor-

eBattalion

Shor-

eBattalion

Shor-

eBattalionBattalion personnel were promptly thrownthrCtWnthrcarnTehran in to augment the unloadingunloadin-

gdetails

unloa-
ding

unloadin-

gdetails

unloa-
ding

unloadin-

gdetails

unloa-
dingdetails and the craft were finally completely dischargeddiechargdischarged and able toto-

retract

t-

orero
to-

retract

t-

orero
to-

retract

t-

oreroretract at 13301.330.1330.1.330-

.With

1330-

With

1330-

.With

1330-

With

. ,.

With all ships and craft of the LandingLa.'ldingLaldingLadling.' Group One completely unloadedun.loadp.dunloadpd. . ,

the Shore BattalionnattMatt lion turned itsitaKita attentionattendattMatt ntjonAntonon to completing construction ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe beach exit road , general improvement of the dumps and the beach , andan-

dpreparation

un-

derreporting

an-

dpreparation

un-

derreporting

an-

dpreparation

un-

derreportingpreparation for the landing that night of Landing Group TwoTwo.Two*. (43)43(43)-

In

43I-

n
( )

In the meantimerteantimteatimeme: anti me I, the Regimental Medical Detachment and the attachedtachadachedattached-

medical

attac-
hed

atattached-

medical

attac-
hed

tachad-

medical

acade-

micalsmedical company had landedland d in the 9th , 10th , and llthlith11thliltlithe waves ; established

2 aid stations and a hospital ; andam began handling casualties immediately.immediatelyimmediately.-

Most

immediat-

ely
.

Most of the casualties treated were from the 2 LCIsLeIsCPIsLCIswhichwhich-which- were bombedbombe-

dduring

bom-

bed
bombe-

dduri

bom-

bed

bombe-

dduring

bom-

bedduringduriuri the landing , and numbered about 75 in all.allall.4)all4. /4)4)4(44)44(44)-

The

44T-

he

(44)-

The

44T-

he

( /*4)-

The

4-

The

))

The Boat Battalion , after accomplishing its initial missionmdseionmodeling of landinglanding-

the

landi-
ngthe 532d5.32d. EBSRDEBS Group , reassembled itsitebite craft ( leesless the detachment of 2 LCSsleSsCass ,

10 LCMsLOMBLCM , andam 10 LCVPsl.CVPsLCVPCP. ( ) a to remain at.at., thet.betbetube. far shorefhorefore!! ) . .,at.AboutatAbout.a.t..About.a.t..about.catamount. . . . OSW-andOSWand09.30..and0930.and0930andOSOSWand-

proceeded

OW.OW. . -.andand-

proceeded

An-

dromeda

.

proceeded back to MOROBE.MOROBEMORON.MORON.MONROE. Of the detachment remaining , the 2 LCSs:00580058ICUCassLCS-

sinitially

:005-

8initially

005-

8initially

ICU-

initially

Inci-

dentally

:

initially were supporting the coastal movement of the assault infantryinfantry.infantry.-

Each

infan-
try

*.

Each had an Australian officer aboard with radio communicationscomaunications with thethe-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nantinfantry ashore.ashore., Thebe'! LCSsLeSsCass movedmovmove d parallel to and as close to the shore asas-

possible

a-

pposite

as-

possible

a-

pposite

as-

possible

a-

ppositepossible and kept station aboutabQltablate 1001.00. yards ahead of the leadingleadinspleadings infantryintantrrinstant
(42)42( ) (43)43( ) Eye-witnessEyewitnessEye..itr1eeBjEye.itr1eeBjEyeitr1eeBj-;-.... ; (44)44( ) X.X.
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. .

_ . . . , . , . . . . . . . . .- " .

leylevy181'ing181inglaying'ingKing the two-waytwoway- wire-meshwiremeshwire-aeshaeshash- laterallater beachlieactinexactlieactrlector-rr- roadroad.d.dd.ItE"dItEdie*. -ItE"ItE"ItEBite
-

"EnEn"E"E" " CoCoy, plus thethe-

engineer

te-

enier

the-

engineer

te-

enier

the-

engineer

te-

enierengineer platoon of Co "D"D"DD" " , began the constructionOD8tru lon ofr a beachbeabead
. exite t road-

from

board-

room

roadroad-

from

board-

room

. . . " . . . . . .

. . , . . . . . . '

from near the center ofot the beach to BUSOBUBOBUS NoNo.No.1.No1.No1No.1.-

Reconnaissance

No1R-

econnaissance

*. 1.11-

.Reconnaissance

1-

Reconnaissance

1-

.Reconnaissance

1-

Reconnaissance

.

Reconnaissance brought out the facttact that practically all the terrainterraini-

mmediately

terraini-

mmediately

terraini-

mmediatelyimmediately behind the beach was swampyswamW.swamWswampy.swam*. This had been anticipated andand-

accordingly

en-

deavoring

and-

accordingly

en-

deavoring

and-

accordingly

en-

deavoringaccordingly "D"D" " and "F"F" " CosCoos cleared bays for the dumping of suppliessupplies-

just

suppl-

ies

supplies-

just

suppl-

ies

supplies-

just

suppl-

iesjust behind the beach and under the outer fringe of the jungle.junglejungle.-

All

jung-

le

.

All tasks proceeded smoothly except the construction ofpf the beachbeach-

exit

beac-

hes

beaC-

hexit

beac-

hes

beach-

exit

beac-

hesexit road , which was considerably slower than had been anticipated.anticipatedanticipated.-

This

anticipated-

.Thi

anticipa-

ted

.

ThisThiThais was due primarily to the use of the road by Australian artilleryartillerya-

nd

artillerym-

anand AA units which had landed in the 4th wave.wave. This route had to bebe-

utilized

be-

stialized

be-

utilized

be-

stialized

be-

utilized

be-

stializedutilized because it was the only one that offered egress from the beachbeach-

proper.

beach-

comber

beach-

proper.

beach-

comber

beach-

proper.

beach-

comberproper.proper. (39)39(39)-

The

39T-

he

((39)-

The

39T-

he

(39)-

The

39T-

he

)

The 6 LSTsLasts beached at about 08150815.. (40)40( ) These ships were loaded-

with

load-

ed
loadedloaded-

with

load-

ed
loaded-

with

load-

edwith vehicles , artillery , AA (40-mm(4040mm( - ) , Australian Engineer equipment *,

endand a total of 504 tons of bulk supplies ,) and about 2,4002400, Australian-

personnel.

Austr-
alian

AustralianAustralian-

personnel.

Austr-
alian

Australian-

personnel.

Austr-
alianpersonnel.personnel. (41)41( ) Passengers of the vessels were responsible for unloadingunloading-

the

unloadi-

ngthe bulk supplies and placing them in the dumps.dumps. This wasWtLSWattles done by thethe-

"manhandling"

the-

manhandling

the-

"manhsndling"

the-

manhsndling

the-

"manhandling"

the-

manhandling"manhandling"manhandling"manhsndling"manhsndling" " method and the task was completed by 1030.103010.30.. . However , thethe-

vehicles

te-

sticles

the-

vehicles

te-

sticles

the-

vehicles

te-

sticlesvehicles which had landed from the LSTsLasts were having difficulty gettinggetting-

off

getti-
ngoff the beechbeach because of poor condition of the one beach exit road , whichwhich-

by

whi-

ch

which-

by

whi-

ch

which-

by

whi-

chby now was a quagmire.quagmire. As a result , the beach at this time was badlybadly-

congested.

bal-

conies

badly-

congested.

bal-

conies
. . '

congested.congestedcong stedsteed . Personnel'ofPersonnelofPersonnel"ofPersonnel'", of Co "E"EnEftnEt" " were forced to cease their efforts toto-

construct

to-

construct

to-

constructconstruct a road and to assist vehicles over the track to BUSOBUS No.No. 11-

where

1-

wherE

1-

wherewhere? the AustralianAustralien Engineer responsibility began.began. The divisiondivision-

engineerwhen

division-

engineer

divi-
sion

division-

engineerwhenengineerwhenengineerengineer , when made aware8.ware8ware. of the situationtuationtuition51 , furnished "E"E" " Co with bridgingbridging-

materials

brid-
ging

bridging-

materials

brid-
ging

bridging-

materials

brid-
gingmaterials which were quickly laid down on the mud and afforded some footingfooting-

for

footi-

ngfor the vehicles.vehicles. Traffic began to move , but slowlyslowy], , and it was not until

(39)39:39)( : ) Eye-witnessEyewitness- ; (40)40( ) HN ; iST-LandingiSTLandingLST-LandingLSTEST-LandingESTKistST-- Ship Tank ; (41)41( ) W.W.

1313"r. . . . . . . .r.r. . ' " " . 'rr' _ '

'ff""rr'' ?,



t. t.tw-

ere

w-

ere

. . . .V"V. " . . . . . . . . . . _ .. .

were good andaDd to proceed with the landing.landing. The 2d wave beached at 064-3-0643064.3.0643.06430643-

(35)

064-

335

-. -.

(35)35( ) At about 0650 andaxed jugtjustjut as the 3d wave was abouta.bout. to beach , thethe-

convoy

the-

ology

the-

convoy'

the-

convoy

the-

ology

the-

convoy

the-

ologyconvoyconvoy'convoy '

waswas attackedatt&ckedattcked& byb1 6"JapaneseJapanese-JapaieseJapaiese6Japaiese"-JapJape nesenesses aircraft.aircraft. Direct bomb hits 'ww'wereerewere-

scored

whe-

refore

ere-

scored

fre-

scoed

ee-

scored

e-

scortedscored on 2 LCIsLCIaCPIsLucia (Landing Craft , Infantry ) of the 3d wave , causingcausing-

considerable

causing-

considerable

causing-

considerableconsiderable casualties and rendering the craftcr ft inoperable , althoughalthough-

they

althou-

gh
although-

they

althou-

gh
although-

they

althou-

ghthey were able to beach.beachbeach.-

The

bea-

ch

beach.-

The

bea-

ch

beach.-

The

bea-

ch

.

The initial wave of Australian infantrymenantrymeninrantrymenwatermenin encountered littlelittleo-

pposition

littleo-

ppoai
lit-

tle
littleo-

ppositionoppositionoppoaiopposing tioDtied and quickly advancedadv ncedned inland.inland. (36)36(36)-

The

36T-

he

(36)-

The

36T-

he

(36)-

The

36T-

he

( )

The 532d EBSRDEBS Group landed in waves 4 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 , 10 , and 1111-

approximately

11-

approximately

11-

approximatelyapproximately on scheduleschedule.*. In addition to personnelperbonnel , the followingfollowing-

major

follow-

ing
following-

major

follow-

ing
following-

major

follow-

ingmajor items of regimental equipment were landed : (37)37( )

12 Jeeps 1 QuickwayQuickQui ckway CraneCrane

16 3/4--ton34ton3/4-ton/ -- trucks 1 Air CompressorCompl'ComplComp' ssorsoar

6 2-1/2-ton21ton- / - trucks 1 1/4-ton14ton/ - trailer
11.

. gradergrarlergrerlerrarerrealer 11 1-ton1tonI-tonI- trailers

7 TD-9TD9- Bulldozers 1 250-gal250gal- water trailertrkilertriflertrailerT-

he

trail-

er
1 D-7D7- BulldozerBulldozer-

The

Bulldoz-

erThe Boat Control Section headed byb1 Lt.Lt. Dibble landed in wave 4-44with- withwith-

SCR300s

with-

SCR300s

with-

SCR300sSCR-300sSCR300sSR- and initiated control of 532d EBSRDEBS craft and directeddireoted thethe-

landing

thr-

eading

the-

landing

thr-

eading

the-

landing

thr-

eadinglanding of the LSTsLasts and LCTs.LCTsCRTs. The Shore Battalion HeadquartersHeadquartfJrs alsoalso-

landed

asto-

unded

also-

landed

asto-

unded

also-

landed

asto-

undedlanded in wave 4 and set up a command post near the center ofot the beachbee.ch.beechbea.cb.beacbbee.ch-

.Regimental

bea.cb-

.Regimental

. *.

Regimental Headquarters Detachment landed in a free boat between thethe-

5th

the-

5th

the-

5th5th and 6th waves and set up a command post inland1nlend fromtromtromp the ShoreShore-

Battalion

Shore-

Battalion

Shore-

BattalionBattalion CP about 100 yards.yards. (38)38( ) ( See Map 4.44)44)-

The

4-

The

4)-

The

4-

The

.)

The Shore Battalion commenced working immediately upon landing.landinglanding.-

Headquarters

landing-

.Hesdquarters

landing.-

Headquarters

.

HeadquartersHesdquarters Company set up weapons and established a water pointpoint.*. CoCo-

"D"

C-

oD

Co-

liD"

Co-

liD

C-

olD

Co-

"D"

C-

oD"D"DliD"liD" " , less its Engineer Platoon , organized the eastern ( right ) half ofotof-

the

of-

ten

ot-

the

ot-

her

of-

the

of-

tenthe beach.beach. "F"F" " Co organized western ( leftlertalert ) half of the beach and began

(35)35( ) Q ?; (36)36( ) Eye-witnessEyewitness- ; (37)37( ) NjN ; V ; (38)38.38).38( . ) Eye-witness.Eyewitness.witness- .
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two aid stationsetationsions on the beach.beach. The medicaled1cal'medical
'

l companycoap&D1coapD1& weewas to establish8etabllah aa-

collecting

c-

ollecting

a-

collecting

c-

ollecting

a-

collecting

c-

ollectingcollecting stationtat.tatstQt'stQtstat .' on , ". . a3 clearingc1raringcl ar1ng"staticD.ar1ngstaticD.ar1ngstaticD". station.station.. . , . and.and. aa.. portableporbl.eporblepourablepor.taportaportal:
.

, :te. surgicalsurgsurge cal hospitalhospital-

in

hospit-

al

q.q. pl alal-

in

ali-

enin the leftlertalert halfhalt ofor RED BEACH andend was to be responsible for the evacuationevacuation-

of

evacuati-
on

eftdeft <.t118.tioDt118.tioDt118tioD..t118.tio-

Dor

t118tioD-

or

.

ofor casualties to ships and craftscratts returning to the near shore.shore. To accomplishaccomplish-

the

accompl-

ishthe tasks as assigned the 532d EBSRDEBS Group was to be made up ofot the followingfollowing-

units

follow-
ing

following-

units

follow-
ing

following-

units

follow-
ingunits with strengths as indicated :

HeadquartersdquartersquartersHe Detachment 532d EBSRDEBS 1111-

Regimental

11-

Regimental

11-

RegimentalRegimental Communications Detachment 2020-

Boat

20-

Boat

20-

BoatBoat BattalionBattalion-

Shore

Battali-
ons

380,380380-

Shore

380-

Shore

,

Shore Battalion 700700-

Co

700-

Co

700-

CoCo "BnBn"B"B" " 262d Medical Battalion andand-

532d

and-

532d

and-

532d532d EBSRDEBS Medled DetbetDeut 170170-

Amphibian

170-

AmphibianAmphibian Scouts , 2d ESBEMSESB-

Lt

Sub-

let

1515-

TotalTotal 1,29612961,296-

Lt

1296-

Lt

1,296-

Amphibian

1296-

Amphibian

,

Lt ColCool E.E. D.D. BrockettBrocket , the regimental executive officerofficer-

in

officeri-

ng

was to bebe-

in

be-

gin

be-

in

be-

gin

be-

The

be-

Th

in command of the 532d EBSRDEBS
,.. Group.Group. (32)32.32).32(32)-

i

32-
i

(32)-

r

32-
r

(32)-

THE

32T-

HE

(32)-

THE

32T-

HE

(
.

)

ir

THE ASSAULT OMON RED BEACHBEACH-

The

Beach-

head

BEACH-

The

Beach-

headThe 532d FBSREBSRFIBSDEBS Boat Convoy of over 60 various craft made the 57-mile57mile57mile-

trip

57mile-

trip

57mile-

trip

-

trip across HUONHON GULF without incident and effected a rendezvous withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe Naval Task Force at 0350 on D-dayDday- approximately 7 miles offoft RED BEACHBEACH.BEACH-

.At

Bea-

ch

*.

At 0619 the destroyers commenced a bombardment of the landing beachesbeaches-

which

beac-

hes
beaches-

which

beac-

hes
beaches-

which

beac-

heswhich lifted at 0629-06290629.0629(33)062933-. (33)33( ) At 0632 the, firstfiratfrat wave landed on RED BEACH.BEACH.

(34)34.04).0404.

( ) ( See Map 3)33)-

The

3-

The

3)-

The

3-

The

3)-

The

3-

The

)

The Amphibian Scouts , dressed in Australian ArmyA uniformstouniforms, to makemake-

them

mar-

ket

make-

them

mar-

ket

make-

them

mar-

ketthem inconspicuous , landed in the first wave , marked the center andand-

flanks

san-

dbanks

and-

flanks

san-

dbanks

and-

flanks

san-

dbanksflanks of the beach , and conducted a hasty hydrographic survey.survey. At

0606400 the scouts radioed to the 2d and 3d waves that beaching conditionscondicondotioD8

(32)32( ) N ; (33)33( ) Personal knowledge ; (3-4)(334)4(34)34( - ) F , p.p. 1-18.118.118.- .
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I 1}1S-

HORE

.

SHORE PARTPARTYP A RTfCRT? PLANPLAN-

The

Pant-

her

PLAN-

he

PLA-

Ne

PLAN-

The

Pant-

herThehe plan ofor the 532d5.321'\5.3215.321'53215.321'EBSR5321EBSR.
'\ EBSRDEBS Group waswaewade to move from MOROBEJIOROBEMOROBFMONROEMORO to REDRED-

BEACH

RES-

EARCH

RED-

BEACH

RES-

EARCH
. jBEACHA.G.tI.AGtIPatti. . . . . .

in . .itsttei.tstote: . organicor nicnice landirLanderlandinga i $
.
craftart.artart.uppart.

supplementedupppp .d..b.rdbrbr. . .
by

. .

Navy
. . . .

LCTs.LCTsLCTeCRTsLucite.T.I.TI. .

., AA-

rendezvous

R-

endezvous

A-

rendezvous

R-

endezvous

A-

rendezvous

R-

endezvousrendezvous would be effected with the Naval Task Force offoft RED BEACHBRACHBEAC-

Hat

BRAC-

Hat

Bearc-

at

Brach-

iaat about H-hourHhourH-ho'lr'minuHho'lr'minuholrminuholmium- ' ' minus 3 hourshours.. (39)39( ) At H-hourHhour- , amphibiousamphibio\amphibioamphibioscoutsamphibious\!! scoutsscouts-

would

Cots-

wold

scouts-

would

Cots-

wold

scouts-

would

Cots-

woldwould llandnd with the 1stlstlast waveswa.ves. onrn; both beachesbeachcs and mark the centerscenters-

and

cente-

rs
centers-

and

cente-

rs
centers-

and

cente-

rsand flanks of the beachesbeaches.beaches.-

The

beach-

es
*.

Thehe'! Shore BattalionBat t lion was to landlard by waves beginningbe inning at H-hourHhourH-hol1rhol1r- plus

30 minutes andMd perform the following taskst.askstacks. :

1.1. Set up beach defensedefensdefenseqdeafens* ( ground , AA , and seaward ) in coordinationcoordination-

with

coordinat-

ionwith 9th DivisionDiviDiv ion defensesdefenses.defenses.-

Prepare

defe-
nses

,.

2.2. PreparePre re beachb a.chachBach. dump areas.areasarea! .

3.3. Construct a two-waytwoway- laterallaterRllatterly road on the beachbeach.beachf-

.

beac-

h

,.

/f.f.4.4/ . Construct exit roads from the beach inlandio1:100.io1100.io1100inland.: ,.

5.5. SuperviseSupervi, anda.nd. control cargo unloading.unloading.

6.6. Establishstablish water'raterrater' points.points.

7.7. CamouflageCano11flage dumpsdurnpe.durnpedumps.dunedurnpe.-

a.

dun-
e

,.

8.8a.a. Continuous development and improvement of beachhead.beachhead. (30)30(30)-

The

30T-

he

(30)-

The

30T-

he

( .30).3030..30)-

The

30-

The

)

The BoatPoatOat BattalionB tt lion r.fterfteftefterrtefateafter. ** effectingffectinaffecting the landing was to detach 22-

control

2-

control

2-

controlcontrol boats , 2 LHSsLr.SsLrSsLJ'SsLJSsHessLarsJess'. , 10 LCMsLeMsLCMeLCMLens , and 10/LCVPs10LCVPslO/LCVPslO10/LCVPLCVPCP/ ( ) s , to remain &ttat&t the farfar-

shore

fore-

shore

far-

shore

fore-

shore

far-

shore

fore-

shoreshore for such duty asa s would be requiredrequired.,. (31)31( ) In5tialInitial tasks duringduring-

the

duri-
ngthe landinglandinulandiland included the support ofor the 20th Brigade by the 3 LCSaLCSsElsaCass, andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe landir1andllandingLander of 9thqthqt Division HeadquartersHeadqual'terDHeadqualterDHeadquartered' from the Destroyer "Conynham.ConynhamItConynham.ItConynhamCinnamon" . "

In addition , the BoatBoa t BattalionBat t&.liontlionlion&. was to provide a Boat ControlCentrolCentral SectionSection-

for

Secti-
onfor control of all craft at RED BEACH and provide a maintenance andand-

salvage

R-

andal

and-

sa.lvage

and-

salvage

R-

andalsalvagesa.lvage. boat equipped to perform 2d02d echelon maintenance and to salvagesalvage-

broached

salv-
ager

salvageb-

PtlB.ched

salvage-

broached

salv-
agerbroachedbPtlB.chedbPtlBched. and damageddamagdamage d boatsboats.boats.-

The

bati-

ste

boats.-

The

bati-

ste

*.

The radicalmedical detachmentdet.achment. was to land in the 9th wave"aveave" and establisheet:1blleheet1blleh:

(29)29( ) Personal knowledge ; (30)30.30).30(
.

) N ; (31)31( ) 0O.O0.0*.
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I IIII-

IJ'D'

III-

IIJD

I

, , , _ .IIIIJ'D'IIIIJD' ' " " .-... :l.tt.lttlotto. : . , . . . " , . , . , , , , '. . , . . . . . "

" ' " "H"H" " .".mm ""IHA"t&1t.IHAt1t.IHAt1tI'I'ire6gefr-raafrire6gefrraafrradar: ' TZ'TZ ' & C"oIoIAi'CoIoIAiColonialC"oIo-

IAi'General

CoIoI-

AiGeneral

" '
General WootenWoolen electedeleatedelevated to land on both beaches simultaneouslysiDlultaDeou l1 atat-

Hhour.

a-

uthor

at-

H

Ka-

th

at-

Hhour.

a-

uthor . and were-towereto.eretoweretoheretowhereto.. totobetoebe.hehe-be carried outoutin'outinouting-in-in'in'' four"f'our
" 'H-hour.Hhour.hourH-: our Landing

, ft.ft.operationsperations, .ere-.erewere-wereere- .- phasesphases.phases.-

Phase..1.

phases-

Phase1

*.

, ' Phase.PhaseP.hase.Phase..1.Phase1.Phase1. . ...1..W&81.W81W8.1.8.. . .w.& . . thethe..l&lthellhell. . landingla,& dihgingdigKing fttft8t$::i K-taur"onKtaur"ontauronnour0i1'tnour0i1ttarponic-nourour1 o cc -0i1't0i1't0i1toa"- 'D-day"Dday"dayDday"ofDdayofDay'TT' -:.QQ. t-tt'r'LitrLitrir-"oof'r'LirLiri' 'landingandd1inignighg'g'

Group'Group
'

1i , -

which was made up of part of 9th AustFaust DivD1v Hq , Division Troops , assaultassault-

elements

ass-
ault

assault-

elements

ass-
ault

assault-

elements

ass-
aultelements of the 20th and 26th AustFaust InfIntInfoDint Brigade , and the 532dS32d EBSRDEBS intact.intactintact.-

Phase

int-
act

intact.-

Phase

int-
act

intact.-

Phase

int-
act

.

Phase 2 was the landinglanding-

comprising

on the night of D-dayDday- of Landing Group 2 ,

comprising additional troopstroops-

the

troo-
ps

of 9th AustFaust Div Hq >, Division Troops , andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

on

an-

on

the 20th and 26th Brigade.BrigadeBrigade.-

Phase

Brig-
ade

Brigade.-

Phase

Brig-
ade

Brigade.-

Phase

Brig-
ade

.

Phase 3 was the landinglanding-

Group

land-
ing

on the night of D-dayDdayD-deydeydefy- , plus 1 dayd81 of LandingLanding-

Group

Land-

ing
Landing-

Group

Land-

ing
Landing-

Aust

Land-
ingGroup 3 , made up of the 24th24t.h24th-

troops.

24th-

troops

. AuetAustAmuletFaust InfInfo Brigade and additional divisiondivisiont-

roops.

divis-
ion

divisiont-

roops.

divis-
ion

division-

of

divisio-

n
troops.troops.

Phase 4 was the landing of the remainingremaidngremailingremakingemailing!* troops of the divisiondivision-

at

division-

alat suchuchmuch time as the situation would permit.permit. (25)25(25)-

The

25T-

he

(25)-

The

25T-

he

(25)-

The

25T-

he

( )

The 20th Brigade was designated to make the initialin!tialtail assault onon-

both

ro-

bot

on-

both

ro-

bot

on-

both

ro-

botboth beaches , with 2 battalions on RED BEACH and 1 battalionbettalion on YELLOWYEIL0WYELLOW-

BEACH.

YELLO-

WED

YELLOW-

BEACH.

YELLO-

WED

YEIL0W-

BEACH.

YEIL0W-

BEACHBEACH.BEACH. At RED BEACH , 1 battalion was to commence a rapid advance towardtowardL-

AE

towa-

rd
towardL-

AE

towa-

rd
towardL-

AE

towa-

rdLAELEA , while the other battalion waswaewade to remain in division reserve andand-

protect

han-

dwrote

and-

protect

han-

dwrote

and-

protect

han-

dwroteprotect the beachhead.beachhead. The third battalion ofor the 20th Brigade landinglanding-

on

landin-

gon YELLOW BEACH had the task ofot seizing HOPOIHOPI and protecting the rightright-

flank

righ-

tful
right-

flank

righ-

tful
right-

flank

righ-

tfulflank of the division.division. The 20th Brigade was to be initially1n1 tie.llytiellytimely. supportedsupported-

along

suppo-

rted

supported-

along

suppo-

rted

supported-

along

suppo-

rtedalong the coast by three LCSsCass of the 532d EBSR.EBSRDEBS. (26)26(26)-

The

26T-

he

(26)-

The

26T-

he

(26)-

The

26T-

he

( )

The 26th Brigade was to landlend intact onOD RED BEACH behind"behind" the 20th20th-

Brigade

20th-

Brigade

20th-

BrigadeBrigade and take up the advance toward LAE.LAELEA. (22(27)27(27-

)Logistical

27-

Logistical

(27-

)Logistical

27-

Logistical

( ? )

Logistical plansplanaplanar of the division\i.s1oni.s1ondii.s1ondiis1ondi\ . called for the D-dayDdayD-d.Dd.- ., landing groupgroup-

to

grou-

pto land with 10 days supply.supplysuPp11-suPp11supply.-

The

suPp11-

The

supp-

ly
.-

The 532d EBSRDEBS Group was to be under command of the 9th DivisionDivision-

upon

Divis-

ion

Division-

upon

Divis-

ion

Division-

upon

Divis-

ionupon landing andend would render tacticalte.cticaltectical. and logistical support asas-

directed.

as-

pirated

as-

directed.

as-

pirated

as-

directed.

as-

pirateddirected.directed. (28)28( )

(25)25( ) 0 ; (26)26( ) 0 ; LCS-LandingLCSLandingCS- Craft Support ; (27)27( ) J , p.22p22. ; (28)28( ) PersonalPersonalk-
nowledge.

Pers-onal
Personalk-

nowledge.
Pers-onal
Personalk-

nowledge.
Pers-onalknowledge.knowledge .

99'if/0f0f-
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I11-

The

11-

TheThe rehearsal was conducted in mid-AugustmidAugustJDid-AusustJDidAusustDid- withth
. all. units.unitsunite..QfuniteQfunite"'t.t' . . . .

.OrOr.
Q

., thethe-
v

th-
e

the-

landing

thr-

eading
. . . . .- ' . .y.y.v . .*... - ". .

. . . .
. . '. . . . .

landing forcetorcetore present except one shore company ( Co D ) which was engagedengaged-

in

engag-

ed ,in beach operationsoperdoper t on.on. .
.rr.fort: the forceorceforce that had landed at NASSAU BAYBAY'BAY-on-30-BAYon30BAYon30-

June.

BAYon30-

June

'- onon":30on30"- 3030-

June.

30-

June

:
-

. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ,

. .June.June. This rehearsal was staged
" ,
onon.beachesonbeachesobeahs, . ., . .

beachesbeacbeach- . . .
.

es similarB1m11miless , r to thoactha.acthaacthascthoracesthwackthaws. et-thaetthaat..th&atthat-the-atthethanKathetthao-

bjective.

attheo-

bjective.

--. & '- - '

objective.objectiveobjective.-

During

objec-
tive

objective.-

During

objec-
tive

objective.-

During

objec-
tive

.

During the rehearsal , the vehicles ofor the division became badlybadly-

congested

bal-
conies

badly-

congested

bal-
conies

badly-

congested

bal-
coniescongested on the beach.beach. This condition caused the division commander ,

Major General George F.F. WootenWoolen , to order further reductions in thethe-

number

he-

mmer

the-

number

he-

mmer

the-

number

he-

mmernumber of vehicles to be taken to the far shore during the early stagesstages-

of

stag-
esof the operation.operation. This'n1isn1is' was the only significantsignificBDtsignified change in plans broughtbrought-

about

rousta-

bout

brought-

about

rousta-

bout

brought-

about

rousta-

boutabout by the rehearsalrehearsal.,. (20)20(20)-

As

20-

As

( )

As has been previously stated , the landing was to actually taketake-

place

ta-

ke
take-

place

ta-

ke
take-

place

ta-

keplace eapte&RteRteastleaptBert& of LAE.LAELEA. Because of known defenses at LAELEA proper , it had beenbeen-

decided

be-

nded
been-

decided

be-

nded
been-

decided

be-

ndeddecided to land at RED BEACH U14 miles east of LAELEA and at YELLOW BEACH 33-

miles

3-

miles

3-

milesmiles east of RED BEACH.BEACH. RED BEACH was 1,1001100, yards long , while YB1LLOWYELI.QWYELIQWYELLOWELIYB1LLOW-

BEACH

YELI.QW-

BEACH

YELLOW-

BEACH

YELL-

OW

: .

BEACH was about 1,0001000, yards in length.length. (21)21(21-

)It

21-

It

( )

It was further decideddecidec ed to develop RED BEACH for logisticallogistics1 supportsupport-

of

suppo-

rtof the entire division and all supplies were to be placed in dumps inin-

that

in-

tact

int-

"hat

in-

that

in-

tact

in-

that

in-

tactthatt"hat"

, area until LAELEA was captured.captured. (22)22( )

4 September 1943 was designated as as8S D-dayDdayD-dD- (23)23( ) and 0630 scheduledscheduled-

for

schedul-

edfor H-hour.Hhour.hour- . General WootenWoolen had at first desired to land the first wavewav-

eat

cave-

at

wav-

eat

cave-

at

wav-

eat

cave-

atat 0430 underund r cover ofor darkness.darkness. However , the Navy pointed out thatthati-

nasmuch

sta-

tions
thati-

nasmuch

sta-

tions
thati-

nasmuch

sta-

tionsinasmuch as the coast line in the objective area was virtually all thethe-

same

thre-

esome

thth-

same

Th-

ames

the-

same

thre-

esomesame and contained no distinguishing featuresfetures, , it would be extremelyextreael1extremel-

ydifficult

extre-
mely

extreael-

1difficult

extremel-

ydifficult

extre-
melydifficult to accurately locate the landing beaches at night.night. It waswa-

stherefore

W-

aterford

wa-

stherefore

W-

aterford

wa-

stherefore

W-

aterfordtherefore agreed that H-hourHhour- would be 063006)0060) , which was 18 minutes afteratterLatterafters-

unrise.

wate-

rcourse

atter-

aunri

wate-

rman

afters-

unrise.

wate-

rcoursesunrise.sunriseaunrikauri se . (24)2424)( )

(20)20( ) Eye-witnessEyewitness- ; (21)21( ) N ; (22)22( ) 0 ; (23)23( ) Personal knowledge.knowledge. (24)24( ) FV ,
p.p. 1-18.118.118.- .

8

s9-*r?;



I .

nophiUottscopilots....11401181140118
.

. moats lauffiblufflanding1"1"' 1 oftan_ tcfcccbeabeadbeaches**_"* aatasstatasset.* .\ ofor ttlLdtattle ! arteftdeft.... 4&4.a.& tirfctfttairkwo&airkwoairway&* tataultassaultcatapult....-.1\.1-...1-

(15)

1-

15
\ atat-

BAKU

fa-

tback

atD-

AD

a-

dd

..
,

. . .

BAKUBACKUPDAD L"*. (15)15( ) 7T*e*. 9th Australiainstinset. tn)1.tn1.tn1) l.*. &tUttUtkYla1taut&i*is .tt<. A.1d.tl\A1d.tlA.1d.tlA1dtlA.1d.tlS)2taA1dtlS2ta.uu. *ttktat.ih\ tfefefhaha*. 5*3&3S)2taS2ta)& fegterarfetter &lMt.lMtMtlMt..-

a

*t%t-
od

to-

ad

.

.aaa.od Stara.anaanan. * RtftiwtttIt.ItIt. seat" ,t es*'s.S., . shor.OOshore.o * parlyparlaypar a8was*& dd.a1pada1pada.fti&ftift& atdada * :ttea . .*xf&rtxfrtfrt& "* . the.to"*. aaffeiMewtcaffeineaaffeiMew-

tportion

thtthatiouxroux. .

portion ofor the optratioaop4t.reUaDop4treUaDoperationoperational. ,) and ththe* US 503dSOdSON) ParachutePanehut.PanehutPane. lafaatrtahDvlavatorytadxa atxat?, RiifttRiftRiiftta-

nd
Ri-

ft
R.*.$ .*..t,t-

and

st-

andand ththe 7th AustralianAustnll.AustnllAustin. InfantryIDhDtrrl try DirisiooDivisionDerisionDi.T1.DiT1.DiT1. . OD vft"ftiere-iereeireieredestdieresesr"- dd."ipattddipattdinputteddestdeist."i mitnowtemitnot d tot.ois. ttcuU"Nt.Ntrut*tutu"Nt.htNthtNth" .. thth-

airborne

h-

arbored

\hthtthethe-

airtcrne

he-

artened

\ht-

a.ir

h-

airairborneairtcrneaircrewa.irair. m@@ saxat.saxatassault.assaultSadata NultNut? , . (16)16( ) Thtb.tbThe*. UtT1Y ? SovftnthSethSoftentb AnphiWoui"pblb1.l\ufpblb1.luf"pblb1.lpblb1lufAstphibiiousAmphioxusAuspicious" . \ ? Fl1.\1.fleet' *..t\ m.%as*.*, a"askedaskedt-

he
aske-

d
tdJ.1J1J.-

1the

J1-

the

. KiK-

ithe

K-

itethe task ofor transportingtransporti.ngt.renstrenstrends. rt..iqrtiqtri.. . and puttingp"tt1nCptt1nC" thtbthe* troopstroop.trooptrocapstriceps. author.lhor.lhorLahoreash. .r* at LALd! , anaudand in1.1\1.1in-

addition

in-

anition

1.-

1add

11-

add

in-

addition

in-

anition

. \

additionadd ! tlanlan was"'. $ to nrYnarypntTefttpreveistPontepreexist* :nt thethothou eneinyleniencyenene frofro.*. hringingbringingringingbribrie !', in nteinfoo'onteinfoooreiuforn1 f ' \Mtftittfleuantsleans. t_ bybrby-

sea.

aby-

sses

br-

sea.

bu-

rsa

by-

sea.

aby-

ssessea.sea. (17)17( ) Air support was....ss. tot..o.. bbe* furniahixlfurnishl\mlmAarniAaron\ abtadshedcabstand byb7 ththothethou UUS$ fifthr1ftib Airlr FVf\Nt'fNt'Nttrot.trot!.trot.T-

he
trott-

ed

\)r *' .

The!h operationsoperstinnso r8 iC\niCn\ wfWII'rtbWIIrtbwereWWII( 'r* scht'1"t1suchaciionha.lftiaciionhalftifactional' (,} "<duldual,,
. di fort"artar" .lrllrlLoralmid-SepteaboxmidSepteaboxSepta.ic-SicS- .ptebo.rptebor.pt6.bo.rpt6bo.rpt6bortemblor*. . 1SU.3.1SU3.1SU31'4w.3.14w3.14w31 ' 3.3. . (11(18)18(18(18)-

Pl

18-

Pl

(18-

Plans

18-

Plans

( $ )

PlRnsPlansPl n for thetht'thtthat' aphihiouibphibioueaphihiousphobiaamphibiousbphibiouTttion? ojxQptoxPt(\\TttionTttionTatting\}.\(>,rfitionrationfiction; call"a.llallcalled("
. *d<i for thtb.tbthe*. 9thth DiviiottDivisionDivinity1.1ai11ai. * \\ toto-

assemble

t-

ease
to-

assemble

t-

easeassemblessblesable& $ at MIU1KIIlUfF.IIlUfFMILHFMIL. HA5BAlBAT I, particlpattpart1pateparticipateparticipant('! in MBphlhiousupb1b1tuaaaphibie'usaaaphibieusAmphibious,' $ ti'tit.J'Iail\1ht.JIail1ht.J'IailtJIail1htraininStidaltraining. '' JUiii\gJUiiig\ \, withIt.bItbTb_ . thtb"tbthe" NnryHam'HamInnerNnry-

in

Ham-

'in

Ham-

in

Nondry-

ing

Hamm-

ing

" ,,"" '

in thatUnit.Unitthat.. area8rel\8rel8relftn\ , andftntn subsequentlysub t'QutQutau' .utJ1'.utJ1utJ1.

' totoo embarkMbMrkonbark from1'1"01\1'1"0111011'1"01Uat1101Uat' " ' \ thatUatAt, pointpol-atpolatpool- t\\rtrf-rf\,.\.'-% thU\\Uthe\*\' opfrntioiuopfrntioiu-

T

oiv-.oi-vi-v. rration.rationration.-

Tiro

fractiona-

tion

t.i\\n.t.in.t.in.-

Tho

ti-
nt

. \"\ .

TThoTiroTheoToroo 535.td5td5-1.-d51.d51.d.-.: .:-d F.PFPl.BlBF.PS.RFPSRFPS. R.R. wasW8 $ to ftssfatsost\tt.ml16tml16ensJens\ :wble.ml\16.ml16.ml16emblewobbleemblem<>
. \ at MOHOhEMONOl\EMONOlEMOF&WMOFWSmoochedMONOMOW&) \ IW\IWandIWmov't"IWmovtImom<( l\ wovfmov't"movtmovewolfmot' " tot.\t.t.tJt'ttJttatty.(\ thtJ\t'tJt'thr\ *' objective"'bJbJ' rt.irtitri. V iniu itit-

organic

in-

organic

1itsits-

organic

dis-

organize

t"tt-

"organi

t-

organi

o-

rganic

"

organicorgani lanviinglandinlandinglaving craftC'rt.f't.Crtftcri.ftcriftrift' : .

'

., suppleatmtcrisupplementedsplatterupplr-.mupplr.msuppler-. ntttnt d tbby)T" NnvyEnvyNnvNv ). LOTs.LOTsLCTs.LCTsCRTsLl'TLlTLilt' . (19)19(19)P-

RFPARATIQH

19P-

RFPARATIQH

(19)-

Detailed

19-

Detailed

( l )

PRFPARATIQHPRFPPRAI\AT1.9llM.AIAT19llM.AIAT1.9llM.AT19llM\ . JCT.JCTCT.. . , JJ1JK.JJ1JKJJ1JK.lJJ1JKl1.11-

.Detailt'd

1-

Detailtd

. l JlMfiLumpfishJlMfi-

DetailedDetailedDetailt'dDetailtd' planning for theth lnointfltLlH.nlandinganointltLl\ltLltall* \ H.nHn. , gotlOt undtundundtr.undtrunderunderaVunder>)r ..ay at 9Ui9th DivisionDlvlltlon Head-HeadH..d-H..dHead"Hea-

dquart

Head-

quarter

H..d-

quarttlra

Head-

"quarters

Head-

quarters

.. -"
quartquarttlraquartersquartetera at MIIHFMILNFMIMIMILAN BAY about800Ut, thitht'thtthethinthat'* 1stletlist of AuguHAutl\\it.Autlit.August.AugustWaughTautly,\\ *. ThTbttButt3 a* 5;J,2dJ2d532d, d F3SHfSSRSrF,3F3, washa repre-

sented

rttpl'-

scntf1d

rttpls-

cntf1d

reprerttpl'\-rttpl'rttplrepre-preparerattlerepre-

sented

'\'¬-

sentedscntf1dscented at planningpllUu1ingpleuuiingplaguing hindquartersheadquartersh f\dqunrtfdqunrtdaunt\ rt1 by thtthttthethat regimentalr.r., lD\t\nt.llDtnt.lNT\ \ . nx.xxexecutive. cutivC'utJ.CutJcutisCut'
. "*" officvrofftoorofficersoftero1'rlo1rl' .rr. who'Whowho-

was

wh-

oa

who-

"n

wh-

on

wh-

om

'Wh-

owas

Who-

was

W-

hoa

'

was"nn" to commandomma1'\rlomma1'omma1rl'\ thet.hth. shortMorshoreMoor* partypart"part" duringdurinRdurian thet.h8th8. operation(\ r"ti\nr"tirtintri" (\ , thetht'thtthat' S-3S3S-JJS-,3,3-,- , thet.bftbfbf. comrouiil-comrouiilCOMw\l-COMwlcomnuu1-comnuu1ConrailCOwcomroui-

ilcations

contrain-

dications

COMwl-

C'8ti'ln

COMw-

lC8tiln

comnuu-

1cations

\ -

cationsC'8ti'lnC8tilncaptions' (' officofficeroffice? r andfWd thetht'thtthat' surgeon.surgeonf1ur.t'on.f1urton.f1urton.; ' . ItIt.. should beb.b. stateda t, d hh.n'hnhere. re'. that personnelpersonnel-

of

personn-

el

.) r o.lo.l-
of

Lol-

o
,,".

of thet.hE'. ' divisiondivif\ivifiif\ <"nn" and the 5JiM53d5J ::d FJ3SRF.BSRFBSRF3SRFIBS. woreW61"fW61f" !' not strangcrttst.ranGt'rttstranGtrttstrangersstranger. ' to ach.acheachBach. oUiUiutlatr.utlatrothermutilatorrt., havinghl\vlnahlvlnaVilnahaving-

undergone

hlvlnau-

nr1er

having-

undergone

\

undergoneunr1er one amphibiousmphibiouf\mphibioufmphibiouftr\ trainingtr lninslenis togetherto t'thertthertether' in AustraliaAu tl"a11.tla11.tla11" .. duringdur1na JunJun.JuneJuan*. cuntandcount JulyJul1July-

of

Jul1-

of

Jul-

yof 19431943-1943.1943As*-. As a consequence ), no timet1me waswa lostlo.tlot. in gtttinglettinagetting aoquAinttdacqUAint.dacqUAintdaoquaintedaquatintedacqUAintacquainted. andand-

miFunderstandings

and-

mlfunderat&ldings

an-

dmlfunderatldings

and-

misundersteuidingsmiFunderstandingsmlfunderat&ldingsmlfunderatldingsmisundersteuidingsmisunderstandings& worewere fewfew.rfew.-

Two

Fleet-

wood

w.ww-

.Two

,.

Two plans were worked out simultaneouslyslmulslimly t.aneouel1't.aneouel1taneouel1. ' ,. one fortortore a" rehearsalrt.b@er..lrehesrealethereal. @ ... andand-

one

und-

one

and-

one

und-

one

DdDd-

one

D-

oneone,, of couryecourse , for the actual operation.operation.

(15)15( ) H , p.p. 176)176176J1761) (16)16( ) GC , p.p. 477J}; (17)17( ) UaH , p.p. 176)176176.176 ).; (18)18( ) PurwonPuruonllPuruonalApronUnrollPurina*! knowingknowledgekno.l'knolknoll. ' I.JIJ*. };
(19)19( ) Personal knowledgeknowledgeJ); LCT-LandingLCTLandingLCT-LftndiogLftndiogLCT-LendingLendingCT- Craft Tank.Tank.
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I>. .I's.s'I.-

aircraft

.

.

. .
. , . . ,..aircraftaircraft.,aircraircrew

. .
and. . :;: totoo9.99.e&. areasai'easaieasaides'e&e& which.biebbiebbib. couldcaulcaulk 'haha' hatfhaft3 * , :*&"jj" s&feg&petttsfegpettt&iitit>siQiisquiring& i ent..ftluetftluefettlevalue as4-oiler4oiler-boilers;

Operatingn1CtiiiigsCtiiiig-

sbases

g"g*"

bases and springboards fortortore further advancesad'QDces.adQDcesadvances.adduces'
*. (9)9(9)-

The

9T-

he

(9)-

The

9T-

he

(9)9)
. _ _ _ . '

The'hehe'!' initial phase of the general offensive in NEWREIREID GUINEA includedincluded-

a

include-

d
.. . . . . . . , . . .

a landing at NASSAU BATBAY , which was carried out01:4t014t: onOD 30.30. June 19431943.*. (10)10(10)-

The

10T-

he

(10)-

The

10T-

he

(10)-

The

10T-

he

( )

The force that landed there commenced a drive towardto"&rQtorQtorque"& SALAMAUA.SALAMAUASALAllAUA.SALAllAUASALAMANCAAlleluia. At thethe-

same

thre-

esome

the-

same

thre-

esome

the-

same

thre-

esomesame time an Australian force was attacking toward SALAMAUASALAMANCA fromiromiron WAU.WAURAU.RAUAUWAU-

.See

Aus-

tere

WAU-

.See

Aus-

tere

RAU-

.See

Kra-

use

.

( See Map 1)11)-

The

1-

The

1)-

The

1-

The

1)-

The

1-

The

)

The Japanese at this period controlled the NEW GUINEA coast fromfromS-

ALAMAUA

fromS-

ALAMAUA

fromS-

ALAMAUASALAMAUASALAMANCA to the northwestern tip of DUTCH NEW GUINEAGUINFA.GUINFAGUIANA,. and the MABKHAMIIARKHAMMARKHAMMABKHA-

Mand

IIARKHA-

Mend

MARKHA-

Mand

Markh-

amandend RAMURAM valleys in BRITISH NEW GUINEA.GUINEA. Their principal operatingoperating-

bases

operat-
ing

operating-

bases

operat-
ing

operating-

bases

operat-
ingbases in BRITISH NEW GUINEA were SALAMAUASALAIIAUASALAMANCAALICIA , LAELEA , FINSCHHAFENFINSCHHAFF.21FINSCHHAFF21FINSCHHFINCH . , MADANGIlADANGMADMANLading ,

andend WEWAK.WEWAKVQE'WAK.VQEWAKWEAKWEWA-

K.In

VQE'WA-

K.In

VQEWA-

KIn

Tweak-

ing

Overwor-

king

' .

In May 1943 , the AustralianAuetralimAustral Army was assigned the tasks of takingtaking-

the

taki-
ngthe SALAMAUASALAMANCA , LAELEA , FINSCHHAFENFINSCHHAFINCH and MADANGIlADANGMADMANLading areas.areas. (11)11(11)G-

ENERAL

11G-

ENERAL

(11)-

GmERAL

11G-

mERAL

(11)-

GENERAL

11G-

ENERAL

( )

GENERALGmERALGerald PLAN-

The

Pant-

her

JPLANU1IPLAN-

The

Pant-

her

>>

U1I-

TheThe first objectiveobjob ectihectic ve , as8 s determined byb1 the Allied High Command , waswas-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

ste

was-

to

wa-

steto capturecs.pturecspture. the LAELEA areaarae.arae. including NADZABHADZABNADAADZ , an airfieldail.f1eldailf1eld. , 15 miles west ofofL-

AE.

co-

ffle

ofL-

AE.

co-

ffle

ofL-

AE.

co-

ffleLAE.LAELEA. ( See Map 2)2) NADZABNADA was important because the terrain there waswa-

ssuitable

ass-

umable

was-

sui

was-

sail

wa-

ssuitable

ass-

umablesuitablesuisuit table for airfield construction.constructionconstroction.constroctionconstriction. LAELEALA! was required as a port for thethe-

supply

ch-

eaply

the-

supply

ch-

eaply

the-

supply

ch-

eaplysupply of the proposed airfields at NADZAB.NADZABNADA., (12)12( ) In addition , thethe-

fighting

he-

ighten

thei-
O

the-
a

the-
O

thec-
a

the-

fighting

he-

ighten
iOai-

Ofighting

i-

nfightingfighting at SALAMAUASALAMANCA was holding the enemy'senemysenemfleneagr'eneagrenemyvengefulendear' attentions.attentionsatiations.s.
and he waswas-

pushing

asp-

ersing

was-

pu

wa-

sp

was-

pushing

asp-

ersingpushingpu h1i1g troops andend supplies through LAELAFLEALEAF to that areaarea.,. (13)13( ) It waswa-

sbelieved

V-

aseline

wa-

sbelieved

V-

aseline

wa-

sbelieved

V-

aselinebelieved that the seizure ofor LAELEA and NADZABBADZABNADABEDAUB would eventuate in thethe-

entrapment

Te-

stament

the-

entrapment

Te-

stament

the-

entrapment

Te-

stamententrapment and subsequent destruction of a large Japanese force.force. ForFor-

tliis

For-

tifies

For-

this

Fo-

rties

For-

this

Fo-

rtiestliisthistallish reason , af.IfI. key element in the plan was that SALAMAUASALAMANCA should not falltallfanfall-

to

tall-

to

fan-

to

alt-
o

fant-

odto the Allies until the LAELEA operation had begun.begun. (14)14(14)-

Plans

14-

Plans

(14)-

Plans

14-

Plans

(14)-

Plans

14-

Plans

( )

Plans for the operation as formulated in July 1943193! called for an

(9)9( ) H , p.p. 176 ; D , p.p. 21 ; (10)10( ) H , p.p. 176 ; (11)11( ) J , p.p. 4j4 ; (12)12( ) J , p.pp-p4.- 4 ;
(13)13( ) C , p.pp..38p.38p38. 3S38. ; (14)14(U) J J, P-Pp.P5.P5-. 5.5.
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'
.

\
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.

. . . . , . . CfcflttHinio&tionCfcflttHiniotion0 en.mice-ten.micetentice_.mio-tion.miotionMiloion. . , in ' . ' .AJ.J &!-- on platoonplatoran headquartersheadquarte'zheadquartezheadquarterzheadquarter: scspanyGc.cpal1'Gc.cpal1Gccpal1companyCaspian: : waswa3".a'3'.a3a3' ' equipped withwith..- thethe-

necessary

ten-

dencies

the-

n.ce8

the-

nce8

the-

necessary

ten-

denciesnecessaryn.ce8nce8. l'7l7' .radioradio.
radio

_
andar.narnbarn

.

wire equipment.ququ.
_
tot provideYld.YldLd. all communicationoommunicatcommunioat-ncommunioatncommunicant#-, withinwithin-

the

with-

in
within-

the

with-

in
within-

the

with-

inthe beachhead , includingincltdinaTinactin a wire and radio net to all beach installationsinstallatiCl18installations-

plus

installati-
ons

. , . . . . . . . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . _ . .. . . . . . J , . . .._ . . _ . . . .._ _ . . . . . . . " . . .

plus long range radiosradiradii oe fortortore communicationsconmun1catiorecomrmunications withwith'with'thewiththewithheld'thethe'' the 'nearnear'

near shoreshore.shore.-

Normal

sho-

rten
shore.-

Normal

sho-

rten
*.

Normal attachments to thet.he. regiment from-brigadefrombrigadefrom -, brigade troops for operations ),,

was one boat maintenance companycompal\1compal1comparecopal\ and one amphibian medical company.companycompare.compare. TheTh-

eorganization

Te-

rrorization

Th-

eorganir.ation

Th-

eorganization

Te-

rrorizationorganizationorganir.ationorganiration. thus; constituted was.was. termed a shore partyparty.andpartyandSpartan., and had a totaltotal-

strength

toa-

sting
total-

strength

toa-

sting
total-

strength

toa-

stingstrength of about 2,0002000, personnelpersonnel.,. (5)5(5)-

GENERAL

5G-

ENERAL

(5)-

GENERAL

5G-

ENERAL

(5)-

GENERAL

5G-

ENERAL

( )

GENERAL SITUATIONSITUATION-

In

Situatio-

nIn August and September of 1942 , the Japanese drive in NEW GUINEAGUINEA-

was

Guin-

eawas halted.halted. Enemy forces attemptingattemptirattempter to capture PORTpQRrrParr MORESBY were stoppedstopped-

in

stopp-

edin the CHENONENONE STANLEYSTANIEY MOUNTAINS.MOUNTAINS. ( See Map 1)1) Their'lheirlheirheir' attempt to seizeseizeM-

ILNE

se-
ize

seizeM-

ILNE

se-
ize

seizeM-

ILNE

se-
izeMILNEMINE BAY by amphibiousamphibioe tactics was a failure as was'Was' their effort toto-

capture

to-

ccata

to-

capture

to-

ccata

to-

capture

to-

ccatacapture WAUAU in January 19431943.1913.1913*. An allied counterofcountercounterefrensivecounteroffensivefensivefestive in thet.he. OWENOWEN-

STANLEYS

DOW-

NSCALES

OWE-

NSTANIEY

WES-

TERNIZE

OWEN-

STANLEY9STANLEYSSTANIEYSTANLEY-9STANLEY9- drove the enemyeneD\YeneDYdenned\ back to the north coast of NEW GUINEA and hishiehidehis-

forces

dis-

forest

hie-

forces

whi-

tefaces

his-

forces

dis-

forestforces were destroyeddeetroyed in the BUNABUN area.area. (6)6( ) He suffered another seriousseriou8serious-

setback

seri-
ous

seriou8-

setback

serious-

setback

seri-
oussetback in the BISBIOSBISMARkBismarckMARK SEA battle when allied airmen intercepted a largelarge-

naval

are-

na
large-

naval

are-

na
large-

naval

are-

nanaval convoy andarxiHari destroyed 11 shipsshipeship and 30003,000*, of an estimatedstimated 5,50055005,500-

ground

5500-

ground

5,500-

ground

5500-

ground

5,500-

ground

5500-

ground

,

ground troops.troops. (7)7(7)-

By

7-
By

(7)-

By

7-
By

(7)-

by

7b-

y
( )

By April 1943 >, American and Australian troops had movedm ed 75 miles upup-

the

U-

te
up-

the

U-

te
up-

the

U-

tethe coastcoe.coecode. st northwest ofor BUNABONABUN and were in the vicinity of MOROBE.MOROBEMOROSE.MOROSEMONROE. (8)8(8)-

Plans

8P-

lans

(8)-

Plans

8P-

lans

(8)-

Plans

8P-

lans

( )

Plans of the high commandcomnardcanard in the Southwest Pacific called for thethe-

establishment

te-

stable
the-

estalishr

he-

adstalls

the-

establishment

te-

stableestablishmentesta\lishrestalishrestlasher} :\ nt of a serieseerieseeriest of air and sea bases along the north coastcoaltcobalt ofotof-

NEW

o-

ne
ot-

NEW

o-

ne
of-

NEW

o-

neNEW
.

GUINEA for the support ofor the Allied offensive.offensive. This would necessitatenecessitat-
elc

necessita-
te

necessitate-

either

necessi-
tate

a.hahb. 111-

1either
lcItJ* > * 99-

eithereither the capture ofct enemy bases or 4fft strategicalstrategic"strategicstrategically""*? Ieeaie4bashle'MleMylem' _ areas inin-

which

I-

ndic

in-

which

I-

ndic

in-

which

I-

ndicwhich suitable bases could be constructed.constructed. The selection of thesetheeethese-

objectives

theee-

objectives

these-

objectivesobjectives was limited to thosethoeethee areasarealreal within operatingoperatioperatic range ofot our

(5)5( ) Personal knowledgeknow1edge ; (6)6( ) J , p.p. 3 ; (7)7( ) G, p.p. 46 ; (3)3(8)8( ) H , p.p. 176.176.
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9BA-
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!

AUSTRALIAN INFANTOTIHFAlTRrINFANTRIINFANTInhalatorINFANTRIES DIVISIONDIVISIOII INII THEmE AMPHIBIOUSAllPKIBIOUS ATTACKATTACK-

ON

ATTA-
CKON01 LAEyLaceyLAELEA , NEffNEWJeffN GUINEAGUItIEAGuiltier I, 4 SEPTEMBERSEP'RDD.SEPRDDSEER.SEERSHEPARD' .. e- 16 SEPTEMBERSEJll1lBER! 19431943N-

EW
1943N-

EW
' -

( NEWREIREID GUINEAGUDlEAGulag CAMPAIGNCAIPIGHCAPRI! )

Mn.Mn_. M.M. .

(Personal
. r .

s
i.i. tA

. .
Experience. . . . !. .' !

Vrr.VrrRr
?

, . . ... . ,.
ofo

w.w. _. . .
aRegimentala.r.ReginentalarReginentalarraignment

. ". . 8 Mw.Mw . il..4.il4.. . . . . . .
S-3)S3)3S3)IN-
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S3IN-

TRODUCTION

.

-
. ). . - t.t) . . Vw.Vw. .. . e.e, . . .NLMNLMLM. . , .. . . M.M_. . . . . . . . ,. M.M. . . .". r.r.. . . . . . .

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIOJiINTRODUCTIQNINTRODUCTIO-

NThis

Introduct-

ion

INTRODUCTIO-

JiThis

Introduct-

ion

_

This monograph deals with the operations ofor the 532d Engineer BoatBoat-

and

Boat-

man

Boat-

and

Boat-

man

Boat-

and

Boat-

manand Shore Regiment (2d2d( Engineer Special BrigadeBr1gade ) in111 support of the 9th9th-

Australian

9th-

Australian

9th-

AustralianAustralian Infantry Division in the amphibious attack on LAELiELEA , NEfflEiNEWJeffNEff-

GUINEA

Eff-

usion

lEiG-

UINEA

lin-

guine

NEW-

GUINEAGUINEA , in September of 19-43.1943.1943.19431943-

.For

1943-

For

1943-

.For

1943-

For

1943-

.For

1943-

For

- .

For the purpose of orienting the reader , a brief description ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe organization of the Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment as it waswa-

sconstituted

Wi-

sconsinite

wa-

sconstituted

Wi-

sconsinite

wa-

sconstituted

Wi-

sconsiniteconstituted in 19A3194.31943. is in order.orderorder.-

An

forer-

an

: .

An engineer boat and shore regiment , organic to anen engineer specialspecial-

brigade

spe-
cial

special-

brigade

spe-
cial

special-

brigade

spe-
cialbrigade , was made up of a regimental headquarters and headquartersheadquartersc-

ompany

headqua-

rters
headquartersc-

ompany

headqua-

rters
headquartersc-

ompany

headqua-

rterscompany , a medical detachment , a shore battalion and a boat battalionbattalion.battalion.-

The

battali-
on

*.

The boat battalion was made up of a headquarters and headquartersheadquartersc-

ompany

headqua-

rters

headquartersc-

ompany

headqua-

rterscompany and three lettered boat companies , A , B , and C.C. (1)1( ) Each boatboatc-

ompany

bat-

sman

boatc-

ompaqy

boatc-

ompany

bat-

smancompanycompaqycompaq was composed of 11 officers and 280 enlisted men and normallynormally-

operated

norm-

ally
normally-

operated

norm-

ally
normally-

operated

norm-

allyoperated about 50 landing craft , principally LCVPs( ) , and LCMe.LCMeLOMs.LOMsLCMs.LCMsLCMLOs. (2)2(2)-

The

2T-

he

(2)-

The

2T-

he

(2)-

The

2T-

he

( )

The shore battalion was made up of a headquarters and headquartersheadquarteraheadquarterheadquartersc-

ompany

headqua-

rters
headquarterac-

ompany

headqu-
arter

headquartersc-

ompany

headqua-

rterscompany and three lettered shore companies , DD.D,. E , and FF.F*. (3)3( ) EachEach-

shore

Arche-

spores

Each-

shore

Arche-

spores

Each-

shore

Arche-

sporesshore company consisted ofor a headquarters platoonplatoonj, an4andan engineer platoon ,

and a supply and utility platoon , and had af1 strength of 6 officers and

160 enlisted men.men. (4)4( ) The shore battalion was equipped with aa-

considerable

c-

onsiderable

a-

considerable

c-

onsiderable

a-

considerable

c-

onsiderableconsiderable amount of engineer equipment including bulldozers , cranes ,

demolition sets , and pioneer tools.tools. Principal weapons ofot the battalionbattalioni-

ncluded

batta-
lion

battalioni-

ncluded

batta-
lion

battalioni-

ncluded

batta-
lionincluded six 37-mm37mmJ7-mmJ7- guns and six .5050. cal machine guns on pedestal mountsmounts.*.

(1)1( ) Personal knowledge ; (2)2( ) MIIU , p.p. 6 ; LCVP-LandingLCVPLandingCP( )- Craft Vehicle andand-

Personnel
ant-

ipersonnel
and-

PersonnelJ
ant-

ipersonnel
and-

Personnel
ant-

ipersonnelPersonnelPersonnelJ; LCM-LandingLCMLandingLCII-LandingLCIILOCI- Craft MechanizedlIechanizedliberalized ; (3)3( ; ) Personal knowledge ;) U(4)4(4)-

M

4-
M

( )
M , p.p. 28.28.
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